Messenger August 2026

Newsletter of St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church, La Grange TX
Transitioning Into the New School Year

Wow, what a summer it has been! Blessing of the Bikes, “The Chosen” Movie
Matinee, Vacation Bible School, Family Camp, Rory and Rowdy’s engagement,
Kirstin and Ryan’s wedding, a lost giraffe, two services, kids at camp, LYO doing
hurricane relief in North Carolina, and the Lutherhill fundraiser in Rutersville.

| commend you for stretching your muscles and demonstrating flexibility in trying
out two services. This is a sign of a healthy congregation. The excitement about
moving back to one service at 9:00, starting on kickoff Sunday, August 9, is
palpable. That's going to be a fun day, having everyone together, blessing the
teachers and the kids and their backpacks, with the LYO brunch afterwards.

Lots of good things are planned for the fall. Sunday school is moving from twice a
month to every Sunday. A class is being added for older youth. A Wednesday
program is being added for children, 4:30-6:00 pm. We are going to be
experimenting with some interesting educational offerings. We are going to have a
silent movie day, with a guest organist who will accompany the silent movies on
our pipe organ. The Colorado Valley Chamber Players will host a concert
celebrating our county’s 250t anniversary, date to be determined.

In August, you’ll be receiving a Fall Guide, which will tell you all the things going on
at St. Paul and how to get involved. When you get the guide, take a few minutes to
thumb through it. | was astounded by how rooted St. Paul is in La Grange, for over
a century: the pages and pages of the way St. Paul serves this community floored
me. This is a congregation that is generous with its time and resources. There is
much to celebrate.

Thank you for the privilege of serving as interim Pastor.
See you Sunday.

Pastor Mike



Y/
Rory’s Story
Hey Church Family!
We had a great summer and are looking forward to a great fall here at St. Paul!

Lutherhill!

At the beginning of July we had 7 of our congregation’s youth as well as 3 of our
VBS kids attend camp at Lutherhill. Our campers, ranging in age from 7 to 13, had
the opportunity to grow in their faith and have fun participating in the activities of
camp. Throughout the week each of our kids had the opportunity to grow through
worship, bible study, and devotions each day. They experienced the joy and fun of
camp through group games

and activities such as range sports, arts and crafts, swimming in the pool, hanging
out at the canteen, and jumping on the trampoline in the pond. Our older campers
had the opportunity to challenge themselves on the ropes course with the giant
swing and zipline. Watching them grow and make new friends

throughout the week was amazing to see as they were engulfed in the theme of
camp, “All my Love.” We hope to bring kids to Lutherhill again in the coming years,
as well as in the fall for youth retreats.



LYO Trip!

LYO recently made it back safely from their trip to Asheville, North Carolina. While
on the trip they volunteered with a group called “Baptists on Mission,” a group
that works to provide disaster relief and help to rebuild and renovate homes
destroyed 19 months ago by Hurricane Helene. Our project was to assist an
elderly homeowner couple who had no idea their basement was destroyed by the
hurricane until recently. The youth met the couple

and saw the direct impact of their

work as items from the couple's whole life were brought out of their basement
destroyed. | am super proud of these kids for sticking to it and helping this family
to recover as much as they from the devastation. In addition to this volunteer
opportunity, they were able to get out in God’s creation by visiting the Pisgah
National Forest and the Great Smoky Mountains National Park. As we got back to
the house each night, youth were also given the opportunity to grow in their faith



through bridge building, devotions, and small group discussion. LYO will be hosting
a brunch for congregation members to share pictures and stories, as well as to
thnk them for their love and support, after worship on August Sth!

T

Fall Plans!

Wednesday evening programing for Children and Youth will begin on August 12,

We are excited to be offering programing for all ages PK 4 - High School on
Wednesday evenings and Sunday mornings! On Wednesdays we will be starting up
a new elementary-aged program, making our middle school program more
inclusive of children outside of our congregation, and continuing to have LYO for
any high school student who would like to attend. On Sundays we will continue
our family Sunday school for children 3- 6th grade as well as start up a new youth
Bible study for 7th - 12th grade. Both of these Sunday programs will be offered on
a weekly basis after worship around 10:30 am. To get more information about
these programs please take a moment to read through the new 2026 Fall Guide. If
you or someone you know would like to volunteer for any of the above programs
please let me know using the contact information below. We need lots of help to
make this a flourishing ministry so anything you can do will make a difference,
thank you for all of the support in making this a reality!

