
 
 
 

St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
August 30, 2026 

14th Sunday after Pentecost 
The Rev. Michael Rinehart, Interim Pastor 

 Cindy Pundt, Organist 
 

 Hearing assistance devices and children’s activity bags are available in the lobby: 
Ushers can help as needed. 

 
 

Welcome to worship! 
☩ indicates to make the sign of the cross. 

Boldface print indicates congregational responses. 
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GATHER 
PRELUDE 
Please stand as able. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your 
will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of 
Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 

your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
                        
GATHERING SONG  For the Beauty of the Earth      ELW #879 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE This is the Feast  page 140 
 
Refrain 
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  
 
     Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 
     whose blood set us free to be people of God. Refrain 
 

 Power, riches, wisdom and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are his. Refrain 
 
     Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: 
     Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. Refrain 
 
     For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia. Refrain 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in your service. Strengthen 
us by your Spirit, and make us worthy of your call, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. 
Amen. 
Please be seated. 

WORD 
FIRST READING: Exodus 3:1-15 
 1 Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; 
he led his flock beyond the wilderness and came to Mount Horeb, the mountain of 
God. 2 There the angel of the LORD appeared to him in a flame of fire out of a bush; 
he looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was not consumed. 3 Then Moses said, 
“I must turn aside and look at this great sight and see why the bush is not burned 
up.” 4 When the LORD saw that he had turned aside to see, God called to him out of 
the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” 5 Then he said, “Come no 
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closer! Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are 
standing is holy ground.” 6 He said further, “I am the God of your father, the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he 
was afraid to look at God. 
  7 Then the LORD said, “I have observed the misery of my people who are in 
Egypt; I have heard their cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their 
sufferings, 8 and I have come down to deliver them from the Egyptians and to bring 
them up out of that land to a good and spacious land, to a land flowing with milk 
and honey, to the country of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the 
Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 9 The cry of the Israelites has now come 
to me; I have also seen how the Egyptians oppress them. 10 Now go, I am sending 
you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.” 11 But Moses said 
to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of 
Egypt?” 12 He said, “I will be with you, and this shall be the sign for you that it is I 
who sent you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall serve 
God on this mountain.” 
  13 But Moses said to God, “If I come to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God 
of your ancestors has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what 
shall I say to them?” 14 God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” He said further, “Thus 
you shall say to the Israelites, ‘I AM has sent me to you.’ ” 15 God also said to 
Moses, “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, ‘The LORD, the God of your ancestors, 
the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you’: 
 This is my name forever, 
 and this my title for all generations.” 
   
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45b 
 1 Give thanks to the LORD and call upon God’s name; 
  make known the deeds of the LORD among the peoples. 
 2 Sing to the LORD, sing praises, 
  and speak of all God’s marvelous works. 
 3 Glory in God’s holy name; 
  let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice. 
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 4 Search for the strength of the LORD; 
  continually seek God’s face. 
 5 Remember the marvels God has done, 
  the wonders and the judgments of God’s mouth, 
 6 O offspring of Abraham, God’s servant, 
  O children of Jacob, God’s chosen ones.  
 23 Israel came into Egypt, 
  and Jacob became a sojourner in the land of Ham. 
 24 The LORD made the people of Israel very fruitful, 
  more numerous than their enemies, 
 25 whose hearts God turned, so that they hated God’s people, 
  and dealt unjustly with the servants of God. 
 26 O LORD, you sent Moses your servant, 
  and Aaron, your chosen one.  
45b | Hallelujah!   
 
SECOND READING: Romans 12: 9-21 
9 Let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good; 10 love one 
another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. 11 Do not lag 
in zeal; be ardent in spirit; serve the Lord. 12 Rejoice in hope; be patient in 
affliction; persevere in prayer. 13 Contribute to the needs of the saints; pursue 
hospitality to strangers. 
  14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15 Rejoice with 
those who rejoice; weep with those who weep. 16 Live in harmony with one 
another; do not be arrogant, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser 
than you are. 17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is 
noble in the sight of all. 18 If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live 
peaceably with all. 19 Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the 
wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine; I will repay, says the 
Lord.” 20 Instead, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give 
them something to drink, for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their 
heads.” 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
Please stand as able. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                                                        
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 
The holy gospel according to St. Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 16:21-28 
21 From that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah,] Jesus 
began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great 
suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes and be killed and 
on the third day be raised. 22 And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, 
saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.” 23 But he turned and 
said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me, for you are 
setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 
  24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any wish to come after me, let them deny 
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 25 For those who want to save 
their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. 26 For 
what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what 
will they give in return for their life? 
  27 “For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and 
then he will repay everyone for what has been done. 28 Truly I tell you, there are 
some standing here who will not taste death before they see the Son of Man 
coming in his kingdom.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
Please be seated.  
 

CHILDRENS MESSAGE 
 
SERMON  Hearing God’s Call 
Please stand as able. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY Blest Be the Tie That Binds ELW #656 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
      who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 

☩ the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, 
and all of God’s creation. 

