
 
 
 

St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
August 9, 2026 

11th Sunday after Pentecost 
The Rev. Michael Rinehart, Interim Pastor 

 Sherise Davis, Organist 
 

 
 Hearing assistance devices and children’s activity bags are available in the lobby: 

Ushers can help as needed. 
 
 
 

Welcome to worship! 
☩ indicates to make the sign of the cross. 

Boldface print indicates congregational responses. 
 
 
 

 mpossi le 
 r   m Possi le 



 2 

GATHER 
PRELUDE 
Please stand as able. 
 

C NFESS  N AND F RG VENESS  

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your 
will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of 
Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 

your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
                        
GATHERING SONG  God of Grace and God of Glory   ELW #705 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE This is the Feast  page 140 
 
Refrain 
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  
 
     Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 
     whose blood set us free to be people of God. Refrain 
 
     Power, riches, wisdom and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are his. Refrain 
 
     Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: 
     Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. Refrain 
 
     For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia. Refrain 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be afraid. 
Rescue your people from despair, deliver your sons and daughters from fear, and 
preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
Please be seated. 

WORD 
FIRST READING: Genesis 37:3-4, 17b-20 
3 Now Israel loved Joseph more than any other of his children because he was the 
son of his old age, and he made him an ornamented robe. 4 But when his brothers 
saw that their father loved him more than all his brothers, they hated him and 
could not speak peaceably to him. 
17b  ”So Joseph went after his brothers and found them at Dothan. 18 They saw him 
from a distance, and before he came near to them they conspired to kill 
him. 19 They said to one another, “Here comes this dreamer. 20 Come now, let us 
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kill him and throw him into one of the pits; then we shall say that a wild animal has 
devoured him, and we shall see what will become of his dreams.”  
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 105:1-6 
 1 Give thanks to the LORD and call upon God’s name; 
  make known the deeds of the LORD among the peoples. 
      2 Sing to the LORD, sing praises, 
  and speak of all God’s marvelous works. 
 3 Glory in God’s holy name; 
  let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice. 
 4 Search for the strength of the LORD; 
  continually seek God’s face.  
 5 Remember the marvels God has done, 
  the wonders and the judgments of God’s mouth, 
 6   offspring of A raham, God’s servant, 
    children of Jaco , God’s chosen ones. 
 
SECOND READING: Philippians 4:10-13 
10 I rejoice in the Lord greatly that now at last you have revived your concern for 
me; indeed, you were concerned for me but had no opportunity to show it. 11 Not 
that I am referring to being in need, for I have learned to be content with 
whatever I have. 12 I know what it is to have little, and I know what it is to have 
plenty. In any and all circumstances I have learned the secret of being well-fed and 
of going hungry, of having plenty and of being in need. 13 I can do all things 
through him who strengthens me. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
Please stand as able. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                                                        
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 
The holy gospel according to St. Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 14:22-33 
22 [Jesus] made the disciples get into a boat and go on ahead to the other side [of 
the Sea of Galilee,] while he dismissed the crowds.23 And after he had dismissed 
the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he 
was there alone, 24 but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from 
the land, for the wind was against them. 25 And early in the morning he came 
walking toward them on the sea. 26 But when the disciples saw him walking on the 
sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. 27 But 
immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 
  28 Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the 
water.” 29 He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the 
water, and came toward Jesus. 30 But when he noticed the strong wind, he became 
frightened, and, beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” 31 Jesus 
immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little 
faith, why did you doubt?” 32 When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33 And 
those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
Please be seated.  
 

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS and BLESSING OF THE TEACHERS 
 
SERMON  Impossible or I’m Possible 
Please stand as able. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY Eternal Father, Strong to Save  ELW #756 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

   elieve in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
      who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 

☩ the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, 
and all of God’s creation. 

A brief silence. 

We pray for the servants of your gospel in every place, that your word may be 
heard. Where your voice is scorned and your people persecuted, strengthen the 
church in its faithful witness. We pray for our Presiding Bishop, Yehiel and our 
Synod Bishop, Tracey to have strength and courage to guide us in this world. 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 



 7 

For this world you have created, that all life may flourish. Preserve biodiversity in 
all its variety and help ecosystems to survive the extremes of a changing climate. 
Move our hearts with compassion to join in this work. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
For leaders of towns, states, nations, and organizations, and all who are in 
positions of authority, that they lead with justice and integrity. We pray especially 
for the President of the United States, the Governor of Texas, and the Mayor of La 
Grange.  Teach us to respond with Christlike mercy to all who are afraid or in 
danger. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
For all who struggle amid the storms of life, that they find peace and hope in your 
loving presence. Comfort any who are lonely and grieving and all who suffer 
especially: Royce, Leroy, Lori, Ruth, LaVerne, Annazell, and Robert. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
For this congregation and its ministries, that they reflect your love and life amid a 
turbulent world. Guide council members, elders, and other church leaders with 
your still, calm voice. Guide our Sunday School teachers and leaders of our youth 
ministry as St. Paul begins Christian instruction.  Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
For our call committee, that you would guide them, through your Holy Spirit, to 
our next pastor at St. Paul. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer.  
 