Contact: Rory Halpain: Children, Youth, and Family Director
Email: rory.halpainl@gmail.com

Office: (979) 968-5657

Mobile: (979) 702-8275



Pray for our Shut-Ins and
those in nursing homes and assisted living.

Kay Dippel Juanita Frels, Care Inn

Elaine Brandt Florence Otto, Monument Hill

Dorothy Schilling Gladys Weber, Monument Hill

Joy Skelton AC & Annazell von Minden, Jefferson Place
Annie & Wilburn Hackebeil Marianne Williams, Jefferson Place

JC Spacek Gloria Baumbach, Jefferson Place

Grace Robilio, Jefferson Place

Betty Schmidt, Schulenburg Regency
Mary Ann Butler, Westminster, Austin
Gilbert Freudenberg, College Place

Assisted Living, Schulenburg
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What’s Happening at St. Paul

TACKY TUESDAY will meet on 8:30 am Tuesday, August 18, in the Fellowship Hall.
We will have a potluck meal at 11:30 am. Please join us as we pin hems, cut
batting, and tie knots in quilts for Lutheran World Relief. No experience is needed
and we welcome all members to join us.

WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY: took a break during the summer. They will
resume on Wednesday, September 2, at 8:30 in the Friendship Room.

FRIENDS IN FAITH, our women’s group: will resume meeting on Monday,
September 14. More information in the September Newsletter.

FISHERS OF MEN, our men’s group: will resume meeting on Monday, September
14. More information in the September Newsletter.

HANDBELL CHOIR: will meet at 6:00 pm on Wednesdays in the sanctuary
beginning August 19.

CHOIR: will meet at 7:00 pm on Wednesdays in the sanctuary beginning on
August 19.

PRAISE BAND: will meet at 8:00 on Wednesdays in the sanctuary beginning on
August 19.

CHURCH COUNCIL: will meet Tuesday, August 18, at 6:00 pm in the Friendship
Room.

LYO—will meet on Wednesday evenings at 6:30 -8:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall,
beginning August 12. Youth enjoy a meal and fellowship before devotional time
and reflection. Please contact either Caleb Parks (512-944-7859), Ashleigh Parks
(409-201-5489), or Rory Halpain ((979-702-8275) to get on the schedule for a meal
and to learn how many youth to prepare for if you would like to help with this
ministry.



Discover and Grow (Pre-K-6t" Grade) will meet on Wednesdays at 4:30 pm for a
snack and then at 5:00 will have prayers, songs, games, and more. The program
will last until 6:00 in the fellowship hall. The program begins August 12. For more
information call Rory Halpain.

Growing Roots (7t to 8" grade) will meet on Wednesdays at 4:30 pm for a snack,
the have faith education from 5:00-6:00 in the Friendship Room. The program
begins on August 12. For more information, call Pastor Mike.

Family Sunday School— begins on Sunday, August 16 upstairs lounge. Families
with their children (ages 3 to 6™ grade) will meet after the 9:00 AM worship each
week to have family learning activity and crafts with a Christian education theme.

Senior High Sunday School -begins on
Sunday August 16 for youth grades 9-12 in the youth room upstairs each week
after worship to have devotional time. Contact Rory Halpain for more information.

Adult Education — meets Sunday at 10:30 am in the Friendship Room.

LGISD FOOTBALL—St. Paul is hosting the LGISD Varsity Football team on Friday
afternoons of Home Games. The team will come by bus from the Pep Rally and to
the Fellowship Hall for a meal and fellowship. Other churches are assisting with
meals for this community-wide effort.




