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St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church
April 26, 2026 - 9:00 AM
Fourth Sunday of Easter
Praise Band
The Rev. Michael Rinehart, Interim Pastor
Pastor Bonnie Parker, Supply Pastor

Hearing assistance devices and children’s activity bags are available in the lobby:
Ushers can help as needed.



Welcome to worship!

* indicates to make the sign of the cross.
Boldface print indicates congregational responses.
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PRELUDE
Please stand as able.

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb!
Amen.

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come.

You lead us beside still waters. We thank you for the waters of creation: morning
dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. We thank you for the waters that nourish us.
Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys.
We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection.

We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow.

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows.
Break down barriers that divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace.
Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.



Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a
new creation. We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise,
now and forever.

Amen.

GATHERING SONG See Overhead Screen

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE See Overhead Screen

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us to safety through
the valleys of death. Guide us by your voice, that we may walk in certainty and
security to the joyous feast prepared in your house, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.
Please be seated.

WOED

FIRST READING: Esther 7:1-6; 9:20-22

Chapter 7 - 1 So the king and Haman went in to feast with Queen Esther. 20n the
second day, as they were drinking wine, the king again said to Esther, “What is
your petition, Queen Esther? It shall be granted you. And what is your request?
Even to half of my kingdom, it shall be fulfilled.” 2 Then Queen Esther answered, “If
| have won your favor, O king, and if it pleases the king, let my life be given me—
that is my petition—and the lives of my people—that is my request. # For we have
been sold, | and my people, to be destroyed, to be killed, and to be annihilated. If
we had been sold merely as slaves, men and women, | would have held my peace,
but no enemy can compensate for this damage to the king.” > Then King Ahasuerus
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said to Queen Esther, “Who is he, and where is he, who has presumed to do
this?” ® Esther said, “A foe and an enemy, this wicked Haman!” Then Haman was
terrified before the king and the queen.

Chapter 9 - 2 Mordecai recorded these things and sent letters to all the Jews who
were in all the provinces of King Ahasuerus, both near and far, 2! enjoining them
that they should keep the fourteenth day of the month Adar and also the fifteenth
day of the same month, year by year, ?? as the days on which the Jews gained relief
from their enemies and as the month that had been turned for them from sorrow
into gladness and from mourning into a holiday, that they should make them days
of feasting and gladness, days for sending gifts of food to one another and
presents to the poor.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 23
'The LoRD is my shepherd;
| shall not be in want.
’The LorD makes me lie down in green pastures
and leads me beside still waters.
*You restore my soul, O LORD,
and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.
“Though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death, | shall fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
°>You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.
°Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and | will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 2:19-25

11t is a commendable thing if, being aware of God, a person endures pain while
suffering unjustly. 2°If you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what
credit is that? But if you endure when you do good and suffer for it, thisis a
commendable thing before God. %! For to this you have been called, because Christ
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also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his
steps.

22 “He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.” 22 When he was
abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but he
entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. 2* He himself bore our sins in his
body on the cross, so that, having died to sins, we might live for righteousness; by
his wounds you have been healed. 2° For you were going astray like sheep, but now
you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
Please stand as able.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION See Overhead Screen

GOSPEL: John 10:1-10
The holy gospel according to St. John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said:] * “Very truly, | tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by
the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. ? The one who enters
by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. * The gatekeeper opens the gate for him,
and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them
out. “When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep
follow him because they know his voice. ° They will not follow a stranger, but they
will run from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.” © Jesus used
this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was saying
to them.

’So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, | tell you, | am the gate for the
sheep. ¢ All who came before me are thieves and bandits, but the sheep did not
listen to them. | am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved and will come
in and go out and find pasture. '° The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy.
| came that they may have life and have it abundantly.”

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated.



CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SERMON Women in the Bible: Jael and Esther
Pastor Bonnie Parker

Please stand as able.
HYMN OF THE DAY See Overhead Screen

NICENE CREED

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.



We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the F resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken
world, let us pray for the needs of all creation.

A brief silence.

Shepherding God, draw all people to yourself and lead them in paths of
righteousness. Embolden your church to enter the valleys of the world and guide
us beside the still waters of your grace. We pray for military and prison chaplains
serving near and far. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Creator God, by the resurrection of your Son, show us your steadfast love and
instruct our hearts in your ways. Help us to revere and protect the wonders of
your creation. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Righteous Judge, strengthen and uphold those who work for justice and advocate
for human rights. Bring an end to oppression and save us from the temptation of
violence or vengeance. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Great Physician, walk with those who are grieving, and anoint those who areiill or
injured especially: Randy, Kay, Donna, Twila, Wayne, Kriz, and those we name in
our hearts before you. Restore them to health of body, mind, and spirit. Merciful
God,

receive our prayer.



