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April 2026

Fierce Women of the Bible Sermon Series

On Easter Sunday, April 5 we will begin a sermon series entitled “Fierce Women of the Bible.” How may
women in the Bible can you name? Before you continue reading this article, take 60 seconds and scribble
down as many names as come to mind. Don’t peek!

There are around 3,000 names in the Bible. 170 of them are women’s names. After sorting for duplication,
there are 1,700 distinct personal names, 137 of them women. This is to say, 8% of the named people in the
Bible are women, and 92% of them are men. This has led some to suggest that the Bible is a book by men, for
men, about men.

Indeed, the Bible was written in the patriarchal era. Most people didn't read, and those who did were
predominantly men. Women generally could not hold public office, or religious positions. They had no control
over who they married or whether they were divorced. They were not taught to read or write. Men play the
lead roles in most Bible stories. All women were under the authority of a man, except the zonah (technically a
woman ineligible to marry a priest), usually a prostitute. The zonah was threatening because of her bold
freedom, and yet alluring to men at the same time. These women also play a critical role in the Bible.

Some of the women in the Bible are well known to us. Ruth, is the central figure in a romance novel about love
and dedication. Brave Queen Esther saves her people. Mother Mary is obedient to God and bears the Christ
child. There are others, fierce women whose names are less familiar. Courageous Jael saves Israel by killing the
Canaanite general. We will hear her story. Paul calls Junia an apostle in Romans 16. Puah and Shiphrah, are
Hebrew midwives who courageously disobey Pharaoh’s command to kill all newborn Hebrew boys. In reality,
the events of the Bible and all events in history couldn't not have happened without such women. Their
stories are critical.

There are also many women in the Bible who are never named. Consider the woman at the well, the woman
caught in adultery, the woman with the alabaster jar, the Syrophoencian woman, and others. Why did they
remain nameless?

During the Easter season we will learn about some of these women. Time will not allow us to learn about all of
them, as you’ll see from the list below. Come and learn. Let us dance with these women, whose lives are on
the Biblical pages.

Pastor Mike
Some women from the Hebrew Bible:
e Eve, whose name means “life”

e Sarah, Abraham’s husband
e Hagar, Sarah’s slave, Abraham’s concubine



e Lot’s daughters.

e Lot’s wife.

e Potiphar’s wife, gets Joseph thrown in jail

e Puah and Shiphrah, who defy Pharaoh

e Pharaoh’s daughter who rescued and raised Moses
e Zipporah/Sephora, Moses’ wife who protects him
e Miriam, Moses’ sister, a prophetess.

e Tamar the Trickster,

e Cozbi, awoman slain

e Rahab, Jericho prostitute zonah

e Dangerous Delilah, who betrays Samson

e The Levite’s concubine.

e Jephthah’s daughter, whose child is a victim

e Deborah, warrior and judge

e Jael, assassin of Sisera

e The witch of Endor, who predicts Saul’s death
e Tamar, rape victim

e Bathsheba, David’s consort

e Queen Jezebel, persecuter of prophets

e The widow of Zarephath

o Athaliah, daughter of Jezebel and Ahab, Queen of Judah
e The Shunammite woman

¢ 4 unnamed wives on the ark.

e Prophetess Huldah.

e Abagail, truth teller in a hostile situation

¢ Susanna, falsely accused of adultery

e Rebecca, wife is Isaac

e Rachel, wife of Jacob

e Leah, wife of Jacob

e Dinah, rape victim

e Ruth, refugee from Moab

e Queen Esther, savior of her people

¢ Tamar, widow disguised as a prostitute

e The lover of Song of Solomon

e Holy Wisdom, a divine figure

Some women from the Christian Bible:

¢ Mary Magdalene, witness of the resurrection

¢ Mother Mary, the mother of Jesus

e Mary, sister of Martha and Lazarus

e Mary, Clopas’ wife

¢ The other three Marys

¢ Herodias, nicknamed Salome, got John the Baptist beheaded
e The widow of Nain

e The Canaanite woman

¢ The Syro-Phoenician woman


https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Puah
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shiphrah
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cozbi

e The woman at the well

e The woman caught in adultery

e The woman with the alabaster jar

e Phoebe, Paul’s patron, a deacon

e Priscilla and Aquila, tent makers with Paul

e Lydia, business woman, church leader

e Rhoda, maid, gave Peter a hideout

¢ Junia, an apostle

e Lois and Eunice, Timothy’s mother and grandmother

e Women Paul names as church leaders: Junia, Julia, Tryphena, Tryphosa, Mary, Claudia, Damaris,
Drusilla, Persis, Chloe, Lydia, Euodia, Synthyche, and the “elect lady” to whom 2 John was written—the
only biblical book directly addressed to a woman

Want to learn more?

