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Hospitality 101

Some churches are effusively welcoming; some churches are not. There's a whole
spectrum of levels between extremely welcoming and unwelcoming.

Jeff wanted to visit a new church. He didn't know what time the services were, so
he called. He got a cryptic voicemail, with no information about service times or
location. He went to the website, where he was greeted with an Easter message
that someone forgot to take down. After a little digging he found the service times
and address. On Sunday, he walked up to a door which was locked. Then another
door, also locked. Finally, walking around the building, he found an open door to
the fellowship hall. As he entered, a group of people standing in a circle with cups
of coffee were talking. They turned around and saw him, then, without a word,
turned back to their group, and continued their conversation, ignoring him
altogether. At church no one said a word to him. He shook the Pastor's hand on the
front porch of the church and then went to his car never to return.

Even if the other worshipers had been friendly and welcoming, the overall
experience was not. Welcome is more than just being nice to new faces. It means
creating a welcome atmosphere with clear communication, plenty of signage, and
a well-kept-up facility. Wide welcome takes the will, preparation, time, awareness,
and consistency.

Jennifer, a single mom, visited a church with her son. As they approached the
church, the door opened and a greeter welcomed them with a handshake, holding
the door for them. A colorful bag of children’s toys was immediately visible and
enticing. Worshipers greeted them. She visited every Sunday after that and ended
up joining. At the new member class, she shared her experience of church
shopping. The pastor asked her why she kept coming and chose to join. Her
response surprised him: “This is the only church that didn’t ask me where my



husband was.” She had escaped an abusive situation and was doing a great job of
raising her child as a single mom. Being in a place that did not look down upon her
for being divorced was an important factor. You just never know.

Most people who visit a church are doing so for a reason. There is usually stress
involved. Maybe they have just moved into the area. Moving is stressful. Maybe
they have had a bad experience at another church. Maybe they’ve been wounded
and rejected by the church but are risking trying again. Maybe they’ve been
unchurched for a long time, but are experiencing a crisis, or something that is
urging them to seek out some kind of spiritual community. Whatever it is, handle
with care.

When you have guests over for dinner, you greet them at the door. You shake
hands or hug. Maybe you take their coat or give them a place to set down a purse.
You welcome them and offer them something to drink. Maybe there are some
appetizers set out. You let them know where the rest room is. You have
conversation and eventually sit down for the main course. More conversation. You
show interest and inquire about how they are doing. Dessert? Move to the living
room for more conversation?

This is called good hospitality. It’s really about the same in the church. This is why
what happens in the fellowship hall is so important. It is part of the warm
welcome, and where most of the conversation is likely to happen.

Recently, we are trying out a welcome sign on a sandwich board on the sidewalk.
Several guests shared with me they drove around the church unsure of where to
enter. This makes it more visible. If the weather is such that the doors can be open,
that’s a great sign. Ushers do more than distribute bulletins. They are the front
lines. Most visitors decide whether they come back to a church in the first few
minutes of their visit (long before the sermon comes along). First impressions are
important.

They are asking themselves: Am | comfortable here? Is there life? Energy? Will my
kids like it? Can | make friends? Will there be soulful role models for my kids? Are
people kind? Can | be myself, warts and all? What’s the music like? Is it inspiring?



Then follow up is important. Does anyone call? Is there a way to enter the system
without feeling like a Johnny-come-lately, a second-class citizen? What if I'm not
Lutheran? What if I’'m not German? What if | came from somewhere else? Are
there groups to join: study, service, music?

Churches that revitalize make decisions for the sake of those not yet here. Instead
of battling for what they want or what they like, the current members think about
what will sing the heart song of those not here yet. Hymns are chosen for the sake
of others. Worship times are chosen for the sake of others. Budgets are set for
others. Programs are launched for others.

I’'ve been impressed at how flexible St. Paul is. There is a willingness to try new
things. Slides, communications, lights, service times, programs, and more. That’s a
sign of life. And you’re seeing the results. | encourage you to give generously, to
see this movement continue to grow. We’ve added a youth worker. We're
publicizing out in the community. Thank you for making this happen.

Michael Rinehart, Interim Pastor
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Rory’s Story

Hey Church Family!
We have had a great summer so far and are looking forward to what is coming for
the rest of the summer and fall semesters!

What a Mess!
June 15-19 we hosted Vacation Bible School with kids from age 4 - completed 6th
grade. We had 45 kids in attendance and about 19 adult volunteers present each
day as well as some gracious people who kept our volunteers fed by providing
lunch or breakfast. This was a large jump in attendance from last year, and it was
super simple to achieve by contacting parents on our membership roster as well as
reaching out to our community through the Fayette County News group on
Facebook. The campers this week were able to make a mess in art and games,
learn about the messy world we live in through bible lessons, and create their own
messy snack to eat, all before noon! This program was vital to these kids' growth in
themselves and in their faith. The volunteers and | were able to see the
transformation both in what the kids learned and how their personalities exploded
towards the end of the week. The adults and | were also able to see the growth in
the youth volunteers this week as they learned how to lead younger children and
developed their leadership iIIs.

