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From the beginning, through baptism, we are called Christian. We are “Christ-ened” at the font. Bearing 

Christ’s name, we share the same Father and are invited to address this parent intimately: Abba! Jesus 

bears our sins in humble obedience to the will of God. Today we pray that the mind of Christ, whose name 

we bear, would be our own. It is a good way to begin, again, another year.  

 

GATHER 

Prelude 
 
Annoucements 

 
HYMN   Joy to the World       #267 
  

Responsive Litany 

Jesus, the bright Morning Star, shines light in the world. 
By day and night he shines for all to see. 
Jesus was born in the midst of injustice and poverty 
that the world may see the justice and richness of God. 
God so loved the world God sent Jesus, 
so that all who believe in him may not perish but have eternal life. 
Jesus is the light of the world. 
Jesus is the light of our lives. 
Sing to God a new song! 
A song of hope, joy, and peace around the world. 

 
Greeting 

P:The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all.  And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 

P: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us 

from the sin that hinders our faith, that eagerly we may receive your promises, for you live 

and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen 

Welcome! 
+ Welcome to worship!  All are welcome at the table of grace.  We believe that Christ is truly present as we 

share the bread and wine.  Those at home are invited to participate with appropriate elements.   
+ The 9 a.m. service will be on Facebook live & audio streamed on our webpage, www.stpaullg.org.  It will 

also be posted on our Facebook page.  You may listen to last week’s service on KBUK 104.9 FM on 
Sundays at 10 am.   

+ Everyone is invited for coffee and snacks in the Fellowship Hall following Sunday morning’s service.  



 

Lessons and Carols 

First Reading:  Genesis 1: 1-5, 14-18 
1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a formless 
void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face 
of the waters. 3Then God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light. 4And God saw that 
the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, 
and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first 
day. 
14And God said, "Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the 
night; and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, 15and let them be 
lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth." And it was so. 16God made the two 
great lights — the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night — and 
the stars. 17God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, 18to rule over 
the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it 
was good. 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.  

Hymn    On Christmas Night (verses 1 & 4)                        # 274 

Second Reading: Micah 5: 2-5a 
2But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall 
come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days.  
3Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has brought forth;  
then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel.  4And he shall stand and feed 
his strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.  And they shall live 
secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth;  5and he shall be the one of 

peace.                                                

The Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 

Hymn      It Came Upon The Midnight Clear (verses 1 & 4)                                #282 

 

Third Reading: Luke 1: 26-35, 38 
26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 
27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's 
name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, "Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with 
you." 29But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this 
might be. 30The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 
31And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 
32He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to 
him the throne of his ancestor David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of 



 

his kingdom there will be no end." 34Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I am a 
virgin?" 35The angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the 
Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called 
Son of God. 38Then Mary said, "Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according 
to your word." Then the angel departed from her.       The Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to 
God. 

Hymn Of the Father’s Love Begotten (verses 1 & 2)  # 295 

 

 Fourth Reading: Matthew 1: 18-25 
18Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been 
engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the 
Holy Spirit. 19Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to 
public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20But just when he had resolved to do this, an 
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid 
to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear 
a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins." 22All this 
took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 23"Look, the virgin 
shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel," which means, "God is 
with us." 24When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; 
he took her as his wife, 25but had no marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and 
he named him Jesus. 

The Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 

Hymn            O Come All Ye Faithful (verses 1 & 2)     #283 

 

Fifth Reading: Luke 2: 8-20 

8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 

night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 

them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see — I am 

bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of 

David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child 

wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." 13And suddenly there was with the angel a 

multitude of the  heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

 14"Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 
15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 

"Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has 

made known to us." 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child 

lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about 

this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary 



 

treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, 

glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.                       

The Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 

Hymn  The First Noel (Verses 1 & 2)              # 300 

Sixth Reading: Matthew 2: 1-11 

1In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the 
East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, "Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? 
For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage." 3When King Herod 
heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling together all the chief 
priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 
5They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:  6'And you, 
Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;  for from 
you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.'" 7Then Herod secretly called for 
the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared. 8Then he 
sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have 
found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage." 9When they had 
heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at 
its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10When they saw that the star 
had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the house, they saw the child 
with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their 
treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.     

The Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 

Hymn  We Three Kings of Orient Are 

We three kings of Orient are;  bearing gifts we traverse afar, 

field and fountain, moor and mountain, following yonder star. Refrain 

Refrain   Oh, star of wonder, star of night, star with royal beauty bright; 

      westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light! 

Born a king on Bethlehem’s plain, gold I bring to crown him again; 

king forever, ceasing never, over us all to reign.  Refrain 

 

 Seventh Reading: John 1: 1-14 
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He 
was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and without him not 
one thing came into being. What has come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the 
light of all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 
6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify to 



 

the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to 
testify to the light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the 
world.10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did 
not know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12But 
to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of 
God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of 
God. 14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory 
as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth. 

The Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 

Hymn      Good Christian Friends, Rejoice (verses 1 & #3)          # 288 

  

Nicene Creed 

A: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 
is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father;  through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came 
down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the  

virgin Mary and became truly human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered death and was buried.  