Check out Bad Girls of the Bible and Fierce Women of the Bible
L7 GURIBISTHIGGS

s One Million Sold in the Series!

Bad Girls of the Bible

https://tinyurl.com/4sw8h2ru

:
AND WhaT WE -
CAN LEARN from THEM ™

Fierce Women of the Bible

WOMEN OF THE BIBLE
https://tinyurl.com/2s3wf8nn L AND THEIR STORIES

OF VIOLENCE,

MERCY,
BRAVERY,
WISDOM,
SEX,
AND

SALVATION

ALICE CbNNOR
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What’s Happening at St. Paul

TACKY TUESDAY will meet on Tuesday, April 21, 2026. We will have a potluck meal at 11:30 am.
Please join us as we pin hems, cut batting, and tie knots in quilts for Lutheran World Relief. No
experience is needed and we welcome all members to join us.

WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY: meets every Wednesday morning at 8:30 am in the
Friendship Room.

FRIENDS IN FAITH, our women’s group: will meet Monday, April 6, at 6:30 pm at the home of
Ann Raborn; 198 Charles St.; La Grange. Ann will be leading the study of the book “Daring Joy.”
The Women’s Retreat at Meiners’ Ranch is April 9-12. Please call Kathy Toensing to RSVP at:
979-966-3376.

FISHERS OF MEN, our men’s group: will meet Monday, April 20, at Weldon Hartmann’s home;
5324 Sand Rock Road, La Grange. Hosts are Weldon, Kyle Hartmann and Caleb Parks. Please
call Frank Teykl for more information about Fishers of Men at 979-966-3145.

HANDBELL CHOIR: meets at 6:00 pm on Wednesdays in the sanctuary.

CHOIR: meets at 7:00 pm on Wednesdays in the sanctuary.

PRAISE BAND: meets at 8:00 pm on Wednesdays in the sanctuary.

CHURCH COUNCIL: will meet Tuesday, April 21, at 6:00 pm in the Friendship Room.
CONFIRMATION CLASS: meets on Wednesday at 5:00 pm in the Friendship Room.

LYO—will meet on Wednesday evenings at 6:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall. Youth enjoy a meal
and fellowship before devotional time and reflection. Please contact either Caleb Parks (512-
944-7859) or Ashleigh Parks (409-201-5489) If you would like to help with this ministry.
Family Sunday School—will be on Sunday, April 19. Families with their children (ages 3 to 6%
grade) will meet at the 9:00 AM worship to have family learning activity and crafts with a

Christian education theme. These events will continue on the first and third Sunday of each
month, thru May.



Pray for our Shut-Ins and
those in nursing homes and assisted living.

Kay Dippel Juanita Frels, Care Inn

Elaine Brandt Florence Otto, Monument Hill

Hertha Kruse Gladys Weber, Monument Hill

Joy Skelton AC & Annazell von Minden, Jefferson Place
JC Spacek Grace Robilio, Jefferson Place

Dorothy Schilling Marianne Williams, Jefferson Place

Annie & Wilburn Hackebeil Gloria Baumbach, Jefferson Place

Betty Schmidt, Schulenburg Regency
Mary Ann Butler, Westminster, Austin

Gilbert Freudenberg, College Place

Assisted Living, Schulenburg

AnNniversaries
NAME DATE | YEARS
Lauren & Cody Hengst 4/6 7

Patti & Kenneth Weber 4/6 35
Phyllis & Howard Bohot 4/12 40
Kortney & Trent Schielack | 4/14 8
Laurie & Steve Boehm 4/14 19
Jo Ann & Royce Friemel 4/18 29
Hannah & Nathab Holub 4/20 2
Kylie & Chad Childs 4/30 4
Chelsea & Jarrett Fajkus 4/30 15
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DATE

