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Welcome to worship! 
☩ indicates to make the sign of the cross. 

Boldface print indicates congregational responses. 

GATHER 
PRELUDE 
Please stand as able. 

EASTER PROCLAMATION 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb! 
Alleluia! Amen. 

 
GATHERING SONG  Jesus Christ is Risen Today    ELW #365   
1 Jesus Christ is ris'n today, Alleluia! 
 our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 
 who did once upon the cross, Alleluia! 
 suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia! 
 
2 Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! 
 unto Christ, our heav'nly king, Alleluia! 
 who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! 
 sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia! 
 
3 But the pains which he endured, Alleluia! 
 our salvation have procured; Alleluia! 
 now above the sky he's king, Alleluia! 
 where the angels ever sing. Alleluia! 
 
4 Sing we to our God above, Alleluia! 
 praise eternal as his love; Alleluia! 
 praise him, all you heav'nly host, Alleluia! 
 Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia! 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE This is the Feast  page 140 
Refrain. This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  
 
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,  
whose blood set us free to be people of God. Refrain 
 
Power, riches, wisdom and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are his. Refrain 
 
Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: 
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. Refrain 
 
For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia. Refrain 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemption, 
and by his glorious resurrection you delivered us from the power of death. Make 
us die every day to sin, that we may live with him forever in the joy of the 
resurrection, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
Please be seated. 
 

CHOIR Crown Him Lord This Easter Day! 

  Music by Don Besig 
 

WORD 
FIRST READING: Acts 10:34-43 
34 Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly understand that 
God shows no partiality, 35 but in every people anyone who fears him and practices 
righteousness is acceptable to him. 36 You know the message he sent to the people 
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of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37 That message spread 
throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John 
announced: 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with 
power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the 
devil, for God was with him. 39 We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea 
and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree, 40 but God 
raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41 not to all the people but 
to us who were chosen by God as witnesses and who ate and drank with him after 
he rose from the dead. 42 He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify 
that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43 All the 
prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness 
of sins through his name.” 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 118:1-2, 14-24 
1 Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good; 
  God’s mercy endures forever. 
 2 Let Israel now declare, 
  “God’s mercy endures forever.” 
 14 The LORD is my strength and my song, 
  and has become my salvation. 
 15 Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous: 
  “The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly! 
 16 The right hand of the LORD is exalted! 
  The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly!” 
 17 I shall not die, but live, 
  and declare the works of the LORD.  
 18 The LORD indeed punished me sorely, 
  but did not hand me over to death. 
 19 Open for me the gates of righteousness; 
  I will enter them and give thanks to the LORD. 
 20 “This is the gate of the LORD; 
  here the righteous may enter.” 
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 21 I give thanks to you, for you have answered me 
  and you have become my salvation.  
 22 The stone that the builders rejected 
  has become the chief cornerstone. 
 23 By the LORD has this been done; 
  it is marvelous in our eyes. 
 24 This is the day that the LORD has made; 
  let us rejoice and be glad in it.  
 
SECOND READING: Colossians 3:1-4 
1 If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ 
is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on the things that are above, 
not on the things that are on earth, 3 for you have died, and your life is hidden with 
Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be 
revealed with him in glory. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
Please stand as able. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                                                      page 142 
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia. Alleluia. 
  
GOSPEL: John 20:1-18 
The holy gospel according to St. John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came 
to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 2 So she ran 
and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and 
said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know 
where they have laid him.” 3 Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went 
toward the tomb. 4 The two were running together, but the other disciple outran 
Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He bent down to look in and saw the linen 
wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came, following 
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him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, 7 and the 
cloth that had been on Jesus’s head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled 
up in a place by itself. 8 Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also 
went in, and he saw and believed, 9 for as yet they did not understand the 
scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10 Then the disciples returned  
to their homes. 
  11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look 
into the tomb, 12 and she saw two angels in white sitting where the body of Jesus 
had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. 13 They said to her, 
“Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my 
Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” 14 When she had said this, she 
turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was 
Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking 
for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried 
him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” 16 Jesus said 
to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means 
Teacher). 17 Jesus said to her, “Do not touch me, because I have not yet ascended 
to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father 
and your Father, to my God and your God.’ ” 18 Mary Magdalene went and 
announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord,” and she told them that he had 
said these things to her. 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
Please be seated.  
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
SERMON  Mary Magdalene, Joanna, and Susanna 
Please stand as able. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds ELW #367 
 
