
 
 
 
 

St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
September 6, 2026 

15th Sunday after Pentecost 
The Rev. Michael Rinehart, Interim Pastor 

 Sherise Davis, Organist 
 

 Hearing assistance devices and children’s activity bags are available in the lobby: 
Ushers can help as needed. 

 
 

Welcome to worship! 
☩ indicates to make the sign of the cross. 

Boldface print indicates congregational responses. 
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GATHER 
PRELUDE 
Please stand as able. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,  
who pours love into our hearts 
and healing upon the earth. 
Amen. 
 
Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, 
let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

Compassionate God, 
we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world  
and in our own hearts. Creation groans from overuse. 
Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. 
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. 
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love to others. 
Turn our hearts back to you. 
Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. 
Renew us to live as your holy people, 
following the way of Jesus Christ. 
Amen.  
 
Hear this good news: 

We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, 
in whom there is no condemnation, 
but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. 
Receive freely this healing gift of grace. 
Amen. 
                       
GATHERING SONG  Around You, O Lord Jesus                ELW #468 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE This is the Feast  page 140 
Refrain 
All - This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  
 
     Women - Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 
     whose blood set us free to be people of God. Refrain 
 

Men - Power, riches, wisdom and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are his.        
Refrain 

 
     Women - Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: 
     Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. Refrain 
 
     All - For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia. Refrain 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. Without 
your help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful, and 
lead us toward all that gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. 
Amen. 
Please be seated. 

WORD 
FIRST READING: Ezekiel 33:7-11 
7 So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear 
a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8 If I say to the 
wicked, “O wicked ones, you shall surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the 
wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their 
blood I will require at your hand. 9 But if you warn the wicked to turn from their 
ways and they do not turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, 
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but you will have saved your life. 
  10 Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel: Thus you have said: “Our 
transgressions and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them; 
how then can we live?” 11 Say to them: As I live, says the Lord GOD, I have no 
pleasure in the death of the wicked but that the wicked turn from their ways and 
live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways, for why will you die, O house of 
Israel? 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 119:33-40 
 33 Teach me, O LORD, the way of your statutes, 
  and I shall keep it to the end. 
 34 Give me understanding, and I shall keep your teaching; 
  I shall keep it with all my heart. 
 35 Lead me in the path of your commandments, 
  for that is my desire. 
 36 Incline my heart to your decrees 
  and not to unjust gain.  
 37 Turn my eyes from beholding falsehood; 
  give me life in your way. 
 38 Fulfill your promise to your servant, 
  which is for those who fear you. 
 39 Turn away the reproach that I dread, 
  because your judgments are good. 
 40 Behold, I long for your commandments; 
  by your righteousness enliven me.  
 
SECOND READING: Romans 13:8-14 
8 Owe no one anything, except to love one another, for the one who loves another 
has fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; you 
shall not murder; you shall not steal; you shall not covet,” and any other 
commandment, are summed up in this word, “You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.” 10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of 
the law. 
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  11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you 
to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became 
believers; 12 the night is far gone; the day is near. Let us then throw off the works 
of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13 let us walk decently as in the day, not 
in reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex and licentiousness, not in quarreling 
and jealousy. 14 Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for 
the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
Please stand as able. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                                                        
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 
The holy gospel according to St. Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
GOSPEL: Matthew 18:15-20 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15 “If your brother or sister sins against you, go and 
point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If you are listened to, you have 
regained that one. 16 But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along 
with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three 
witnesses. 17 If that person refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church, and if the 
offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a gentile 
and a tax collector. 18 Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in 
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 19 Again, truly I 
tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for 
you by my Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three are gathered in my name, I 
am there among them.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
Please be seated.  
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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SERMON  Dealing with Conflict 
Please stand as able. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY Bind Us Together WOV #748 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
      who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 

☩ the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident 
that God hears us. 

A brief silence. 

Proclaiming God, empower your church throughout the world to announce the 
words you give us. Open us to receive your word in unexpected ways. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
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Forming God, renew the cycles of your creation that provide for the needs of all. 
Protect grasslands, marshes, swamps, and all places of transition. Heal 
communities crying out after disaster especially the Texas Hill Country.  
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Governing God, turn all who create, enforce, or interpret legislation away from 
selfish gain and toward your promise of good for all, especially the good of all who 
labor. We pray for the President of the United States, the Governor of Texas, the 
Mayor of La Grange, and all other elected officials.  Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Attending God, wake us up to any around us who are in need. Restore broken 
relationships, failing health, frayed emotions, and the hurts we carry with us. We 
pray especially for: Royce, Leroy, Jordan, and Ruth. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Gathering God, resolve conflicts in this community through your righteousness and 
grace. Reconcile us to each other, making your good news known even through 
our imperfections. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Gracious God, we pray for our call committee, that you would guide them, through 
your Holy Spirit, to our next pastor at St. Paul.  Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great.  
 