NAME

4/3

Ashley Steinmann

4/4

Gregory Bage, Ty Koether

4/5

Joshua Roscher

4/6

Connor Paden

4/7

Caleb Parks, Don Steinmann

4/8

Joyce Kolbe, Brooke Sustr

4/9

Hudson Childs, Katrina Wilson

4/10

Carol Kirsch

4/11

Katie Anders, Evan Elias

4/12

Kenlie Muske

4/14

Elton Oppermann

4/15

Lori Moerbe

4/16

Ginger Friemel, Brenda Killough, Sarah Lude

4/17

Grayson Bage, Tracetyn Nietsche

4/21

Betty Anders, Cindy Hengst, Jaxon Radcliff

4/22

Bonnye Karger

4/23

Janet Coronado

4/24

Madison Berger, Jaxon Kurtz

4/25

Juanita Frels

4/26

Kenneth Hernandez

4/27

Blake Hensel

4/28

Christopher Morales

4/29

Jonathan Harbers

4/30

Delynn Peschke




St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church
2026 Second Chance Work Schedule

April 21-27

2026 Schedule: June 2-8,
July 21-27, September 1-5, October 13-19, and December 1-7

Second Chance hours: Tuesday-Saturday, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
& Mondays, 8 a.m., Address: 841 S. Reynolds St.; La Grange

Tuesday-Thursday are spent receiving, pricing and putting items out to sell; Fridays and Saturdays are the days
the store is open to the public {sales hours are 9 am to 3 pm}; and Monday mornings are for
straightening up the store for the next volunteers.

Thank you to all volunteers and
we always welcome new volunteers!

St. Paul Coordinators: Patty Ehler, JoLene Hughes, Linda Morrison,
Ginger Muesse, and Sylvia Jewell
CONTACT NUMBER: 979-249-6328
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2026 AMEN Schedule
8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Monday and 4:30 — 6:00 p.m. on Thursday

Food distribution at above times only
Address: 851 S. Reynolds St.; La Grange

May 11: St. Paul’s Volunteers work this day

More volunteers are needed: please call Rebecca Dittrich
(see her information below)
(AMEN is also open Thursdays ONLY to accept food donations from
10:00 am—12:00 pm: St. Paul Volunteers needed this day also)

Remaining 2026 Schedule: July 13, September 14, November 9

St. Paul’s AMEN Coordinator is Rebecca Dittrich. Please contact her at 512-762-1276 if you would like to
volunteer. Or you can email Rebecca at: rebecca.dittrichl1@gmail.com

REMINDER— The second Sunday of each month is designated for St. Paul members’ food donations to the
AMEN food pantry. Green baskets are at Walnut Street portico entrance and porch of the church office.
A grocery basket is located in the church lobby for your donations.



Sunday, April 5, 2026

Easter Sunday

Ushers

Scott Toensing, Tim Knesek

Donnie Dippel, Lloyd & Sylvia Jewell

Lector Leah Wolff

Acolytes Hadley Ehler & BryceLynn Mills
Altar Guild Ashleigh Parks

Fellowship Refreshments Brunch

Flowers Easter Lilies

Sunday, April 12, 2026

Ushers

Paul Mikula, Linda Morrison

Duke & Cindy Hengst

Lector Dianne Lude
Acolytes Jaxon Kurtz & Aaron Mathis
Altar Guild Faye Bresan

Fellowship Refreshments

Open

Flowers

Annette Citzler

Sunday, April 19, 2026

Ushers

Glenn Eilert, George Eilert

Gary Anders, Katie Anders

Lector Leonard Schulze
Acolytes Emmy Neal & Luke Shows
Altar Guild Ginger Friemel

Fellowship Refreshments

Open

Flowers

Ginger Friemel

Sunday, April 26, 2026

Ushers

John Acosta, Lynnette Boyd

Billy & Christy Nietsche, Linda Anders

Lector Praise Band

Acolytes Aaron Mathis & McKynzie Payne
Altar Guild JoLene and Gerald Hughes
Fellowship Refreshments Open

Flowers Neal Miller
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St. Paul Financial Summary February, 2026

INCOME AMOUNT EXPENSE Amount

General Fund $28,478.93|Benevolence Synod

Checking Acct Interest S 2.94 |Benevolence LOCAL S 1,500.00

Rent (Jefferson St. House) S 800.00 |Salaries/Payroll Expense S 21,678.57

Thrivent Grant S 5.00 [Janitorial Supply S 132.34

Oil & Gas Revenue S 111.12 |Office Supplies/Equipment S 1,461.62

F/H Rental S 400.00 |Property Maintenance S 138.58
Pass thru Music/AV - Music purchased S 79.09

