
 

 
 
 
 

St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
June 14, 2026 – 10:00 AM 
3rd Sunday after Pentecost 

The Rev. Michael Rinehart, Interim Pastor 
Praise Band 

 
 Hearing assistance devices and children’s activity bags are available in the lobby: 

Ushers can help as needed. 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to worship! 
☩ indicates to make the sign of the cross. 

Boldface print indicates congregational responses. 
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GATHER 
PRELUDE 
Please stand as able. 
 

CONFESSION AND FOREGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose compassion endures forever. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin to God. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Compassionate God, 
we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free 
ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden 
is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, 
Amen.  
 
Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, 

and I will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love. 
Amen. 
              
GATHERING SONG        See Overhead Screen 
         
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

  
CANTICLE OF PRAISE  See Overhead Screen 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
God of compassion, you have opened the way for us and brought us to yourself. 
Pour your love into our hearts, that, overflowing with joy, we may freely share the 
blessings of your realm and faithfully proclaim the good news of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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Please be seated. 

WORD 
FIRST READING: Genesis 18:1-5 
1 The LORD appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the entrance 
of his tent in the heat of the day. 2 He looked up and saw three men standing near 
him. When he saw them, he ran from the tent entrance to meet them and bowed 
down to the ground. 3 He said, “My lord, if I find favor with you, do not pass by 
your servant. 4 Let a little water be brought, and wash your feet, and rest 
yourselves under the tree. 5 Let me bring a little bread, that you may refresh 
yourselves, and after that you may pass on—since you have come to your 
servant.” So they said, “Do as you have said.” 6 And Abraham hastened into the 
tent to Sarah and said, “Make ready quickly three measures of choice flour, knead 
it, and make cakes.” 7 Abraham ran to the herd and took a calf, tender and good, 
and gave it to the servant, who hastened to prepare it. 8 Then he took curds and 
milk and the calf that he had prepared and set it before them, and he stood by 
them under the tree while they ate. 
  9 They said to him, “Where is your wife Sarah?” And he said, “There, in the 
tent.” 10 Then one said, “I will surely return to you in due season, and your wife 
Sarah shall have a son.” And Sarah was listening at the tent entrance behind 
him. 11 Now Abraham and Sarah were old, advanced in age; it had ceased to be 
with Sarah after the manner of women. 12 So Sarah laughed to herself, saying, 
“After I have grown old, and my husband is old, shall I be fruitful?” 13 The LORD said 
to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Shall I indeed bear a child, now that I 
am old?’ 14 Is anything too wonderful for the LORD? At the set time I will return to 
you, in due season, and Sarah shall have a son.” 15 But Sarah denied, saying, “I did 
not laugh,” for she was afraid. He said, “Yes, you did laugh.” 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 116:1-2,12-19 
 1 I love the LORD, who has heard my voice, 
  and listened to my supplication, 
 2 for the LORD has given ear to me 
  whenever I called.   
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    12 How shall I repay the LORD 
  for all the good things God has done for me? 
 13 I will lift the cup of salvation 
  and call on the name of the LORD.  
 14 I will fulfill my vows to the LORD 
  in the presence of all God’s people. 
 15 Precious in your sight, O LORD, 
  is the death of your servants. 
 16 O LORD, truly I am your servant; 
  I am your servant, the child of your handmaid; you have freed me from my 
bonds. 
 17 I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving 
  and call upon the name of the LORD.  
 18 I will fulfill my vows to the LORD 
  in the presence of all God’s people, 
 19 in the courts of the LORD’s house, 
  in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. Hallelujah!  
 
SECOND READING: Romans 5:1-8 
1 Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, 2 through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we 
stand, and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. 3 And not only that, 
but we also boast in our afflictions, knowing that affliction produces 
endurance, 4 and endurance produces character, and character produces 
hope, 5 and hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been 
poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us. 
  6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the 
ungodly. 7 Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though 
perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to die. 8 But God proves 
his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us. 
 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
Please stand as able. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                                                        
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 9:35-10:8 
 
The holy gospel according to St. Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
35 Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and 
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every 
sickness. 36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them because they 
were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37 Then he said to 
his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; 38 therefore ask 
the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” 
  10:1 Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over 
unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to cure every disease and every 
sickness. 2 These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon, also known 
as Peter, and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee and his brother 
John; 3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James 
son of Alphaeus and Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the Cananaean and Judas Iscariot, the 
one who betrayed him. 
  5 These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Do not take a 
road leading to gentiles, and do not enter a Samaritan town, 6 but go rather to 
the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 7 As you go, proclaim the good news, ‘The 
kingdom of heaven has come near.’ 8 Cure the sick; raise the dead; cleanse those 
with a skin disease; cast out demons. You received without payment; give 
without payment. 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
Please be seated.  
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE   
 
SERMON  Sarah Laughed 
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Please stand as able. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY  See Overhead Screen 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
      who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 

☩ the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the needs of 
the world. 

A brief silence. 

