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In the waters of the Jordan, Jesus is revealed as the beloved Son of God. Through this great epiphany, Jesus 

fulfills all righteousness and becomes the servant of God who will bring forth justice and be a light to the 

nations. In the waters of baptism we too are washed by the Word, anointed by the Spirit, and named God’s 

beloved children. Our  baptismal mission is to proclaim good news to all who are oppressed or in need of 

God’s healing.  

GATHER 

Prelude 
 
Announcements 
 
Invocation   The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism. 
 
P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen 
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to 
live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive 
your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
 
Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given 

ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion 

forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to 

do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in 

newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made  us alive 

together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins 

are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ 

may live in your hearts through faith. Amen. 

 

HYMN                      God, Whose Almighty Word         #673 

 

Greeting 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all.  And also with you. 

Welcome! 
+ Welcome to worship!  All are welcome at the table of grace.  We believe that Christ is truly present as we 

share the bread and wine.  Those at home are invited to participate with appropriate elements.   
+ The 9 a.m. service will be on Facebook live & audio streamed on our webpage, www.stpaullg.org.  It will 

also be posted on our Facebook page.  You may listen to last week’s service on KBUK 104.9 FM on 
Sundays at 10 am.   

+ Everyone is invited for coffee and snacks in the Fellowship Hall following Sunday morning’s service.  



 

 Kyrie  page 138 
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.  Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.   
Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and  
for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us  
pray to the Lord.  Lord, have mercy. 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord.  Amen. 
 
Canticle of Praise  pages 139-140 
P: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth.  
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give 
you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take  
away the sin of the world, have mercy on us; you are seated at the right  
hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the  
Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  
Amen 
 
Prayer of the Day 
P:  : O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him your beloved Son and 

anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized into Christ faithful to their 

calling to be your daughters and sons, and  empower us all with your Spirit, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and  forever.  
Amen 

 

The First Reading:  Isaiah 42: 1-9 
God’s servant is endowed with God’s spirit in order to bring justice to the nations. The servant will not 

exercise authority boisterously or with violence, nor will weariness ever prevent the fulfilling of the servant’s 

task. God’s old promises have been fulfilled; the servant’s new assignment is to bring light to the nations.  

1Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 
I have put my spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. 
2He will not cry or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the street;3 a bruised reed he will not 
break,  and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. 4He 
will not grow faint or be crushed until he has established justice in the earth; and the 



 

coastlands wait for his teaching. 5Thus says God, the Lord, who created the heavens and 
stretched them out, who spread out the earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to 
the people upon it and spirit to those who walk in it: 6I am the Lord, I have called you in 
righteousness, I have taken you by the hand and kept you;  I have given you as a covenant to 
the people, a light to the nations, 7to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners 
from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness. 8I am the Lord, that is my 
name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to idols. 9See, the former things have come to 
pass, and new things I now declare; before they spring forth, 
I tell you of them.  
The  Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm: Psalm 29 
1Ascribe to the Lord, you gods, 
  ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 
 2Ascribe to the Lord the glory due God’s name; 
  worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. 
 3The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; 
  the Lord is upon the mighty waters. 
 4The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice; 
  the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor.  
 5The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees; 
  the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 
 6the Lord makes Lebanon skip like a calf, 
  and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 
 7The voice of the Lord 
  bursts forth in  lightning flashes. 
 8The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; 
  the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.  
 9The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe and strips the  forests bare. 
  And in the temple of the Lord all are crying, “Glory!” 
 10The Lord sits enthroned above the flood; 
  the Lord sits enthroned as king forevermore. 
 11O Lord, give strength to your people; 
  give them, O Lord, the blessings of peace.  

 
The Second Reading: Acts 1: 34-43 
Peter crosses the sharp religious boundary separating Jews from Gentiles and proclaims the good news of 

God’s inclusive forgiveness in Jesus’ name to Cornelius, a Roman centurion. As a result of Peter’s preaching, 

Cornelius and his family become the first Gentiles to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.  

34Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly understand that God shows 
no partiality, 35but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable 
to him. 36You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus 
Christ—he is Lord of all. 37That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after 



 

the baptism that John announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit 
and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the 
devil, for God was with him. 39We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in 
Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40but God raised him on the third 
day and allowed him to appear, 41not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as 
witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42He commanded us 
to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living 
and the dead. 43All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives 
forgiveness of sins through his name.”  
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  

Gospel Acclamation  ELW 142 
 
Alleluia.  Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life.   
Alleluia.  Alleluia. 
 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

The Gospel:  Matthew 3: 13-17 
Before Jesus begins his ministry, he is baptized by John, touched by the Spirit, and identified publicly as God’s 

child.  

13Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 14John would 
have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 15But 
Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all 
righteousness.” Then he consented. 16And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up 
from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God 
descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, 
the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.”  

 
The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Children’s Word  
 

Sermon                                             
Hymn                     Christ, When For Us You Were Baptized          #304 

 

Nicene Creed 
A: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 
is, seen and unseen.   

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father;  through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came 
down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly 



 

human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  he suffered death and was 
buried.   

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures;  he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.   

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 
through the prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.  We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen.     