Loving God, all who die in faith have life with you. We give you thanks for the 
nearness of your salvation for all who have gone before us. We pray especially for 
the family of Florence Otto. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever 
else you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
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PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
The congregation shares the peace with one another and is then seated. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Please share your name and contact information on the pew pad. Pass it down to 
others, then place sheets in offering plate.  
 
OFFERING 
If you prefer to give online, the QR code will take you to the online giving page. 
 
Please stand as able.  
 

OFFERTORY ELW 184 
Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of blessing.  
Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, that we may be fed with the 
bread of life.  Gather the hopes and dreams of all; unite them with the prayers we 
offer.  Grace our table with your presence and give us a foretaste of the feast to 
come.  
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart 
in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your 
abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us 
now and forever. 
Amen. 

MEAL 
GREAT THANKSGIVING  page 152 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord.  
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious 
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of 
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name 
and join their unending hymn: 
 
SANCTUS   page 144 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your 
glory. Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the 
name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.  
 
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great 
love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms  
to all. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his 
coming in glory. 
 
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all whom 
you have fed with this heavenly food through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen.  
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Heaven has come near.  Come, share in the feast! 
Please be seated.  
 

AGNUS DEI  page 146 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.  
 
COMMUNION 
The ushers will direct you forward to receive communion or a blessing. All are welcome at the 
table. White grape juice is in the center of the trays. If you are physically unable to come 
forward for communion, please tell an usher and communion will be brought to you. 
Please stand as able.  

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with 
the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of 
Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 
Amen. 
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SENDING 
BLESSING 

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you 
today and always. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee         ELW #836 
  
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
 

St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
PO Box 567/110 W. Walnut St., La Grange, Texas 78945 

Interim Pastor Michael Rinehart: 936-524-2625, pastormike@stpaullg.org 
 Children, Youth, and Family Director Rory Halpain: 979-702-8275; rory@stpaullg.org 

Music Director Kathy Toensing 
Ruth Poncik, Office Manager, Office Hours: M-F 9AM-1PM 

Phone: 979-968-5657 Email: stpaul@stpaullg.org   Web site: stpaullg.org  
Wi-Fi Internet Access Join:  St_Paul_Church_Guest     

 Password: 9799685657 or Scan this QR code to connect 

  
A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America: www.elca.org 

Worship is streamed on Facebook live. It is also posted on our Facebook page.  
 

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted 

by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS027914. New Revised 

Standard Version Bible, Copyright ©1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council 

of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. © 2023 Hope Publishing Company, Carol 

Stream, IL 60188, www.hopepublishing.com. Used by permission. Copyright © 2001 - 2020. 

Sermon4Kids. All rights reserved. CRI, 2024 Used by permission. 

 

Next Weekend’s Readings: 
Genesis 50:15-21; Psalm 103: 1-13; Romans 13:8-14; 

Matthew 18:21-35 

mailto:pastormike@stpaullg.org
mailto:rory@stpaullg.org
mailto:stpaul@stpaullg.org
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Serving Today  
Ushers: Leah Wolff, Dianne Lude, Cindy Hengst, Faye Bresan, Janet Coronado, 
Ginger Muesse 
Acolytes: Noah Peterson & Vyvynne Friemel 
Lector: Frank Teykl 
Altar Guild: Ashleigh Parks 
Flowers: In Memory of Verlene and Atlan Citzler, Sr.  
Fellowship: Bonnie Sladek 
 
Events this Week 
Monday                       Office Closed in Observance of Labor Day 
Wednesday    8:30 am        Bible Study in Friendship Room 
       4:30 pm        Discover and Grow (Pre-K – 6th grade) 
                           Growing Roots (7th to 8th grade)  
       6:00 pm        Hand bell practice in Sanctuary 
       6:30 pm        LYO (9th to 12th grade) 
                          7:00 pm        Choir practice in Sanctuary 
                          8:00 pm        Praise Band practice in Sanctuary 
 
Serving Next Sunday 9/13 
Ushers: Glenn Eilert, Gary Anders, George Eilert, Katie Anders 
Acolytes: Aaron Mathis, Shay McCord, Emmy Neal 
Lector: Rebecca Hegar 
Altar Guild: Ginger Muesse 
Flowers: Open 
Fellowship: Rebecca Hegar 
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