T

July Activities!
Coming up in July we will be taking a group of 7 kids to Lutherhill July 5-10th.
Lutherhill still has availability, so if anyone else would like to register last minute,



please let me know. This is for anyone age 6- Completed 8th grade and is an
overnight camp experience. LYO, our high school group, will be taking a trip to
Asheville, North Carolina July 10- 18, where they will be helping rebuild houses
that were destroyed by Hurricane Helene. We are so excited for these
opportunities the children and youth will experience this summer.

Splashway!

On August 2nd we will be ending our summer programming with a family trip to
Splashway. Splashway is free to anyone under the age of 2, and the group discount
means $36 each for everyone else! St. Paul will reserve a shaded area in which to
gather and leave any belongings you might have. You are welcome to bring coolers
with food or drinks you and your family might enjoy for a picnic at the waterpark.
We will meet at Splashway from 12-1 and discounted tickets will be available to
you upon arrival, if you pre-order in advance: just fill out the form link below to tell
us how many tickets your family will need. Then bring the ticket payment to the
church office (cash or check). Please register and pay by July 24 so we can let
Splashway know how many people we are expecting!

Of 30

https://forms.gle/aCel7AK2MLaiPF3e8

Fall Ministry!

We are excited to announce that Wednesday evening programming will be
returning this fall! Based on survey responses, the program will take place on
Wednesdays from 4:30—6:00 p.m. To make this program successful, we will need
plenty of volunteers to help in a variety of ways, including assisting in the kitchen,
leading activities, and spending time with the children. Since this program will
serve students in Pre-K age 4 through 6th grade, we are looking for volunteers
who are currently in 7th grade or older.


https://forms.gle/aCeJ7AK2MLaiPF3e8

In addition to this new program, we will continue offering Confirmation for our
middle school youth and LYO for our high school youth also Wednesday times to
be determined.

All of these programs rely on dedicated volunteers, and any help you can provide
would be greatly appreciated. If you are interested in volunteering in any capacity,
please reach out to me as soon as possible as we begin planning for the fall. We
look forward to another great year of faith, fellowship, and fun! On the other
hand, If you have any children or youth interested in any of the things you have
read above or have any questions please do not hesitate to reach out!

Contact: Rory Halpain: Children, Youth, and Family Director
Email: rory.halpainl@gmail.com

Office: (979) 968-5657

Mobile: (979) 702-8275

Pray for our Shut-Ins and
those in nursing homes and assisted living.

Kay Dippel Juanita Frels, Care Inn

Elaine Brandt Florence Otto, Monument Hill

Dorothy Schilling Gladys Weber, Monument Hill

Joy Skelton AC & Annazell von Minden, Jefferson Place
Annie & Wilburn Hackebeil Marianne Williams, Jefferson Place

JC Spacek Gloria Baumbach, Jefferson Place

Grace Robelio, Jefferson Place

Betty Schmidt, Schulenburg Regency
Mary Ann Butler, Westminster, Austin
Gilbert Freudenberg, College Place

Assisted Living, Schulenburg



What’s Happening at St. Paul

TACKY TUESDAY will meet on Tuesday, July 21, 2026. We will have a potluck meal
at 11:30 am. Please join us as we pin hems, cut batting, and tie knots in quilts for
Lutheran World Relief. No experience is needed and we welcome all members to
join us.

WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY: will take a break during the summer. They
will resume in August, date to be determined.

FRIENDS IN FAITH, our women’s group: will not meet during the summer months.

FISHERS OF MEN, our men’s group: will not meet during the summer months.

HANDBELL CHOIR: will not meet during the summer months
CHOIR: will not meet during the summer months.

PRAISE BAND: will not meet in July
CHURCH COUNCIL: will meet Tuesday, July 21, at 6:00 pm in the Friendship Room.
LYO—will not meet during the summer. They will resume after LGISD classes begin.

Family Sunday School—will take a break during the Summer. It will resume in
August.

Adult Education — meets Sunday at 11:15 am in the Friendship Room.
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5 p.m. Dinner Service Begins Free will offering

Fried Chicken, Sausage & Trimmings Live & Silent Auctions

Dine-in preferred All proceeds benefit Lutherhill!
6 p.m. Music by The Back Porch Boys BYO - Beverages & Lawn Chairs

Don’t forget the Office Manager Challenge during the Live Auction
between Ruth Poncik and Cheri Herbrich.




