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Welcome to worship! 
☩ indicates to make the sign of the cross. 

Boldface print indicates congregational responses. 
 

GATHER 
PRELUDE 
Please stand as able. 
 

EASTER PROCLAMATION 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb! 
Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG  That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright  ELW #384 
                      
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE This is the Feast  page 140 
Refrain 
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  
 
     Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 
     whose blood set us free to be people of God. Refrain 
 
     Power, riches, wisdom and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are his. Refrain 
 
     Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: 
     Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. Refrain 
 
     For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia. Refrain 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Heavenly Father, we thank You for the life of Ruth and the profound example of 
devotion, loyalty, and faith she demonstrates. Thank You for her courage in leaving 
her homeland to trust in Your covenant love, and for her commitment to her 
family, as seen in her promise to Naomi. 
Amen. 
Please be seated. 
 

WORD 
FIRST READING: Ruth 1:15-18 
  15 So [Naomi] said, “Look, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and to 
her gods; return after your sister-in-law.” 16 But Ruth said, 
 “Do not press me to leave you, 
  to turn back from following you! 
 Where you go, I will go; 
  where you lodge, I will lodge; 
 your people shall be my people 
  and your God my God. 
 17 Where you die, I will die, 
  and there will I be buried. 
 May the LORD do thus to me, 
  and more as well, 
 if even death parts me from you!” 
18 When Naomi saw that she was determined to go with her, she said no more to 
her. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 16 
 1 Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; 
  I have said to the LORD, “You are my Lord, my good above all other.” 
 2 All my delight is in the godly that are in the land, 
  upon those who are noble among the people. 
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 3 But those who run after other gods 
  shall have their troubles multiplied. 
 4 I will not pour out drink offerings to such gods, 
  never take their names upon my lips.  
 5 O LORD, you are my portion and my cup; 
  it is you who uphold my lot. 
 6 My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; 
  indeed, I have a rich inheritance. 
 7 I will bless the LORD who gives me counsel; 
  my heart teaches me night after night. 
 8 I have set the LORD always before me; 
  because God is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken.  
 9 My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; 
  my body also shall rest in hope. 
 10 For you will not abandon me to the grave, 
  nor let your holy one see the pit. 
 11 You will show me the path of life; 
  in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your right hand are pleasures 
forevermore.    
 
SECOND READING: Hebrews 11:29-31 
  29 By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry land, but 
when the Egyptians attempted to do so they were drowned. 30 By faith the walls of 
Jericho fell after they had been encircled for seven days. 31 By faith Rahab the 
prostitute did not perish with those who were disobedient, because she had 
received the spies in peace. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
Please stand as able. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                                                      page 142 
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia. Alleluia. 
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GOSPEL: Matthew 1:1-17 
The holy gospel according to St. Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 1 An account of the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, the son of David, the son of 
Abraham. 
  2 Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the 
father of Judah and his brothers, 3 and Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by 
Tamar, and Perez the father of Hezron, and Hezron the father of Aram, 4 and Aram 
the father of Aminadab, and Aminadab the father of Nahshon, and Nahshon the 
father of Salmon, 5 and Salmon the father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz the father of 
Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse, 6 and Jesse the father of King David. 
  And David was the father of Solomon by the wife of Uriah, 7 and Solomon the 
father of Rehoboam, and Rehoboam the father of Abijah, and Abijah the father of 
Asaph, 8 and Asaph the father of Jehoshaphat, and Jehoshaphat the father of 
Joram, and Joram the father of Uzziah, 9 and Uzziah the father of Jotham, and 
Jotham the father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of Hezekiah, 10 and Hezekiah the 
father of Manasseh, and Manasseh the father of Amos, and Amos the father of 
Josiah, 11 and Josiah the father of Jechoniah and his brothers, at the time of the 
deportation to Babylon. 
  12 And after the deportation to Babylon: Jechoniah was the father of Salathiel, 
and Salathiel the father of Zerubbabel, 13 and Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, and 
Abiud the father of Eliakim, and Eliakim the father of Azor, 14 and Azor the father of 
Zadok, and Zadok the father of Achim, and Achim the father of Eliud, 15 and Eliud 
the father of Eleazar, and Eleazar the father of Matthan, and Matthan the father of 
Jacob, 16 and Jacob the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, who bore Jesus, who 
is called the Messiah. 
  17 So all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen generations; and 
from David to the deportation to Babylon, fourteen generations; and from the 
deportation to Babylon to the Messiah, fourteen generations. 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
Please be seated.  
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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SERMON  Women in the Bible:  
 Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, and Bathsheba 
Please stand as able. 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY  Borning Cry ELW# 732 
Please be seated.  