For the church in every land, that its mission and ministry is anchored in the love 
of Christ. When threats or challenges arise, teach us to take up our cross and 
follow you in faith. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
For the well-being of your creation, that all that lives and grows on the earth may 
thrive. Bring relief to areas ravaged by droughts, floods, fires, storms, and other 
disasters. We continue to remember our brothers and sisters in the Texas Hill 
Country struggling after a second year of flooding. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
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For the nations and all in authority, that they seek to live in peace with one 
another. Bless the work of international and diplomatic organizations and all who 
work to bring peace to a world scarred by violence. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
For all those in need, that they be satisfied. Ensure all your children have safe 
access to food, water, shelter, and medical care. Bring healing to all who bear 
wounds in body, mind, and spirit especially: Royce, Leroy, Jordan, Dorothy, and 
Ruth. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
For the congregation gathered here to serve you, that they remain strong in faith 
and united in purpose. Guide our committees, study groups, and other meetings 
toward honesty and humility, always seeking genuine love. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
For our call committee, that you would guide them, through your Holy Spirit, to 
our next pastor at St. Paul. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer.  
 

For the faithful departed, that their witness continues to strengthen and guide 
the church. Renew our hope in your promises in this life and the life to come.  
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in 
the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
The congregation shares the peace with one another and is then seated. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Please share your name and contact information on the pew pad. Pass it down to 
others, then place sheets in offering plate.  
 
OFFERING 
If you prefer to give online, the QR code will take you to the online giving page. 
 
Please stand as able.  

OFFERTORY ELW 184 
Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of blessing.  
Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, that we may be fed with the 

bread of life.  Gather the hopes and dreams of all; unite them with the prayers we 
offer.  Grace our table with your presence and give us a foretaste of the feast to 
come.  
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart 
in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your 
abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us 
now and forever. 
Amen. 

MEAL 
GREAT THANKSGIVING  page 152 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord.  
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious 
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of 
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name 
and join their unending hymn: 
 
SANCTUS   page 144 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your 
glory. Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the 
name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.  
 
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great 
love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms 
to all. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his 
coming in glory. 
 
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all whom 
you have fed with this heavenly food through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen.  
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Heaven has come near.  Come, share in the feast! 
Please be seated.  
 

AGNUS DEI  page 146 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.  
 
COMMUNION 
The ushers will direct you forward to receive communion or a blessing. All are welcome at the 
table. White grape juice is in the center of the trays. If you are physically unable to come 
forward for communion, please tell an usher and communion will be brought to you. 
 
Please stand as able.  
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with 
the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of 
Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 
Amen. 

SENDING 
BLESSING 

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you 
today and always. 
Amen 
 
SENDING SONG Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus       ELW #802 
  
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
  

St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
PO Box 567/110 W. Walnut St., La Grange, Texas 78945 

Interim Pastor Michael Rinehart: 936-524-2625, pastormike@stpaullg.org 
 Children, Youth, and Family Director Rory Halpain: 979-702-8275; rory@stpaullg.org 

Music Director Kathy Toensing 
Ruth Poncik, Office Manager, Office Hours: M-F 9AM-1PM 

Phone: 979-968-5657 Email: stpaul@stpaullg.org   Web site: stpaullg.org  
Wi-Fi Internet Access Join:  St_Paul_Church_Guest     

 Password: 9799685657  
or Scan this QR code to connect 

  
 

A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America: www.elca.org 
Worship is streamed on Facebook live. It is also posted on our Facebook page.  

 

mailto:pastormike@stpaullg.org
mailto:rory@stpaullg.org
mailto:stpaul@stpaullg.org
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Serving Today  
Ushers: John Acosta, Lynnette Boyd, Linda Anders, Billy & Christie Nietsche 
Acolytes: Jaxon Kurtz & Connor Paden 
Lector: Caleb Parks 
Altar Guild: Sharon Elias 
Flowers: Open 
Fellowship: Sandra Teykl 
 
Events this week 
Tuesday       8:30 am        St Paul at Second Chance 
Wednesday    8:30 am        Bible Study in Friendship Room 
       4:30 pm        Discover and Grow (Pre-K – 6th grade) 
                           Growing Roots (7th to 8th grade)  
       6:00 pm        Hand bell practice in Sanctuary 
       6:30 pm        LYO (9th to 12th grade) 
                          7:00 pm        Choir practice in Sanctuary 
                          8:00 pm        Praise Band practice in Sanctuary 
Monday (9/7)                       Office Closed in Observance of Labor Day 
 
Serving Next Sunday 9/6 
Ushers: Leah Wolff, Dianne Lude, Cindy Hengst, Faye Bresan,  
       Janet Coronado, Ginger Muesse 
Acolytes: Noah Peterson & Vyvynne Friemel 
Lector: Frank Teykl 
Altar Guild: Ashleigh Parks 
Flowers: Annette Citzler 
Fellowship: Bonnie Sladek 
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Next Weekend’s Readings: 

Exodus 12:1-14; Psalm 149; Romans 13:8-14; 
Matthew 18:15-20 
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