God of freedom, you ransomed Israel from slavery to be a holy people. As our 
nation begins today, Flag Day, a three-week commemoration of our 250th 
anniversary of Independence, including Juneteenth this coming week, free us also 
to be a people who proclaim your liberating love. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
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God of creation, you call all the earth to make a joyful noise to you. Let us join the 
chorus of the natural world in proclaiming your glory. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
God of the nations, you sent Jesus as peace for all of humankind. Bring an end to 
war and conflict, bring hope to places devasted by destruction especially Gaza, 
Lebanon, Iran, and Ukraine, and sustain those who advocate for peace. We pray 
especially for the President of the United States, the Governor of Texas, the Mayor 
of La Grange, and other elected officials. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
God of grace, you pour hope and love into our hearts in times of shame and doubt. 
Protect those experiencing housing insecurity. Uplift anyone struggling with 
hopelessness, illness, or other worries especially Royce, Leroy and those we name 
in our hearts.. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
God of all, you call your children to serve in a plentiful harvest. Give us the wisdom 
to know how best to serve our local community and our neighbors. For Vacation 
Bible School this week, we pray that the 50 children, the adult leaders, and the 
teen helpers may grow in faith, have fun, and be safe. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
God of faith, we give thanks for the saints who earnestly seek you. Guide us as we 
seek to follow those who have led your church. We pray especially for the family 
of Jill Stueber.  God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Gracious God, guide our call committee through your Holy Spirit to our next pastor 
at St. Paul. God of grace, 
hear our prayer.  
 
Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and unspoken 
prayers to you, O God, through Jesus our Savior. 
Amen. 
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PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
The congregation shares the peace with one another and is then seated. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Please share your name and contact information on the pew pad. Pass it down to 
others, then place sheets in offering plate.  
 
OFFERING 
If you prefer to give online, the QR code will take you to the online giving page. 

 
OFFERTORY   See Overhead Screen 

Please stand as able.  

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart 
in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your 
abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us 
now and forever. 
Amen. 

 MEAL 
GREAT THANKSGIVING  page 152 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord.  
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious 
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resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of 
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name 
and join their unending hymn: 
 
SANCTUS   See Overhead Screen 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great 
love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to 
all. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his 
coming in glory. 
  

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who 
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
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Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Heaven has come near.  Come, share in the feast! 
Please be seated.  
 
 

COMMUNION 
The ushers will direct you forward to receive communion or a blessing. All are welcome at the 
table. White grape juice is in the center of the trays. If you are physically unable to come 
forward for communion, please tell an usher and communion will be brought to you. 
 
Please stand as able.  

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with 
the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of 
Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 
Amen. 

SENDING 
BLESSING 

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you 
today and always. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG  See Overhead Screen 
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DISMISSAL 
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
Thanks be to God. 
******************************************************************* 

Next Weekend’s Readings: 
Genesis 21:8-21; Psalm 86:1-10,16-17; Romans 6:1b-11 

Matthew 10:24-29 
  

 

St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Phone: 979-968-5657 

PO Box 567/110 W. Walnut St., La Grange, Texas 78945 
Interim Pastor Michael Rinehart: 936-524-2625, stpaullg.interim.pastor@gmail.com 

 Director for Children, Youth, and Family Rory Halpain: 
 Cell #: 979-702-8275 or email: rory.halpain1@gmail.com 

Ruth Poncik, Office Manager, Office Hours: M-F 8AM-1PM, 2PM-5PM  
Email: stpaul@cvctx.com      Web site: stpaullg.org  

A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America: www.elca.org 
Worship is streamed on Facebook live. It is also posted on our Facebook page.  

 
 

Serving Today at 8:30 am 
Ushers: Leah Wolff, Paul Mikula, Linda 
Morrison 
Lector: Neal Miller 
 
Serving Today at 
10:00 am 
Ushers: Cindy Pundt, Ashlynd Judy, 
Frank Teykl, Michael Mach 
Acolytes: To be determined 
Lector: Praise Band 
Altar Guild: Ginger Muesse 
Flowers: In Memory of Ken Diers 
by Linda Diers 
Fellowship:   Doady Rogers and 
Carolyn Bennetsen 

Serving Next Sunday 
6/21 at 8:30 am 
Ushers: Glenn Eilert, Patti & Kenny 
Weber 
Lector: Bonnie Sladek 
 
Serving Next Sunday 
6/21 at 10:00 am 
Ushers: Wendy McCredie, Donnie 
Dippel, Frank & Lisa Moellenberndt 
Acolytes: To be determined 
Lector: Wendy McCredie 

Altar Guild: Gloria Raschke 
Flowers: Open 
Fellowship:   Linda Anders

mailto:stpaullg.interim.pastor@gmail.com


EVENTS THIS WEEK 
TODAY                                           11:15 am  Adult Education in Friendship Room 
Monday thru Friday  8:30 – Noon  What A Mess! VBS  
Monday   Church Office will be Closed 
Tuesday   6:00 PM Church Council 
    
Tacky Tuesday has been moved to Tuesday, June 23, 2026 to accommodate VBS. 
 
 
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted 

by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS027914. New Revised 

Standard Version Bible, Copyright ©1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council 

of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. © 2023 Hope Publishing Company, Carol 

Stream, IL 60188, www.hopepublishing.com. Used by permission. Copyright © 2001 - 2020. 

Sermon4Kids. All rights reserved. CRI, 2024 Used by permission. 
 

Lutherhill Volunteer Opportunity 
Looking for a hands-on way to serve? Join our Lutherhill volunteer team as we 
assist with maintenance projects, mowing, landscaping, and other basic facility 
needs. It's a great opportunity for fellowship while helping care for a place that has 
touched many lives. No special skills are required—just a willing heart and a desire 
to help. 

For more information or to volunteer, please contact  

John Acosta at (512) 749-9966. 

St. Paul Exchange Facebook Page 
Stay connected with your St. Paul family through the St. Paul Exchange Facebook 
page. Share updates, prayer requests, church events, photos, and words of 
encouragement. As we worship in different service times, this is a wonderful way 
to remain connected and strengthen our church community throughout the week. 

If you need help setting up a Facebook account or joining the group, 

John and Lynnette will be happy to assist. 
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