 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures;  he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.                                       
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 
through the prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.  We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen.     

 

Prayers of Intercession    
With wonder and thanksgiving for Christ’s coming into the world, we pray for the church, the life of the 

earth, and the whole human family. 

A brief silence. 

Holy God, you have given the church the holy name of Jesus, and in him we are your beloved children. Unite 

us in mission through the power of his Spirit. Make us worthy of the name we bear, the name in which we 

pray. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

 



 

Offeratory  ELW 186 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.  Cast me not away 
from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me.  Restore to me the joy of your 
salvation, and uphold me with your free Spirit. 

Offering Prayer 

A: God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures  

forever. You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these 

gifts, that we might be for the world signs of your gracious  

presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

The Sharing of the Peace 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 

Renewing God, restore your glory to the earth. Awaken humanity to our kinship with all living 

things that depend on your provision. Teach us to care for the earth and safeguard its treas-

ures for those who come after us. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Peacemaking God, reconcile the nations. Bless us with peace in Ukraine and other places at 

war.  End acts of aggression and violence carried out in your name. God of grace, hear our 

prayer. 

Delivering God, rescue our siblings in any danger, especially in communities where disaster 

and disease threaten. Move those in authority to respond with speed and compassion. We 

pray for the safety of first responders, health care workers, and all who protect us. God of 

grace, hear our prayer. 

Healing God, raise up any who are ill or troubled. Deepen our care and concern for one an-

other. Bring healing to those we name aloud or silently.  God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Saving God, redeem us and grant us eternal peace. We give thanks for the faithful departed 

who now rest in your undying love, made known to us in Jesus our Emmanuel. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Pondering the mystery of eternal love made flesh in Christ Jesus, we commend all for whom 

we pray to the mercy of God. Amen. 



 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our tres-

passes, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory  forever and 

ever.  Amen 

           MEAL 

The Great Thanksgiving  ELW 144 

P: The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of pow’r and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Words of Institution 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and  
gave thanks; broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;  
this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 
through whom you will also make all things new 
in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 



 

 
Communion 
All are welcome to the Lord’s table.  White grape juice is in the center of  the tray of cups.  If 
you are physically unable to come forward for  communion, please tell an usher and 
communion will be brought to  you.  You may also remain in your pew and use a 
prepackaged kit. 
 
 
Prayer after Communion 
P: We thank you, wondrous God, for Jesus, God with us, in these gifts of bread and wine.  
As we have shared this feast of love, strengthen us to share your love with all the world.  In 
Jesus’ name we pray.  
Amen. 

Agnus Dei  page 146 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.   

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.   

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                      SENDING 

Blessing 

P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  Amen. 

 

Sending Song           Hark! The Herald Angels Sing    # 270 

 

Dismissal 

P: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord  Thanks be to God. 



 

SAVE THE DATE— The Annual Meeting of St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church will be  

Sunday, January 22, 2023.   Services will be at 10:00 on January 22, 2023 followed by a 
meal in the Fellowship Hall at 11:15.   Members are asked to bring a dessert to share.  
The Annual Meeting will start at 11:45.  Please bring your copy of the Annual Report to 
the meeting. 

 

2023 OFFERING ENVELOPES are available.  Please get your box but don’t start using 
them until 2023!  All offerings given or postmarked by December 31, 2022 will be in-
cluded on your 2022 Giving Statement.  If you do not see your box, contact Ruth in the 
church office. 

SATURDAY:  5:00 pm Worship 

SUNDAY:   9:00 am  Worship   

MONDAY: 8:30 am St Paul at Second  

 Chance 

  7:00 pm Friends in Faith 

                          In Friendship Room 

    NO CONFIRMATION CLASS 

WEDNESDAY: 6:00 pm Hand Bells 

   7:00 pm Choir 

   8:00 pm Praise Band 

NO LYO THIS WEEK 

SATURDAY :  5:00 pm Worship   

SUNDAY:  9:00 am Worship  

              10:30 am Sunday School  

THIS  Weekend:  

5:00 pm   USHERS:  Billy & Christie Nietsche 
      LECTOR:  To Be Determined 
        ALTAR GUILD:  JoLene & Gerald Hughes 
9:00 am   USHERS:  Wayne Anders Family 
      LECTOR:  Atlan Citzler 
        ALTAR GUILD:  JoLene & Gerald Hughes 
FELLOWSHIP REFRESHMENTS: Linda Anders 
               FLOWERS:  Open 
NEXT Weekend: 1/7 & 1/8 
7:00 pm  USHERS:  Richard & Danette Coufal 
     LECTOR:  Chloe Coufal 
       ALTAR GUILD:  Faye Bresan 
9:00 am  USHERS:  Frank & Lisa Moellenberndt 
     LECTOR:  Praise Band 
       ALTAR GUILD:  Lisa Moellenberndt         
FELLOWSHIP REFRESHMENTS : Open 
             FLOWERS:  Open 