NAME

1 |[James Bramblett, Dawson Loehr, Bamba Scott
2 |Gloria Raschke, Ashleigh Parks, Tori Shimek

3 |Linda Morrison, Shelly Pietsch

7 |Truitt Hensel, Tim Knesek, Kay Marburger, Henry Turk, Cole Wolff
8 |Abigail Roscher, Colton Roscher

10 |Don Koether, Cody McGraw

11 |Janet Bayer, Steve Toddy

13 |Kylie Childs, April Hensel

16 |Cody Hengst

17 |(Kara Koether

20 |George Eilert, Jackson Rau

21 |Anna Karisch

22 |Dorothy Stolle

23 |Tony Miori, Lizzie Placke

26 |James Elias

27 |Kyndal Kutac

28 |Soledad Radcliff

30 |Glenn Eilert

31 |Jackson Wolff
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NAME DATE YEARS
Tim & Cindy Pundt Aug. 1 45
David & Patty Ehler Aug. 3 52
Tony & Tracye Jones Aug. 3 41
Greg & Teresa Bage Aug. 9 26
Darrell & Lori Moerbe Aug. 15 39
Shawn & Ann Raborn Aug. 15 39
Gary & Kathie Nitsche Aug. 17 51
Atlan & Jeanette Citzler Aug. 19 54
Todd & Melissa Oehlke Aug. 22 6
Chris & Danna Radcliff Aug. 22 28
Beth & Matthew Buss Aug. 24 7
Ronnie & Bonnie Schielack |Aug. 24 52
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St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church
2026 Second Chance Work Schedule

September 1-5

2026 Schedule:
October 13-19, and December 1-7

Second Chance hours: Tuesday-Saturday, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
& Mondays, 8 a.m., Address: 841 S. Reynolds St.; La Grange

Tuesday-Thursday are spent receiving, pricing and putting items out to sell; Fridays and Saturdays are the days
the store is open to the public {sales hours are 9 am to 3 pm}; and Monday mornings are for
straightening up the store for the next volunteers.

Thank you to all volunteers and
we always welcome new volunteers!

St. Paul Coordinators: Patty Ehler, JoLene Hughes, Linda Morrison,
Ginger Muesse, and Sylvia Jewell
CONTACT NUMBER: 979-249-6328
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2026 AMEN Schedule
8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Monday and 4:30 — 6:00 p.m. on Thursday

Food distribution at above times only
Address: 851 S. Reynolds St.; La Grange

Monday, September 14 is St. Paul’s Volunteer day to assist

More volunteers are needed: please call Rebecca Dittrich
(see her information below)
(AMEN is also open Thursdays ONLY to accept food donations from 1

10:00 am—12:00 pm: St. Paul Volunteers needed this day also)

Remaining 2026 Schedule: November 9

St. Paul’s AMEN Coordinator is Rebecca Dittrich. Please contact her at 512-762-1276 if you would like to
volunteer. Or you can email Rebecca at: rebecca.dittrichl1@gmail.com

REMINDER- Food donations are needed a white basket is at Walnut Street portico entrance, and a green
basket is on the porch of the church office. A grocery basket is located in the church lobby for your
donations.



St. Paul Financial Summary June, 2026

INCOME AMOUNT EXPENSE Amount

Offering - Unrestricted $24,490.98|Benevolence Synod S 4,609.93
Checking Acct Interest S 2.98 |Benevolence LOCAL S 1,750.00
Rent (Jefferson St. House) S 800.00 |Salaries/Payroll Expense S 24,629.28
Thrivent Grant Background checks VBS S 134.60
Oil & Gas Revenue Office Supplies/Equipment S 1,427.05
F/H Rental "The Chosen" Theater Rental (1/2) S 210.00
LOCAL FUNDS #iti##: Quilting expense S 194.98
AMEN S  35.00 AMEN - pass thru donations S 275.00
Lutherhill Ministries S 25.00 Lutherhill ministries - pass thru donations | $ 235.00
Second Chance S 5.00 LYO - pass thru donations S 1,575.00
LYO Trips/Activities S 1,275.00 LYO - budget transfer S 2,000.00
DEDICATED FUNDS: Property Maintenance S 768.43
Maintenance S 530.00 |Lawn care/Landscape clean up S 1,400.00
Renovation $ 1,295.00 |Miscellaneous Expenses S 210.79
VBS S 125.00 [Telephone/Internet S 397.03
Building New Construction Utilities S 1,737.03
Music/AV S  55.00 |Fayette Co. Record - advertising S 162.00
Altar Guild VBS Expenses S 871.00
Liberty Tree Appeal USA 250 S 382.00 [Janitorial Supplies S 363.56
Memorials S 150.00 |Software/licensing fees S 182.20
Stewardship Program $ 1,900.00 |Meals for St. Paul Friends S 225.00
SYNOD FUNDS %%%%: Hosptiality/Kitchen - supplies S 794.58
World Hunger S 399.93 Worship -headsets/communion S 2,722.80
Town & Country Missions S  20.00 Synod Assembly S 255.06
LWR S  75.00 LYO meeting expense S 106.25
Disaster - Earthquake S  75.00 Liberty Tree Appeal USA 250 S 382.00
TOTAL MONTH $ 1,909.93 | $29,730.96|TOTAL | S 47,618.57
###H# pass thru to local entities ELCA Endowment Funds
%%%% pass thru to Synod Office Gau for Sanctuary $853,999.88