1 Now all the vault of heav'n resounds 
 in praise of love that still abounds: 
 "Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 
 Sing, choirs of angels, loud and clear! 
 Repeat their song of glory here: 
 "Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
2 Eternal is the gift he brings, 
 therefore our heart with rapture sings: 
 "Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 
 Now still he comes to give us life 
 and by his presence stills all strife. 
 "Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
3 Oh, fill us, Lord, with dauntless love; 
 set heart and will on things above 
 that we conquer through your triumph; 
 grant grace sufficient for life's day 
 that by our lives we truly say: 
 "Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
4 Adoring praises now we bring 
 and with the heav'nly blessed sing: 
 "Christ has triumphed! Alleluia!" 
 Be to the Father, and our Lord, 
 to Spirit blest, most holy God, 
 all the glory, never ending! 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
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NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the ☩ resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken 
world, let us pray for the needs of all creation. 

A brief silence. 

Risen Savior, you have conquered death and opened the gates of everlasting life. 
Dispel our doubts and fears and renew our faith and hope in you. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Life-giving God, the created world rejoices in Christ’s victory over death. May all 
the earth be renewed by the light of Jesus’ resurrection, and may we be faithful 
stewards of all you have made. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Sovereign God, let the nations acknowledge your reign of justice and truth. Where 
violence, oppression, and corruption hold sway, pour out your holy and life-giving 
Spirit to transform and redeem. Guide the leaders of our nation, state, and 
community.  Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Gentle Shepherd, like the women at the empty tomb, many grieve or feel lost and 
afraid. Draw near to those who are ill or in pain especially: Florence, Juanita, 
Donna, and Randy. Reveal yourself to them as the Risen One. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Faithful God, we thank you for the living hope you give us through Christ’s 
resurrection. Bless this community, that we may boldly proclaim Christ’s victory 
over death in word and deed. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Eternal One, we give thanks for all who have died and now share in the joy of your 
resurrection. Bring us, with them, to the unending feast of your victory.  
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
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God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of 
new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
The congregation shares the peace with one another and is then seated. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Please share your name and contact information on the pew pad. Pass it down to 
others, then place sheets in offering plate.  
OFFERING 
If you prefer to give online, the QR code will take you to the online giving page. 
 
Please stand as able.  
 

OFFERTORY  Alleluia! Jesus is Risen!  ELW #377, stanza 1 
1 Alleluia! Jesus is risen! Trumpets resounding in glorious light! 
 Splendor, the Lamb, heaven forever! Oh, what a miracle God has in sight! 
 
Refrain 
 Jesus is risen and we shall arise. Give God the glory! Alleluia! 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. 
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger 
and thirst no more. Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness 
and mercy may follow us and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus, 
Amen. 

 MEAL 
GREAT THANKSGIVING  page 144 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
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Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord.  
 
Let us give thanks to the lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious 
resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to 
take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us 
to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the 
resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and 
archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 
 
SANCTUS   page 144 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your 
glory. Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the 
name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.  
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER FOR EASTER 
You are indeed holy, creator God, author of life. We give you thanks for raising up 
Jesus, your Son, the first fruits of the resurrection, who taught us the way of love, 
justice, and peace. We thank you for giving him new life. We praise you for 
promising us new life also, life without end.  
 
Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table and to the end, we proclaim 
the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
Remembering his death, we cry out, Amen! 
Amen! 
 
Remembering his resurrection we shout Amen! 
Amen! 
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Trusting in his presence in every time and place, we plead Amen. 
Amen. 
 
O God, you are breath: 
Send your spirit on this meal.  
 
O God, you are Bread: 
Feed us with yourself.  
 
O God, you are wine:  
Warm our hearts and make us one.  
 
O God, you are fire:  
Transform us with hope. 
 
O God, most majestic, O God, most motherly, O God, our strength and our song, 
you show us a vision of a tree of life with fruits for all and leaves to heal the 
nations. Grant us such life, the life of the Father to the Son, the life of the Spirit of 
our risen Savior, life in you, now and forever.  
Amen.  
 
LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord. 
Please be seated.  
 

AGNUS DEI  page 146 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.  
 
COMMUNION 
The ushers will direct you forward to receive communion or a blessing. All are welcome at the 
table. White grape juice is in the center of the trays. If you are physically unable to come 
forward for communion, please tell an usher and communion will be brought to you. 
 
Please stand as able.  

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are making 
all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, 
and to bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus,  
Amen. 

