St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church
July 26, 2026 — 10:00 AM
9th Sunday after Pentecost
The Rev. Michael Rinehart, Interim Pastor
Cindy Pundt, Organist

Hearing assistance devices and children’s activity bags are available in the lobby:
Ushers can help as needed.

Welcome to worship!

= indicates to make the sign of the cross.
Boldface print indicates congregational responses.



GIRTHER

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father, and of the = Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

PRELUDE
Please stand as able.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your
will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of
Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all
your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the - Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

GATHERING SONG As We Gather at Your Table ELW #522



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE This is the Feast page 140
Refrain
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
whose blood set us free to be people of God. Refrain

Power, riches, wisdom and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are his.
Refrain

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.
Refrain

For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia. Refrain

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your Son you
bring us into your kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your
wisdom, that we may treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.

Amen.
Please be seated.

WoRD

FIRST READING: Genesis 29:15-28

15 Laban said to Jacob, “Because you are my kinsman, should you therefore serve
me for nothing? Tell me, what shall your wages be?” * Now Laban had two
daughters; the name of the elder was Leah, and the name of the younger was
Rachel. 17 Leah’s eyes were weak, but Rachel was graceful and beautiful. '8 Jacob
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loved Rachel, so he said, “l will serve you seven years for your younger daughter
Rachel.” ¥° Laban said, “It is better that | give her to you than that | should give her
to any other man; stay with me.” 2°So Jacob served seven years for Rachel, and
they seemed to him but a few days because of his love for her.

21 Then Jacob said to Laban, “Give me my wife that | may go in to her, for my
time is completed.” 22So Laban gathered together all the people of the place and
made a feast. 22 But in the evening he took his daughter Leah and brought her to
Jacob, and he went in to her. 2 (Laban gave his maid Zilpah to his daughter Leah to
be her maid.) 2 When morning came, it was Leah! And Jacob said to Laban, “What
is this you have done to me? Did | not serve with you for Rachel? Why then have
you deceived me?” 2 Laban said, “This is not done in our country—giving the
younger before the firstborn. 2 Complete the week of this one, and we will give
you the other also in return for serving me another seven years.” 28 Jacob did so
and completed her week; then Laban gave him his daughter Rachel as a wife.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 128
' Happy are they all who fear the LoRrbD,
and who follow in God’s ways!
“You shall eat the fruit of your labor;
happiness and prosperity shall be yours.
*Your wife shall be like a fruitful vine within your house,
your children like olive shoots round about your table.
“The one who fears the LORD
shall thus indeed be blessed.
°>The LORD bless you from Zion,
and may you see the prosperity of Jerusalem all the days of your life.
®May you live to see your children’s children;
may peace be upon Israel.

SECOND READING: Romans 8:26-39

26 The Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how to pray as we
ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with groanings too deep for words. 2’ And
God, who searches hearts, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit
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intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.

28 \We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who
are called according to his purpose. 2° For those whom he foreknew he also
predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be
the firstborn within a large family. 3° And those whom he predestined he also
called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he
also glorified.

31 What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against
us? 32He who did not withhold his own Son but gave him up for all of us, how will
he not with him also give us everything else? 33 Who will bring any charge against
God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 3 Who is to condemn? It is Christ who died, or
rather, who was raised, who is also at the right hand of God, who also intercedes
for us. 3> Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will affliction or distress or
persecution or famine or nakedness or peril or sword? 36 As it is written,

“For your sake we are being killed all day long;

we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.”
37No, in all these things we are more than victorious through him who loved
us. 3 For | am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor
things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 3° nor height, nor depth, nor
anything else in all creation will be able to separate us from the love of God in
Christ Jesus our Lord.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
Please stand as able.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia. Alleluia.

The holy gospel according to St. Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52
31 [Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like
a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field; 32it is the smallest of all
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the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree,
so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.”

33 He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a
woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was
leavened.”

44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found
and reburied; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.

4> “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; 6 on
finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.

47“pAgain, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and
caught fish of every kind; ¥ when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and
put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. 4°So it will be at the end of the
age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous *°and
throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth.