Prayers of Intercession    

Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

Calling God, you speak with power to your church. Open our hearts and minds to the new 

things you are declaring. Strengthen your people. Equip the baptized for your reconciling and 

redeeming work. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

Renewing God, you provide the waters of the earth and in Jesus’ baptism you reveal the 

waters of life. Cleanse and protect oceans. Bring relief to parched lands and to communities 

without access to safe water. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

Righteous God, establish justice. Increase cooperation and dialogue between nations. Guide  

authorities to govern with equity, vision, and integrity. We pray for those in military service, 

for peacemakers, and for our enemies. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

Abiding God, your mercy is steadfast. Give sanctuary to people who flee from oppression, 

war, poverty, and famine. Sustain health care workers, caregivers, first responders, 

counselors, and all who help and heal. Comfort those who are grieving or experiencing 

distress or illness. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

Blessing God, in Christ you gather the beloved community. Kindle the gifts of your Spirit in 

your people. Accompany the newly baptized, and any beginning a new ministry. Inspire 

synodical leaders and congregational councils to serve with imagination and wisdom. 

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

Promising God, your faithfulness endures throughout all generations. We give thanks for 

those who have died in Christ, trusting that we will be united with them and all the saints in 

Christ’s resurrection life. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power revealed in 

Christ crucified.  Amen. 



 

           MEAL 

The Great Thanksgiving  ELW 144 

P: The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of pow’r and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Words of Institution 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for 
the remembrance of me.   

 

 Offering Song  ELW 186 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.  Cast me not away from 
your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me.  Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 
and uphold me with your free Spirit. 

Offering Prayer 

P: God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. You bring forth 
bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be 
for the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 
through whom you will also make all things new 
in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

The Sharing of the Peace 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 

Offering   The offering plates will be passed.  



 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our tres-

passes, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory  forever and 

ever.  Amen 

Agnus Dei  page 146 
 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.   
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.   
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 
 
Communion 
All are welcome to the Lord’s table.  White grape juice is in the center of  the tray of cups.  If you 
are physically unable to come forward for  communion, please tell an usher and communion will 
be brought to  you.  You may also remain in your pew and use a prepackaged kit. 
 
Prayer after Communion 
P: God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us with Christ, 
making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may 
proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, 
our Lord. 
Amen. 

     SENDING 

Blessing 

P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  Amen. 

    

Sending    Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters          #445 

 

Dismissal 

A: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  Thanks be to God.    

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  
Do this for the remembrance of me. 



 

AMEN—the second weekend of the month is designated for AMEN collections at St Paul.  The month 
of December was a phenomenal month of donations—lthe total amount of food donations and   
Monetary donations will be announced at the Annual Meeting on 1/22.  Let’s keep up the support of 
those less fortunate in our community.  
 

BUILDING FACILITIES COMMITTEE—meeting is Monday 1/9 at 6:00 in the Fellowship Hall.  The com-
mittee is working on a long range plan for the use of St. Paul facilities and properties. 

 

FRIENDS IN FAITH—will meet Monday, 1/9 at 7:00 pm at the home of Ann Raborn; 198 Charles St.;  

La Grange.   

 
PROPERTY COMMITTEE—will meet Tuesday, 1/10 at 6:00 pm in the Friendship Room 

 

SAVE THE DATE— The Annual Meeting of St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church will be  

Sunday, January 22, 2023.   Services will be at 10:00 on January 22, 2023 followed by a meal in the  

Fellowship Hall at 11:15.   Members are asked to bring a dessert to share.  The Annual Meeting will 
start at 11:45.  Please bring your copy of the Annual Report to the meeting. 

SATURDAY:  5:00 pm Worship 

SUNDAY:   9:00 am  Worship   

          10:30 am Sunday  School 

MONDAY : 9:00 am Quilters 

          5:00 pm Confirmation 

  6:00 pm Building Facilities  
  Committee 

  7:00 pm Friends in Faith 

TUESDAY:  6:00 pm Property   
  Committee 

WEDNESDAY: 6:00 pm Hand Bells 

   7:00 pm Choir 

   8:00 pm Praise Band 

   6:30 pm LYO 

SATURDAY :  5:00 pm  Worship   

SUNDAY:  9:00 am  Worship 

       10:30 am Sunday School 

     THIS  Weekend:  
5:00 pm   USHERS:  Richard & Danette Coufal 
      LECTOR:  Chloe Coufal 
        ALTAR GUILD:  Faye Bresan 
9:00 am   USHERS:  Frank & Lisa Moellenberndt 
      LECTOR:  Praise Band 
        ALTAR GUILD:  Lisa Mollenberndt 
FELLOWSHIP REFRESHMENTS: Open 
               FLOWERS:  Open 
 
NEXT Weekend: 1/14 & 1/15 
7500 pm  USHERS:  Bonnie Sladek/Annette Citzler 
     LECTOR:  Annette Citzler 
       ALTAR GUILD:  Gloria Raschke/Ginger Muesse 
9:00 am  USHERS:  Tim & Susan Knesek 
     LECTOR:  Wendy McCredie 
       ALTAR GUILD:  Gloria Raschke/Ginger Muesse         
FELLOWSHIP REFRESHMENTS : Annette Citzler 
             FLOWERS:  Open 
          


