GOOD and EVIL

The Parable of the Wheat and the Weeds

Can you tell the difference?

St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church
July 19, 2026 — 10:00 AM
8t Sunday after Pentecost
The Rev. Michael Rinehart, Interim Pastor
Cindy Pundt, Organist

Hearing assistance devices and children’s activity bags are available in the lobby:
Ushers can help as needed.

Welcome to worship!

*F indicates to make the sign of the cross.
Boldface print indicates congregational responses.



GIRTHER

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father, and of the *F* Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

PRELUDE
Please stand as able.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your
will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of
Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all
your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the - Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

GATHERING SONG O Holy Spirit, Enter In ELW #786



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE This is the Feast page 140

Refrain
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
whose blood set us free to be people of God. Refrain

Power, riches, wisdom and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are his. Refrain

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. Refrain

For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia. Refrain

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness and
compassion. By your Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we may be
rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
Please be seated.

FIRST READING: Genesis 28:10-19a

10 Jacob left Beer-sheba and went toward Haran. ' He came to a certain place and
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of
the place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. > And he dreamed
that there was a stairway set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven, and
the angels of God were ascending and descending on it. 13 And the LORD stood

beside him and said, “l am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God
of Isaac; the land on which you lie | will give to you and to your offspring, 1*and
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your offspring shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to
the west and to the east and to the north and to the south, and all the families of
the earth shall be blessed in you and in your offspring. 1> Know that | am with you
and will keep you wherever you go and will bring you back to this land, for | will
not leave you until | have done what | have promised you.” *® Then Jacob woke
from his sleep and said, “Surely the LORD is in this place—and | did not know

it!” 7 And he was afraid and said, “How awesome is this place! This is none other
than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.”

1850 Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that he had put
under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it. °® He called
that place Bethel.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 139:1-12, 23-24
1 LorD, you have searched me out;
O LoRD, you have known me.
2You know my sitting down and my rising up;
you discern my thoughts from afar.
3You trace my journeys and my resting-places
and are acquainted with all my ways.
“Indeed, there is not a word on my lips,
but you, O LoRD, know it altogether.
>You encompass me, behind and before,
and lay your hand upon me.
®Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;
it is so high that | cannot attain to it.
"Where can | go then from your Spirit?
Where can | flee from your presence?
81f | climb up to heaven, you are there;
if | make the grave my bed, you are there also.
If | take the wings of the morning
and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea,
10 even there your hand will lead me
and your right hand hold me fast.



111f | say, “Surely the darkness will cover me,
and the light around me turn to night,”
12 darkness is not dark to you; the night is as bright as the day;
darkness and light to you are both alike.
23Search me out, O God, and know my heart;
try me and know my restless thoughts.
24 Look well whether there be any wickedness in me
and lead me in the way that is everlasting.

SECOND READING: Romans 8:12-25

1250 then, brothers and sisters, we are obligated, not to the flesh, to live according
to the flesh—13for if you live according to the flesh, you will die, but if by the Spirit
you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. *For all who are led by the
Spirit of God are children of God. *> For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall
back into fear, but you received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abbal!

Father!” 18it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children
of God, ¥ and if children, then heirs: heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if we
in fact suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him.

18] consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing
with the glory about to be revealed to us. *° For the creation waits with eager
longing for the revealing of the children of God, %°for the creation was subjected
to futility, not of its own will, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in
hope 2! that the creation itself will be set free from its enslavement to decay and
will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22 We know that the
whole creation has been groaning together as it suffers together the pains of
labor, 23 and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of
the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our
bodies. 24 For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope, for who
hopes for what one already sees? 2> But if we hope for what we do not see, we
wait for it with patience.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
Please stand as able.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia. Alleluia.

GOSPEL: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

The holy gospel according to St. Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord.

24 [Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may
be compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field,2> but while everybody
was asleep an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat and then went
away. 26 So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as
well. 27 And the slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you
not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ 22 He
answered, ‘An enemy has done this.” The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us
to go and gather them?’ 2° But he replied, ‘No, for in gathering the weeds you
would uproot the wheat along with them. 30 Let both of them grow together until
the harvest, and at harvest time | will tell the reapers: Collect the weeds first and
bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.””

36 Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples
approached him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” 3’ He
answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; 33the field is the
world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the
children of the evil one, 3° and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. 4% Just as the weeds are collected
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. ' The Son of Man will
send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all
evildoers, #2and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the
kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!”

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE



SERMON Good and Evil
Please stand as able.

HYMN OF THE DAY Great is Thy Faithfulness

APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
*t the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

ELW #733

Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church,

the world, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

God our source, protect your church from those who sow weeds among the
wheat. Where we trade grace for judgment, restore us, and where we get lost

among the complexities of life, guide us. God of grace,
hear our prayer.



God our creator, sustain creation in places not easily seen; the depths of oceans,
microscopic plants and animals, galaxies beyond our own. May we share earth’s
dedication to hope for what we do not yet see. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our soil, we yearn to live on your lands and waters with justice and in
righteousness. Renew the hearts of all in authority, that our leaders guide wisely
toward the flourishing of all. We pray for the President of the United States,

the Governor of Texas, the Mayor of La Grange and other elected officials.