 
BAPTISM   ELW page 227  
Noah, Emma, and Isabel Peterson 
 
PROFESSION OF FAITH  
Please stand as able. 

 
Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT  

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise… 
 

BAPTISM, CHRISMATION, AND PRAYER     ELW page 230 

WELCOME  
Let us welcome the newly baptized and new members: Neil & Lisa Frels, Kirstin 
Peterson and Noah, Emma, and Isabel, Ryan Knox, John & Doady Rogers, Jeannine 
Matusek, and Rowdy Weidemann.  
We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: 
join us in giving thanks and praise to God 
and bearing God's creative and redeeming word to all the world. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken 
world, let us pray for the needs of all creation. 

A brief silence. 

Creator God, you bring life out of death and constantly renew your church. We 
give you thanks for, Neil, Lisa, Kirstin, Noah, Emma, Isabel, Ryan, John, Doady, 
Jeannine, and Rowdy, who are becoming part of our community of faith today. 
Breathe your Spirit upon all of us, that our faith life may be renewed every day. 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Maker of heaven and earth, your mercies are new every morning. Open us to the 
wonders of creation, from the beauty of flowers to the complexity of subatomic 
particles. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
God of peace, in every place where conflict rages, sow seeds of calm and openness 
to reconciliation. Strengthen the resolve of leaders and citizens to work for peace 
in their nations, especially the President of the United States, the Governor of 
Texas, the Mayor of La Grange, and other elected officials.  Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
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Healing God, come alongside all who are doubting, fearful, or suffering illness or 
infirmity in any way especially: Randy, Florence, Juanita, Theresa, Leonard, Royce, 
and Donna. Reveal to them your presence and assure them of the inheritance you 
have prepared for them. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Giver of joy, let this assembly be a place of genuine love and mutual affection. 
Deepen our care for one another and help us to embody your forgiving and 
sacrificial love. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Eternal One, we give thanks for saints who were faithful unto death and have 
joined the church triumphant. Inspire us by their witness and bring us with them 
into your glorious presence. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of 
new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
The congregation shares the peace with one another and is then seated. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Please share your name and contact information on the pew pad. Pass it down to 
others, then place sheets in offering plate.  
 
OFFERING 
If you prefer to give online, the QR code will take you to the online giving page. 
 
Please stand as able.  
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OFFERTORY   Alleluia! Jesus is Risen!  ELW #377, stanza 2 
     Walking the way, Christ in the center telling the story to open our eyes; 
 breaking our bread, giving us glory:  Jesus our blessing, our constant surprise.   
 
Refrain 
 Jesus is risen and we shall arise. Give God the glory! Alleluia! 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. 
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger 
and thirst no more. Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness 
and mercy may follow us and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus, 
Amen. 

 MEAL 
GREAT THANKSGIVING  page 152 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord.  
 
Let us give thanks to the lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious 
resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to 
take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us 
to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the 
resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and 
archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 
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SANCTUS   page 144 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your 
glory. Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the 
name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.  
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER FOR EASTER 
You are indeed holy, creator God, author of life. We give you thanks for raising up 
Jesus, your Son, the first fruits of the resurrection, who taught us the way of love, 
justice, and peace. We thank you for giving him new life. We praise you for 
promising us new life also, life without end.  
 
Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table and to the end, we proclaim 
the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
Remembering his death, we cry out, Amen! 
Amen! 
 
Remembering his resurrection we shout Amen! 
Amen! 
 
Trusting in his presence in every time and place, we plead Amen. 
Amen. 
 
O God, you are breath: 
Send your spirit on this meal.  
 
O God, you are Bread: 
Feed us with yourself.  
 
O God, you are wine:  
Warm our hearts and make us one.  
 