We give thanks for the faithful who have gone before us. Guide us in our earthly 
journey, that we may one day join them in your eternal kingdom. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in 
the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
The congregation shares the peace with one another and is then seated. 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Please share your name and contact information on the pew pad. Pass it down to 
others, then place sheets in offering plate.  
 
OFFERING 
If you prefer to give online, the QR code will take you to the online giving page. 
 
Please stand as able.  

OFFERTORY ELW 184 
Let the vineyards  e fruitful, Lord, and fill to the  rim our cup of  lessing.  
Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, that we may  e fed with the 

 read of life.  Gather the hopes and dreams of all; unite them with the prayers we 
offer.  Grace our ta le with your presence, and give us a foretaste of the feast to 
come.  
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart 
in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your 
abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

MEAL 
GREAT THANKSGIVING  page 152 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord.  
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious 
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of 
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name 
and join their unending hymn: 
 
SANCTUS   page 144 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of 
your glory. Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who  
comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.  
 
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great 
love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to 
all. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his 
coming in glory. 
  

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all whom 
you have fed with this heavenly food through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen.  
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L RD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Heaven has come near.  Come, share in the feast! 
Please be seated.  
 

AGNUS DEI  page 146 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.  
 
COMMUNION 
The ushers will direct you forward to receive communion or a blessing. All are welcome at the 
table. White grape juice is in the center of the trays. If you are physically unable to come 
forward for communion, please tell an usher and communion will be brought to you. 
 
Please stand as able.  
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with 
the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of 
Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 
Amen. 

SENDING 
BLESSING 

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you 
today and always. 
Amen 
 
SENDING SONG O God, Our Help in Ages Past      ELW #632 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
 

Join us in the Fellowship Hall after the service to enjoy a Brunch 
prepared by the LYO group.  Everyone is welcome! 
 

Next Weekend’s Readings: 
Isaiah 56:1, 6-8: Psalm 67; Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 

Matthew 5:10-20 
  

 

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted 

by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS027914. New Revised 

Standard Version Bible, Copyright ©1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council 

of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. © 2023 Hope Publishing Company, Carol 

Stream, IL 60188, www.hopepublishing.com. Used by permission. Copyright © 2001 - 2020. 

Sermon4Kids. All rights reserved. CRI, 2024 Used by permission. 
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St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
PO Box 567/110 W. Walnut St., La Grange, Texas 78945 

Interim Pastor Michael Rinehart: 936-524-2625, pastormike@stpaullg.org 
 Children, Youth, and Family Director Rory Halpain: 979-702-8275 or rory.halpain1@gmail.com 

Music Director Kathy Toensing 
Ruth Poncik, Office Manager, Office Hours: M-F 8AM-1PM, 2PM-5PM  

Phone: 979-968-5657 Email: stpaul@cvctx.com     Web site: stpaullg.org  
Wi-Fi Internet Access Join:  St_Paul_Church_Guest     

 Password: 9799685657 or Scan this QR code to connect 

  
 

Serving Today at 9:00 am 
Ushers: Scott Toensing, Donnie Dippel, Tim Knesek, Lloyd & Sylvia Jewell 
Acolyte: Emmy Neal & Aaron Mathis 
Lector: Ashlynd Judy 
Altar Guild: JoLene & Gerald Hughes 
Flowers: Open 
Fellowship: LYO Brunch 
 
EVENTS THIS WEEK 
Monday          5:30 pm        St. Paul Assisting with Feed the Need on 
              the Courthouse Square.  
Tuesday          2:00 pm        Altar Guild in the Friendship Room 
Wednesday       4:30 pm        Discover and Grow (Pre-K – 6th grade) 
                              Growing Roots (7th to 8th grade) 
          6:30 pm        LYO (9th to 12th grade) 
Sunday (8/16) 10:30 am       Sunday School begins for all ages 
 
Serving Next Sunday 8/16 at 9:00 am 
Ushers: Bradley Loehr, Ashlynd Judy, Rhonda Koether, Frank Teykl, Michael Mach 
Acolyte: Luke Shows 
Lector: Bradley Loehr 
Altar Guild: Faye Bresan/Sandra Weyand 
Flowers: Jackie Skelton 
Fellowship: Linda Morrison 

mailto:rory.halpain1@gmail.com
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Please make plans to join St. Paul members on Monday, August 10,  as they 
assist with the Feed the Need program on the courthouse square.  You are 
asked to arrive around 5:30 to help set up.  Wear your St. Paul shirt!  
 

 
 

 

Y     PR GRA S
 egin this Wednesday!

4:30 Snack

5-6 K-7th

6:30 Dinner

7:00 9th-12th

S AR  NG
A G S  12
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