God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our rock, be a source of constancy for those whose lives have been uprooted
by war, eviction, global climate change, unemployment, harassment, false witness
to their character, or illness or injury. We pray especially for Royce, Ezekiel, Mary

Ann, Loretta, Lori, Jim, and Leroy. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our teacher, guide and provide for all summer camp staff and campers,
daycare professionals, librarians, summer school educators and coaches, teachers
preparing for the coming academic year, and youth becoming first-time
babysitters. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our hope, the message of your salvation is planted among us in all times and
places. We give you thanks for the witness of all the saints who shine like the sun
in your presence. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Gracious God, guide our call committee through your Holy Spirit to our next pastor
at St. Paul. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our
cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus.
Amen.



PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.
The congregation shares the peace with one another and is then seated.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please share your name and contact information on the pew pad. Pass it down to
others, then place sheets in offering plate.

OFFERING E%EE

If you prefer to give online, the QR code will take you to the online giving page. H
Please stand as able. E
OFFERTORY ELW 184

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of blessing.

Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, that we may be fed with the
bread of life. Gather the hopes and dreams of all; unite them with the prayers we
offer. Grace our table with your presence and give us a foretaste of the feast to
come.

OFFERING PRAYER

Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart

in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your
abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us

now and forever.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING page 152
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.



Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name
and join their unending hymn:

SANCTUS page 144
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your
glory. Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the
name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great
love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to
all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all whom
you have fed with this heavenly food through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!
Please be seated.

AGNUS DEI page 146
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.

COMMUNION
The ushers will direct you forward to receive communion or a blessing. All are welcome at the
table. White grape juice is in the center of the trays. If you are physically unable to come

forward for communion, please tell an usher and communion will be brought to you.

Please stand as able.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with
the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal,

may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of
Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.

Amen.
BLESSING
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, 't one God, bless, heal, and hold you

today and always.
Amen

SENDING SONG Come, Ye Thankful People, Come ELW #693

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church

PO Box 567/110 W. Walnut St., La Grange, Texas 78945
Interim Pastor Michael Rinehart: 936-524-2625, stpaullg.interim.pastor@gmail.com
Children, Youth, and Family Director Rory Halpain: 979-702-8275 or rory.halpainl@gmail.com
Music Director Kathy Toensing
Ruth Poncik, Office Manager, Office Hours: M-F 8AM-1PM, 2PM-5PM
Phone: 979-968-5657 Email: stpaul@cvctx.com Web site: stpaullg.org
Wi-Fi Internet Access Join: St_Paul_Church_Guest
Password: 9799685657

or Scan this QR code to connect

A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America: www.elca.org
Worship is streamed on Facebook live. It is also posted on our Facebook page.
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Serving Today at 8:30 am

Ushers: Glenn Eilert, Duke & Cindy Hengst
Lector: Leah Wolff

Altar Guild: Gloria Raschke

Serving Today at 10:00 am

Ushers: Diane Menefee, James & Sharon Elias, Jackie Skelton

Acolyte: Luke Shows

Lector: Sharon Elias

Altar Guild: Gloria Raschke

Flowers: In celebration of their 40" wedding anniversary on July 19 by Glenn
and Sherise Davis.

Fellowship: Annette Citzler

EVENTS THIS WEEK
Tuesday 8:30am  St. Paul at Second Chance thru 7/25
8:30 am Tacky Tuesday — quilting in Fellowship Hall
6:00 pm  Church Council in Friendship Room
Wednesday NOON August Newsletter Deadline

Serving Next Sunday 7/26 at 8:30 am

Ushers: Leah Wolff, Faye Bresan, Gloria Raschke
Lector: Atlan Citzler

Altar Guild: Lisa Moellenberndt

Serving Next Sunday 7/26 at 10:00 am

Ushers: Glenn Davis, Dianne Lude, Janet Coronado, John D. Marburger

Acolyte: Emmy Neal

Lector: David Ehler

Altar Guild: Lisa Moellenberndt

Flowers: Open

Fellowship: Open
Next Weekend’s Readings:

Genesis 29: 15-28; Psalm 105, 1-11, 45b; Romans 8:26-29

Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52
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— YOU’RE INVITED TO —

CONNECT

with our church family
SHARE '
updates & prayer requests
ENCOURAGE
one another

I i : 2yl p o
@ BSt. Pauyl Exchange
Private group - Members

f JOIN OUR pRyATE
FACEBOOK GRroyp

Ll grow Tegetier/ ()

Would you like to serve alongside fellow
members of St. Paul?
v We are forming a volunteer team to assist
with projects at Lutherhill on occasional
SATURDAY MORNINGS.

Projects will be coordinated with Lutherhill staff

@ to ensure they are safe, meaningful, and
appropriate for volunteers of varying skill levels.
This is a wonderful opportunity for fellowship
while supporting a ministry that has impacted
so many lives.

Inderested or have questions?
Contact John Acosta
O (512) 749-9966




Planning Meeting - Children & Youth
Sunday, July 26, 11:15

Friendship Room Parents and
Helpers

T Invited!
!N- Sunday School
i * Confirmation

 Wednesdays

15



KICKOFF SUNDAY

AT ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH
WY« Lo Grange TX —

" L8> AUGUST 9, 2026 < 88 1
\\\ . > CARE - SHARE - GROW & ,‘ ] - ﬂ j
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“May | have a word with you about the
new summer choir outfits¢”
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