CALL COMMITTEE

Results of recent survey by the Call Committee.

Top 5 Ministry Tasks in searching for a new Pastor
Survey results year 2022 vs year 2026

2026 Ballots
1 Preaching and Worship 50
2 Youth and Family Ministry 37
3 Building a Sense of Community 27
4 Administration 17
5 Ministry with Seniors 16

2022
1 Youth and Family Ministry 47
2 Preaching and Worshihp 45
3 Pastoral Care and Visitation 28
4 Childrens Ministry 28
5 Ministry with Seniors 25

PLEASE NOTE PASTORAL CARE AND CHILDRENS MINISTRY HAVE TOPPED OUT OF THE TOP 5
ADMINISTRATION AND COMMUNITY HAVE MOVED UP.

2026 survey was done to include new members as well as getting any
changes that you have seen needed in our church. This gives us, the Call
Committee, a good idea of what is important to our congregation. Thank
you to all who participated in the survey.

Sylvia A. Jewell
Call Committee Chair



Birthdays

DATE

NAME

Mary Ann Butler, David Johnson

Vyvynne Friemel, Bailey Karisch

Karen Bellue

Trent Schielack

Emma Peterson, Isabel Peterson, Liz Tannler

Gilbert Freudenberg, Stone Schielack

Wayne Anders, Peggy Johnson

Avery Harbers
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Russell Dittrich, Liz Mielke, Kim Miori, Glen Roscher
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Colton Jones, Jacob Ramos, Betty Schmidt
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Gerald Hughes, Taylor Toddy
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Carolyn Buchanek




Anniversaries

NAME DATE | YEARS
Frank & Sandra Teykl 7/3 40
Mark & Sheila Bage 7/7 25
Frank & Lisa Moellenberndt 7/8 37
James & Kathy Brewer 7/11 | 57
Hunter & Kendall Hengst 7/14 8
Erwin & Bonnie Sladek 7/15 | 48
Brad & Kay Schielack 7/16 | 43
Glenn & Sherise Davis 7/19 | 40
Tobias & Rachel Hernandez 7/22 | 21
Clay & Susie Morgan 7/23 | 38
Deslynn & Dana Peschke 7/23 | 32
Ralph & Faith Frerichs 7/25 | 45
Clayton & Gail Cook 7/26 | 46
John & Tanya Psencik 7/27 | 30
Elton & Annie Oppermann 7/31| 55




St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church
2026 Second Chance Work Schedule

July 21-27

2026 Schedule:
September 1-5, October 13-19, and December 1-7

Second Chance hours: Tuesday-Saturday, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
& Mondays, 8 a.m., Address: 841 S. Reynolds St.; La Grange

Tuesday-Thursday are spent receiving, pricing and putting items out to sell; Fridays and Saturdays are the days
the store is open to the public {sales hours are 9 am to 3 pm}; and Monday mornings are for
straightening up the store for the next volunteers.

Thank you to all volunteers and
we always welcome new volunteers!

St. Paul Coordinators: Patty Ehler, JoLene Hughes, Linda Morrison,
Ginger Muesse, and Sylvia Jewell
CONTACT NUMBER: 979-249-6328
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2026 AMEN Schedule
8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Monday and 4:30 — 6:00 p.m. on Thursday

Food distribution at above times only
Address: 851 S. Reynolds St.; La Grange

Monday, July 13 is St. Paul’s Volunteer day to assist

More volunteers are needed: please call Rebecca Dittrich
(see her information below)
(AMEN is also open Thursdays ONLY to accept food donations from
10:00 am—12:00 pm: St. Paul Volunteers needed this day also)

Remaining 2026 Schedule: September 14, November 9

St. Paul’s AMEN Coordinator is Rebecca Dittrich. Please contact her at 512-762-1276 if you would like to
volunteer. Or you can email Rebecca at: rebecca.dittrichl1@gmail.com

REMINDER— A white basket is at Walnut Street portico entrance, and a green basket is on the porch of the
church office. A grocery basket is located in the church lobby for your donations.