O God, you are fire:  
Transform us with hope. 



 11 

O God, most majestic, O God, most motherly, O God, our strength and our song, 
you show us a vision of a tree of life with fruits for all and leaves to heal the 
nations. Grant us such life, the life of the Father to the Son, the life of the Spirit of 
our risen Savior, life in you, now and forever.  
Amen.  
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord. 
Please be seated.  
 

AGNUS DEI  page 146 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.  
 
COMMUNION 
The ushers will direct you forward to receive communion or a blessing. All are welcome at the 
table. White grape juice is in the center of the trays. If you are physically unable to come 
forward for communion, please tell an usher and communion will be brought to you. 
 
Please stand as able.  
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are making 
all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, 
and to bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus,  
Amen. 

SENDING 
BLESSING 
God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the 

dead, and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, ☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG  For All the Faithful Women ELW# 419 
 (Stanzas 1, 9, 5, 2) 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

**************************************************************** 
All are welcome for breakfast snacks and a reception with cake for our new 
members following worship in the fellowship hall.  
 
New members welcomed this morning to the St. Paul Family are: 

• Neil and Lisa Frels 

• Kirstin Peterson and her children: Noah, Emma, and Isabel 

• Ryan Knox 

• John and Doady Rogers 

• Jeannine Matusek 

• Rowdy Weidemann 

Next Weekend’s Readings: 
Acts 2:14a, 36-41; Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19; 1 Peter 1:17-23; 

Luke 24:2-12 
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St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Phone: 979-968-5657 

PO Box 567/110 W. Walnut St., La Grange, Texas 78945 
Ruth Poncik, Office Manager, Office Hours: M-F 8AM-1PM, 2PM-5PM  

Interim Pastor Michael Rinehart: 936-524-2625, stpaullg.interim.pastor@gmail.com 
Email: stpaul@cvctx.com      Web site: stpaullg.org  

A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America: elca.org 
Worship is streamed on Facebook live. Audio at www.stpaullg.org. It is also posted on our 

Facebook page.  
 

 

SERVING TODAY (4/12) 
Ushers: Paul Mikula, Linda Morrison, 
Duke & Cindy Hengst 
Acolytes: Jaxon Kurtz & Aaron Mathis 
Lector: Dianne Lude 
Altar Guild: Faye Bresan & 
Sandra Weyand  
Flowers: Annette Citzler 
Fellowship: Annette Citzler 

SERVING NEXT SUNDAY (4/19) 
Ushers: Glenn Eilert, George Eilert, 
Katie Anders, Gary Anders 
Acolytes: Emmy Neal & Luke Shows 
Lector: Frank Teykl 
Altar Guild: Lisa 
Moellenberndt 
Flowers: Ginger Friemel 
Fellowship:   Sandra Teykl

EVENTS THIS WEEK 
Wednesday 8:30 AM Women’s Bible Study 
 5:00 PM Confirmation 
 6:00 PM Hand Bells  
 6:30 PM LYO 
 7:00 PM Choir  
 8:00 PM Praise Band 
 
 
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted 

by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS027914. New Revised 

Standard Version Bible, Copyright ©1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council 

of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. © 2023 Hope Publishing Company, Carol 

Stream, IL 60188, www.hopepublishing.com. Used by permission. Copyright © 2001 - 2020. 

Sermon4Kids. All rights reserved. CRI, 2024 Used by permission. 
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The St. Paul Congregation is invited to the baptism of Owen Holub, son of Hannah 
and Nathan Holub on Sunday, April 19 at 2:00 pm.  Please join this celebration at 
Carby Chapel at Lutherhill Ministries, 3782 Luther Hill Rd; La Grange. As FM 2145 is 
closed, access Lutherhill Ministers via Hwy 159 and FM 2981, then left on FM 
2145.  All are welcome to come, celebrate, and welcome Owen to the family of St. 
Paul. 
 

 
 
 

 

WELCOME RORY HALPAIN!
Children, Youth, and Family Director

 Texas State Grad
 Lutherhill Camp sta  alumni
 Preschool teacher
 Child of St. Paul
 Rory starts April 15
 Sunday, April 19 Welcome
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St. Paul La Grange

June 15th-19th
9-noon