>1“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” >2 And he said to them,
“Therefore every scribe who has become a disciple in the kingdom of heaven is like

the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is
old.”

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SERMON God’s Reign Grows Like Yeast
Please stand as able.

HYMN OF THE DAY God of Grace and God of Glory ELW #705

APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.



| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,

I the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church,
the world, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

God our wisdom and our song, we pray for bishops, candidacy committees, those
preparing for seminary, those awaiting call as deacons or pastors, and all who seek
to lead your disciples in any way. We pray for our Presiding Bishop, Yehiel and our
Synod Bishop, Tracey as they lead us in this busy world. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our breath and our heartbeat, help us to recognize signs of your presence
among us. Protect and support diverse ecosystems, from national parks to family
farms, from ranches to wild places. God of grace,

hear our prayer.



God our peace and our guide, help civic leaders hear all their peoples’ stories with
compassion and curiosity, and remind us of your love from which we can never be
separated. We pray for the President of the United States, the Governor of Texas,
the Mayor of La Grange, and other elected officials God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our intercessor and our lawgiver, dismantle the barriers to care and
recognition of all who live with chronic iliness, mobility struggles, pain, and
uncertainty. We pray especially for Royce, Leroy, Lori, and those we name in our
hearts before you. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our redeemer, may we trust your love above and beyond all else that
distracts, annoys, frightens, exhausts, or divides us. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Gracious God, guide our call committee through your Holy Spirit to our next pastor
at St. Paul. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

God who seeks, finds, and saves, for our community’s part in the ongoing gift of
creation, and for the riches of faith and hope which came before, we give you
thanks. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our
cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.
The congregation shares the peace with one another and is then seated.



ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please share your name and contact information on the pew pad. Pass it down to
others, then place sheets in offering plate.

OFFERING E%EE]

If you prefer to give online, the QR code will take you to the online giving page. -

Please stand as able. E

OFFERTORY ELW 184

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of blessing.

Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, that we may be fed with the
bread of life. Gather the hopes and dreams of all; unite them with the prayers we
offer. Grace our table with your presence and give us a foretaste of the feast to
come.

OFFERING PRAYER

Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart

in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your
abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us

now and forever.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING page 152
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.



It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name
and join their unending hymn:

SANCTUS page 144
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your
glory. Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the
name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great
love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to
all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all whom
you have fed with this heavenly food through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!
Please be seated.

AGNUS DEI page 146
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.

COMMUNION

The ushers will direct you forward to receive communion or a blessing. All are welcome at the
table. White grape juice is in the center of the trays. If you are physically unable to come
forward for communion, please tell an usher and communion will be brought to you.

Please stand as able.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with
the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal,

may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of
Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.

Amen.
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SENDING

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, * one God, bless, heal, and hold you
today and always.
Amen

SENDING SONG Seek Ye First The Kingdom of God WOV #783

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church
PO Box 567/110 W. Walnut St., La Grange, Texas 78945
Interim Pastor Michael Rinehart: 936-524-2625, stpaullg.interim.pastor@gmail.com
Children, Youth, and Family Director Rory Halpain: 979-702-8275 or rory.halpainl@gmail.com
Music Director Kathy Toensing
Ruth Poncik, Office Manager, Office Hours: M-F 8AM-1PM, 2PM-5PM
Phone: 979-968-5657 Email: stpaul@cvctx.com Web site: stpaullg.org
Wi-Fi Internet Access Join: St_Paul_Church_Guest
Password: 9799685657

or Scan this QR code to connect

A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America: www.elca.org
Worship is streamed on Facebook live. It is also posted on our Facebook page.