ACCOUNT BALANCES AS OF 6/30/2026 Dippel Scholarship $197,641.59
Prosperty Bank
General Fund $65,588.54 Meservey Accounts
Renovation Balance $1,125.18 Unrestricted Account Balance $529,846.70
LYO Balance $18,095.56 Mission Balance $76,159.22
CD $100,000.00 LYO Scholarship Acct $24,721.70
FUND TRANFERS
Mersvery (6/5/26) $15,000.00
Gau( 6/25) as per Budget $50,000.00
Gau (6/29) quarterly $7,471.30




August Worship Assistants

August 2, 2026 8:30 AM
Ushers Glenn Eilert, George Eilert, Justin Anders
Lector Atlan Citzler

10:00 AM
Ushers Todd Oehlke, Don Koether,

Rhonda Koether, Bonnie Sladek
Lector Praise Band
Acolytes Luke Shows
Altar Guild Ginger Adamcik
Flowers Open
Fellowship Refreshments |Open
August 9, 2026 9:00 AM
Ushers Scott Toensing, Donnie Dippel,
Tim Knesek, Lloyd & Sylvia Jewell

Lector Ashlynd Judy
Acolytes To be determined
Altar Guild JoLene & Gerald Hughes
Flowers Open
Fellowship Refreshments |LYO Brunch

August 16, 2026

Ushers Cindy Pundt, Ashlynd Judy,
Rhonda Koether, Frank Teylk, Michael Mach
Lector Praise Band
Acolytes Luke Shows
Altar Guild Faye Bresan/Sandra Weyand
Flowers Jackie Skelton

Fellowship Refreshments

Linda Morrison

August 23, 2026
Ushers Wendy McCredie, Kenny & Patti Weber,
Frank & Lisa Moellenberndt
Lector Rebecca Hegar
Acolyte To be determined
Altar Guild To be determined
Flowers Open
Fellowship Refreshments |Open
August 30, 2026
Ushers John Acosta, Lynnette Boyd,
Linda Anders, Billy & Christie Nietsche
Lector Caleb Parks
Acolyte Jaxon Kurtz
Altar Guild To be determined
Flowers Open
Fellowship Refreshments |Open
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St. Paul Council 2026

Scott Toensing, president (phone: 979-966-2222)

Bradley Loehr, vice president

Wendy McCredie, treasurer

Cindy Pundt, secretary

John Acosta, mission/Peru

Glenn Davis, stewardship/endowment
Glenn Eilert, outreach/social ministry
Diane Menefee, worship/technology
Leah Wolff, youth/parish education
Todd Oehlke, property

Parish office hours
Monday-Friday 8:00 AM-5:00 PM
Office phone: 979-968-5657
Fellowship Hall phone: 979-968-9603
www.stpaullg.org

Email: stpaul@cvctx.com
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St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
PO Box 567/427 S Washington Street
La Grange, Texas 78945

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Dated material
Please do not delay

~

St. Paul

Lutheran Church

share e care « grow

La Grange, Texas

Staff

The Rev. Michael Rinehart, interim pastor
Cell: 936-524-2625

Email: stpaullg.interim.pastor@gmail.com
Rory Halpain: Children, Youth, Family Director
Cell: 979-702-8276

Email: rory.halpainl@gmail.com

Ruth Poncik, office manager

Sherise Davis, organist

Cindy Pundt, organist

Kathy Toensing, adult choir/praise band

Non-Profit Organization
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La Grange, TX
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