Good Shepherd, continually seek us out as lambs of your flock, and form us into a
community where all are honored and cared for. Spread a feast before us and fill
our cups to overflowing. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Living God, we praise you for the saints who have died in faith and now dwell in
your love. At our end, bring us, with them, to our heavenly home. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of
new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.
The congregation shares the peace with one another and is then seated.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please share your name and contact information on the pew pad. Pass it down to
others, then place sheets in offering plate.

OFFERING E%EE

If you prefer to give online, the QR code will take you to the online giving page. -

OFFERTORY See Overhead Screen E
Please stand as able.

OFFERING PRAYER

Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory.

You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger
and thirst no more. Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness
and mercy may follow us and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus,
Amen.



WIEAL

GREAT THANKSGIVING page 152
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious
resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself
to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought
us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses
of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels
and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:

SANCTUS See Overhead Screen

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

You are indeed holy, creator God, author of life. We give you thanks for raising up
Jesus, your Son, the first fruits of the resurrection, who taught us the way of love,
justice, and peace. We thank you for giving him new life. We praise you for
promising us new life also, life without end.

Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table and to the end, we proclaim
the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.



Remembering his death, we cry out, Amen!
Amen!

Remembering his resurrection we shout Amen!
Amen!

Trusting in his presence in every time and place, we plead Amen.
Amen.

O God, you are breath:
Send your spirit on this meal.

O God, you are Bread:
Feed us with yourself.

O God, you are wine:
Warm our hearts and make us one.

O God, you are fire:
Transform us with hope.

O God, most majestic, O God, most motherly, O God, our strength and our song,
you show us a vision of a tree of life with fruits for all and leaves to heal the
nations. Grant us such life, the life of the Father to the Son, the life of the Spirit of
our risen Savior, life in you, now and forever.

Amen.




LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord.
Please be seated.

COMMUNION

The ushers will direct you forward to receive communion or a blessing. All are welcome at the
table. White grape juice is in the center of the trays. If you are physically unable to come
forward for communion, please tell an usher and communion will be brought to you.

Please stand as able.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are making
all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies,
and to bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus,

Amen.
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SENDING

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the

dead, and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, *F bless you now and forever.
Amen

SENDING SONG See Overhead Screen

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

We welcome Pastor Bonnie Parker from the Katy area this morning as
Supply Pastor while Pastor Mike is out of town.
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All are welcome for breakfast snacks following worship in the fellowship hall.

Next Weekend’s Readings:
Acts 7:55-60; Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16; Romans 16;
John 14:1-14

St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church

Phone: 979-968-5657
PO Box 567/110 W. Walnut St., La Grange, Texas 78945
Ruth Poncik, Office Manager, Office Hours: M-F 8AM-1PM, 2PM-5PM
Interim Pastor Michael Rinehart: 936-524-2625, stpaullg.interim.pastor@gmail.com
Rory Halpain, Children, Youth and Family Director
Email: stpaul@cvctx.com Web site: stpaullg.org
A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America: elca.org
Worship is streamed on Facebook live. Audio at www.stpaullg.org. It is also posted on our
Facebook page.
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SERVING TODAY (4/26)

Ushers: John Acosta, Lynnette Boyd, Billy & Christy Nietsche, Linda Anders
Acolytes: Aaron Mathis & McKynzie Payne

Lector: Praise Band

Altar Guild: Gerald & Jolene Hughes

Flowers: In memory of W.O. “Red” and Marilyn Miller by Neal & Dee Miller and
Family

Fellowship: Open

SERVING NEXT SUNDAY (5/3) Confirmation Day

Ushers: Bradly Loehr, Atlan Citzler, Don Koether, David & Patty Ehler
Acolytes: BryceLynn Mills & Luke Shows

Lector: Praise Band

Altar Guild: Gloria Raschke

Flowers: Ruth Poncik

Fellowship: Linda Morrison

EVENTS THIS WEEK
Monday 8:00 AM St. Paul at Second Chance
Wednesday 8:30 AM Women’s Bible Study
5:00 PM Confirmation
6:00 PM Hand Bells
6:30 PM LYO
7:00 PM Choir
8:00 PM Praise Band

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted
by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS027914. New Revised
Standard Version Bible, Copyright ©1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council
of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. © 2023 Hope Publishing Company, Carol
Stream, IL 60188, www.hopepublishing.com. Used by permission. Copyright © 2001 - 2020.
Sermon4Kids. All rights reserved. CRI, 2024 Used by permission.
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TO SUBMIT A PRAYER REQUEST

e Write it in the Pew Pad with
your name, email, and phone
e Call oremail the =&
church office \
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Sunday, June 7
2:00 pm
Westwood Cinema 6
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Ways to CONNECT!

Call the Church office: 968-5657

* Sunday 10:30 Bible Study ¢ Sunday School

* Friends in Faith (Women) e Confirmation (Jr. Hi)
* Fishers of Men (Men) * LYO (Sr. High Youth)
e Tacky Tuesday Quilters * Tuesday Book Club
* AMEN Food Pantry * Choir

e Second Chance * Bell Choir

* Feed the Need * Praise Band
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