SENDING 
BLESSING 
God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the 

dead, and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, ☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG  Thine is the Glory ELW #376 

 
1 Thine is the glory, risen, conqu'ring Son; 
 endless is the vict'ry thou o'er death hast won! 
 Angels in bright raiment  rolled the stone away, 
 kept the folded grave-clothes  where thy body lay. 
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Refrain 
 Thine is the glory, risen, conqu'ring Son; 
 endless is the vict'ry thou o'er death hast won! 
 
2 Lo, Jesus meets thee, risen from the tomb! 
 Lovingly he greets thee, scatters fear and gloom;  
 let his church with gladness  hymns of triumph sing, 
 for the Lord now liveth; death hath lost its sting!  Refrain 
 
3 No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of life; 
 life is naught without thee; aid us in our strife; 
 make us more than conqu'rors, through thy deathless love; 
 bring us safe through Jordan to thy home above.  Refrain 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
 

Next Weekend’s Readings: 
Ruth 1:15-18; Psalm 16; Hebrews 11:29-31 

Matthew 1:1-17 
 
 

St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Phone: 979-968-5657 

PO Box 567/110 W. Walnut St., La Grange, Texas 78945 
Ruth Poncik, Office Manager, Office Hours: M-F 8AM-1PM, 2PM-5PM  

Interim Pastor Michael Rinehart: 936-524-2625, stpaullg.interim.pastor@gmail.com 
Email: stpaul@cvctx.com      Web site: stpaullg.org  

A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America: elca.org 
Worship is streamed on Facebook live. Audio at www.stpaullg.org  It is also posted on our 

Facebook page.  
 
 
 
 

http://www.stpaullg.org/


SERVING TODAY (4/5) 
Ushers: Scott Toensing, Tim Knesek, Donnie Dippel, Lloyd & Sylvia Jewell 
Acolytes: Hadley Ehler, BryceLynn Mills, & Jaxon Kurtz 
Lector: Leah Wolff 
Altar Guild: Ashleigh Parks 
Flowers: Easter Lilies 
Fellowship: Brunch with the Thanks to all who generously provided food. 
 
SERVING NEXT SUNDAY (4/12) 
Ushers: Paul Mikula, Linda Morrison, Duke & Cindy Hengst 
Acolytes: Jaxon Kurtz & Aaron Mathis 
Lector: Dianne Lude 
Altar Guild: Faye Bresan and Sandra Weyand 
Flowers: Annette Citzler 
Fellowship:  Annette Citzler
 
EVENTS THIS WEEK 
Monday     6:30 PM Friends in Faith 
Wednesday 8:30 AM Women’s Bible Study 
 5:00 PM Confirmation 
 6:00 PM Hand Bells  
 6:30 PM LYO 
 Choir resumes 4/15/26 
 Praise Band resumes 4/15/26 
 

WELCOME Rory Halpain, our new Children, Youth, and Family Director.  Rory is a 
graduate of Texas State University and a Lutherhill Ministries camp staff alum.   
She begins on April 15.  Come welcome her on Sunday, April 19.  
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Standard Version Bible, Copyright ©1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council 
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Stream, IL 60188, www.hopepublishing.com. Used by permission. Copyright © 2001 - 2020. 
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In memory of Luke Huelsebush by Wayne, Linda, Justin, and Katie Anders. 
 
In memory of Elton & Ruby Jochen by Wayne, Linda, Justin, and Katie Anders. 
 
In memory of Shirley Bennetsen, Milton Bage, Brian Bage, and Ryan Bage by Leroy 
& Carolyn Bennetsen. 
 
In memory and in honor of all deceased and living members of the Friemel Family 
by Mannie Fritsch-Schmid.  
 
In memory of our parents by Royce & Elva Keilers.  
 
In memory of Charles Koether and Glenn & Dorothy Koether by Rhonda Koether 
and Bonnie & Erwin Sladek 
 
In memory of Myrna M. Guion by Marchell Jennings. 
 
In memory of Margaret & Milton Cox, Callie Morgan, John Edward Morgan, and 
Marian Busch by Susie & Clay Morgan and Family.  
 
In memory of Daniel Pietsch by Shelly and Kalie Pietsch and Kyla & Cole Morgan. 
 
In memory of Henry Weber, Paul & Albina Weber, and Elton & Cecilia Oppermann 
by Gladys Weber.  
 
In memory of Verlene & Atlan Citzler, Sr.  