St. Paul Financial Summary May, 2026

INCOME AMOUNT EXPENSE Amount
General Fund $22,006.91|Benevolence Synod S 4,984.93
Checking Acct Interest S 2.01 [Benevolence LOCAL S 1,250.00
Rent (Jefferson St. House) S 800.00 |Salaries/Payroll Expense S 24,920.64
Thrivent Grant S 611.34 |Background checks S 28.90
Oil & Gas Revenue S  55.52 |Office Supplies/Equipment S 1,310.69
F/H Rental $ 1,550.00 |Supply Pastor S 455.90
LOCAL FUNDS #iHi##: Pest Control S 187.25
AMEN S 80.00 Easter Flowers Expense S 534.68
Lutherhill Ministries S 5.00 Software/Licensing fees S 42.91
Second Chance Worship expense S 216.19
LYO Trips/Activities S  50.00 Hospitality - Cakes, funerals S 166.89
DEDICATED FUNDS: Repair Kitchen Ovens S 139.64
Maintenance S 460.00 |Lawn care/Landscape clean up S 750.00
Renovation $ 1,055.00 |Miscellaneous Expenses S 20.00
Hospitality Ministry S 310.00 |Telephone/Internet S 390.35
Building New Construction Utilities S 1,560.01
Music/AV S 80.00 |Postage S 363.30
Altar Guild Fayette Co. Record - advertising | $ 400.00
Sunday School Circle of Love expenses S 209.86
Memorials $1,020.00
Easter Lilies
SYNOD FUNDS %%%%:
World Hunger S 449.93
Town & Country Missions | S 80.00
LWR S 75.00
TOTAL MONTH $ 739.93 | $27,950.78|TOTAL S 37,932.14
#### pass thru to local entities ELCA Endowment Funds
%% %% pass thru to Synod Office Gau for Sanctuary $905,424.11
ACCOUNT BALANCES AS OF 5/29/2026 Dippel Scholarship $196,351.00
Prosperty Bank
General Fund $9,094.86 Meservey Accounts
Renovation Balance $1,123.78 Unrestricted Account Balance $548,130.28
LYO Balance $14,495.56 Mission Balance $76,525.71
CD $100,000.00 LYO Scholarship Acct $24,656.84




JULY WORSHIP ASSISTANTS

July 5, 2026 8:30 AM
Ushers Glenn Eilert, Gary Anders
Lector Bonnie Sladek
Altar Guild Ashleigh Parks
10:00 AM
Ushers Caleb & Ashleigh Parks, Rory Halpain, Rowdy Weidemann
Lector Praise Band
Acolyte Jaxon Kurtz
Altar Guild Ashleigh Parks
Flowers In Memory Of Larry "Butch" Drab by the Drab Family

Fellowship Refreshments

Open

July 12, 2026 8:30AM
Ushers Leah Wolff, Katie Anders, Ginger Muesse
Lector Lloyd Jewell
Altar Guild Janet Coronado
10:00 AM
Ushers Bradley Loehr, Atlan Citzler, David & Patty Ehler
Lector Frank Teykl
Acolyte To be determined
Altar Guild Janet Coronado
Flowers Boots Jewell
Fellowship Refreshments |Open
July 19, 2026 8:30 AM
Ushers Glenn Eilert, Duke & Cindy Hengst
Lector Leah Wolff
Altar Guild Gloria Raschke
10:00 AM
Ushers Dianne Menefee, Jackie Skelton, James & Sharon Elias
Lector Sharon Elias
Acolyte Luke Shows
Altar Guild Gloria Raschke
Flowers Glenn and Sherise Davis
Fellowship Refreshments |Open
July 26, 2026 8:30 AM
Ushers Leah Wolff, Faye Bresan, Gloria Raschke
Lector Atlan Citzler
Altar Guild Lisa Moellenberndt
10:00 AM
Ushers Glenn Davis, Dianne Lude, Janet Coronado, John D. Marburger
Lector David Ehler
Acolyte Emmy Neal
Altar Guild Lisa Moellenberndt
Flowers Open
Fellowship Refreshments |Open
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St. Paul Council 2026

Scott Toensing, president (phone: 979-966-2222)

Bradley Loehr, vice president

Wendy McCredie, treasurer

Cindy Pundt, secretary

John Acosta, mission/Peru

Glenn Davis, stewardship/endowment
Glenn Eilert, outreach/social ministry
Diane Menefee, worship/technology
Leah Wolff, youth/parish education
Todd Oehlke, property

Parish office hours
Monday-Friday 8:00 AM-5:00 PM
Office phone: 979-968-5657
Fellowship Hall phone: 979-968-9603
www.stpaullg.org

Email: stpaul@cvctx.com
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St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
PO Box 567/427 S Washington Street
La Grange, Texas 78945

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Dated material
Please do not delay

~

St. Paul

Lutheran Church

share e care e grow

La Grange, Texas

Staff

The Rev. Michael Rinehart, interim pastor
Cell: 936-524-2625

Email: stpaullg.interim.pastor@gmail.com
Rory Halpain: Children, Youth, Family Director
Cell: 979-702-8276

Email: rory.halpainl@gmail.com

Ruth Poncik, office manager

Sherise Davis, organist

Cindy Pundt, organist

Kathy Toensing, adult choir/praise band

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage Paid

La Grange, TX

Permit No. 83
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