LOCAL FUNDS #it###: Renovation - Steeple Repair S 11,500.00

AMEN S 55.00 Radio program S 171.20

Lutherhill Ministries S 40.00 Software/Licensing fees S 30.29

Second Chance S - Worship expense S 611.06

LYO Trips/Activities S 125.00 Outreach - Meal annual meeting | S 871.76

DEDICATED FUNDS: Pest control S 175.00

Maintenance S 825.00 |Insurance - Workers' Comp S 226.65

Renovation $ 2,255.00 |Hospitality Ministry - Cake S 58.08

Hospitality Ministry S  20.00 |Telephone/Internet S 389.41

Building New Construction Utilities S 1,740.12

Music/AV S 5.00 |Postage S 345.00

Altar Guild S 10.00 |Friends in Faith postage S 78.00

Sunday School S  25.00 |Miscellaneous Expenses S 59.97

Memorials S 50.00

SYNOD FUNDS %%%%:

World Hunger S 499.93

Town & Country Missions | S 80.00

LWR S 70.00

TLU Scholarship S 990.00

TOTAL MONTH $ 1,859.93 | $32,987.99|TOTAL S 41,246.74

#### pass thru to local entities ELCA Endowment Funds

%%%% pass thru to Synod Office Gau for Sanctuary $876,336.10

ACCOUNT BALANCES AS OF 2/28/2026 Dippel Scholarship $188,436.45

Prosperty Bank

General Fund $22,517.57 Meservey Accounts

Renovation Balance $1,123.12 Unrestricted Account Balance $569,079.32

LYO Balance $8,709.86 Mission Balance $76,106.58

CD $100,000.00 LYO Scholarship Acct $24,458.26




COoMING
SOONI

250 AM Sevvice - Spoken Wovd only
\0:00 AM Sewvice - Spoken Wovd %}MU

Two Sevvices! S

You spoke, we listened! After prayerfully reviewing your feedback from the fall
survey, the Church Council and Worship Committee are excited to announce a
new experiment for our summer season. While many churches scale back during
the warmer months, St. Paul is growing—Praise God!

From June 7 through August 2, we will offer two Sunday morning services:
. 8:30 AM: Spoken Word Service
{9:15 Food and Fellowship Time in the Fellowship Hall}
« 10:00 AM: Full Worship Service

We are thrilled to lean into this season of growth with you. See you there!

10
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Sunday, June 7
2:00 pm
Westwood Cinema 6

June 15t-19th
9-noon

WHAT % MESS

St. Paul La Grange

Qs,®
o Vg

‘ot
)




Women of the ELCA

Western Cluster Splfmg Gathering

Saturday, April 18, 2026
St. Paul Lutheran Church
(in the St. Paul Lighthouse)
201 Veterans Drive
Columbus, TX

Registration begins at 8:30 a.m. with brunch (no fee)
Program at 9:30 a.m.

Theme: God is near: Hope for the Weary Heart
No matter what the situation, you are never alone.
God is always with youl!

Theme Verse: “The Lord is near to the brokenhearted and saves
the crushed in spirit.” Psalm 34:18

Speaker: Dr. Mazie Leftwich, LCSW Emeritus, President of The
Wellness Council of Greater Colorado Valley and member of St.
Paul Lutheran
Please rsvp to Becky Collins, 979 733-2535 (text or voicemail) or

email rcollins8822@gmail.com

Free will offering — designated to support events by the Wellness Council of Greater Colorado
Valley to promote health and mental wellness in our area.

www.thewellnesscouncilofgreatercoloradovalley.org
12
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St. Paul Council 2026

Scott Toensing, president (phone: 979-966-2222)

Bradley Loehr, vice president

Wendy McCredie, treasurer

Cindy Pundt, secretary

John Acosta, mission/Peru

Open Position, stewardship/endowment
Glenn Eilert, outreach/social ministry
Diane Menefee, worship/technology
Leah Wolff, youth/parish education
Todd Oehlke, property

Parish office hours
Monday-Friday 8:00 AM-5:00 PM
Office phone: 979-968-5657
Fellowship Hall phone: 979-968-9603
www.stpaullg.org

Email: stpaul@cvctx.com

MESSENGER APRIL 2026

St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
PO Box 567/427 S Washington Street
La Grange, Texas 78945

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Dated material
Please do not delay

+

St. Paul

Lutheran Church

share e care e grow
La Grange, Texas

Staff

The Rev. Michael Rinehart, interim pastor
Cell: 936-524-2625

Email: stpaullg.interim.pastor@gmail.com
Ruth Poncik, office manager

Sherise Davis, organist

Cindy Pundt, organist

Kathy Toensing, adult choir/praise band

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage Paid

La Grange, TX

Permit No. 83
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