Serving Today at 8:30 am

Ushers: Leah Wolff, Faye Bresan, Gloria Raschke
Lector: Neal Miller

Altar Guild: Lisa Moellenberndt
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Serving Today at 10:00 am

Ushers: Glenn Davis, Dianne Lude, Janet Coronado, John D. Marburger
Acolyte: Emmy Neal

Lector: David Ehler

Altar Guild: Lisa Moellenberndt

Flowers: Open

Fellowship: Annette Citzler

EVENTS THIS WEEK
TODAY 11:15 am Planning Meeting — Youth & Children: Everyone Welcome
Monday 8:30am St. Paul at Second Chance

Serving Next Sunday 8/2 at 8:30 am

Ushers: Glenn Eilert, George Eilert, Justin Anders
Lector: Atlan Citzler

Altar Guild: Ginger Adamcik

Serving Next Sunday 8/2 at 10:00 am

Ushers: Todd Oehlke, Don Koether, Rhonda Koether, Bonnie Sladek,
Acolyte: Luke Shows

Lector: Praise Band

Altar Guild: Ginger Adamcik

Flowers: Open

Fellowship: Open

Next Weekend’s Readings:
Isaiah 55:1-5; Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21; Romans 9:1-5,
Matthew 14:13-21

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted
by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS027914. New Revised
Standard Version Bible, Copyright ©1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council
of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. © 2023 Hope Publishing Company, Carol
Stream, IL 60188, www.hopepublishing.com. Used by permission. Copyright © 2001 - 2020.
Sermon4Kids. All rights reserved. CRI, 2024 Used by permission.
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Planning Meeting - Children & Youth
TODAY, 11:15 am

Friendship Room Parents and
Helpers

Invited!
"(,“ e Sunday School
2 o Confirmation
® \Wednesdays

— YOU’RE INVITED TO —

ST. PAUL
EXCHANGE

CONNECT
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3 fvate group . Members .:V

SHARE @ ;

o updates & prayer reque: @eaﬁ m
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LUTHERHILL
Voluniteer Teame

Would you like to serve alongside fellow
members of St. Paul?

T We are forming a volunteer team to assist
with projects at Lutherhill on occasional

SATURDAY MORNINGS.

to ensure they are safe, meaningful, and
appropriate for volunteers of varying skill levels.
This is a wonderful opportunity for fellowship
while supporting a ministry that has impacted
so many lives.

Interested or have

Contact John Acosta

O (512) 749-9966

@ Projects will be coordinated with Lutherhill staff

KICKOFF SUNDAY

AT ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH
— Lo Grange, TX —

AUGUST 9, 2026

3> CARE - SHARE - GROW ¢

g e




Vacation and T’/liu =
— Travel Time |, _lF\QEQ

Most people in the world today can move
from one place to another easily. We can hop
in the car, catch a bus, ride a bike or fly in a plane!

Fill in the missing parts of the words in this story.
The missing parts are in the list below. Read the story.

nBi_____ mes tra__ __ __ was diff_ __
and _ __ow. Afulldays _ = _ __ney was _ _ _ nty
miles. The __ __ ual way to _ _ _ vel was by

_ _king. _ _ _ keys were some__ __ used.
Oxec__ _ _ car__ _ _ hea_ _ _ _ ads.
Ca__ _ _ were used for _ _ ade cara__ _ _ __
___ossthe __ _ert. The mili____

___ _thy _ _ _ ple and ro__
__ _sengers used ho_ _ _ __ _and _ _ _ _ iots.
Bo_ _ _ were used once in a while.

_ble ti__ _ vel __icult sl__ jour__ twe__
us__ tra_ wal__ Don__ _ times __arts _ ried
_vy lo_ _rts tr__ _vans acr__ des  _ tary
weal  peo_ __val pas.  _ rses char__ _ ats

JMUM € UI 3DUO PIsn 21am sJeoq 'sjoLIeyD pue sasioy pasn si3duassed
1eAoa pue ajdoad Agypeam ‘Axejrrua ay I, "J9SapP I} SSOIDE SUBARIRD 3peI)
I0J PISN 2IIM S1TRD) 'SPRO[ AARI POIITED S3IBD X "PIsN SIUTIIUIOS I9M
SAUO(T “Sunfem AQ Sem [aARI} 0} AeM [eNSN Y [, ST AJUSIM] Sem
Asumol sAep [N Y MO[S PUe JJNIJJIP SeM [oARI} SaWT) 3[qrg U] :1amsuy

16



17



