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St. Paul Church Council Goals
2026

This Spring the Council met offsite for an afternoon retreat to discuss goals for the
coming year. Many, many ideas surfaced. Some were simple projects that have
been assigned. Some are underway as we speak.

Others were long-term goals that reflect the aspirations of the congregation. None
of these will surprise you.

1. Grow Children and Youth Ministry

The council brought on Rory Halpain, in a part-time capacity (20-25 hours a week)
to energize our efforts in reaching children, youth, and their families. We set a goal
to fully support her in these efforts. We are hoping to move Sunday school from
two Sundays a month to every Sunday this fall. Additionally, we would love to
launch a midweek opportunity on Wednesdays for younger kids to mirror middle
school confirmation and high school LYO. To pull this off we will need volunteers.
Please let Rory Halpain or Leah Wolff know if you're willing to jump in.

2. Invite Generosity through good Stewardship and Finances

Setting lofty goals requires the resources to pull them off. We need resources to
support the salary of our new Children, Youth, and Family Director. The upstairs



spaces where we meet need paint and freshening up. We are forming a
stewardship team to cast vision and encourage generosity. A finance team is being
formed to map out a vision for the generous use of our facilities and financial
resources. If you'd like to help with stewardship, talk to Glenn Davis. If you'd like to
help with finance, talk to Wendy McCredie.

3. Social Programs and Outreach

St. Paul is generous to the community and to the wider church. We would like to
continue to act according to our values by reaching out more into the local
community. A team is going to listen to the congregation and community to see
what needs we might address. If you are interested in helping with this area, see
John Acosta or Glenn Eilert.

If you need help reaching any of the people above, contact the church office at

+1 (979) 968-5657 or stpaul@cvctx.com. A community led by and energized by the
Spirit can do amazing things. This is going to be a great year. How is the Spirit
calling you to be involved?

Michael Rinehart, Interim Pastor
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Rory’s Corner

Hey Families! As we are getting into the summer months, we are really looking to
start getting a plan as to what youth ministry will look like in the fall. In order to do
this we need both your help and input to get our programs running for the youth
and children in our community and congregation. Please continue to fill out the
survey below so we can let you know ASAP what we will have available to your
children in the coming months!

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/7WHIJTTX

Prayground!

Starting on May 31st we will have the temporary prayground in the Sanctuary that
was discussed in the May newsletter up and running. If you missed it last month,
this will be a temporary and moveable space in the church where kids will have
opportunities to move around in an area designed just for them. This will be
placed in different areas each week and will contain quiet activities such as books,
puzzles, coloring pages, and soft toys for kids to engage in while still being present
in the worship service where they can learn and grow in God’s love! The first week
we will try to place it in the back left as you enter the sanctuary. Please take a
moment to check it out with your children and grandchildren, and then let me
know your thoughts.

Summer Activities!

We will also be hosting VBS this summer, June 15-19; VBS is open to ages 4 thru

completed 6th grade, and older children and adults are welcome to volunteer in

whatever capacity they would like. We will also be taking a group to Lutherhill July
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5-10t™; this is for anyone age 6 thru completed 8th grade and is an overnight camp
experience. Please let me know if your child would like to attend Lutherhill or VBS,
or if you would like to volunteer. LYO, our high school group, will be taking a trip to
Asheville, North Carolina, on July 10- 18 where they will be helping rebuild houses
that were destroyed by Hurricane Helene. Finally, we will be reserving a pavilion at
Splashway on August 2nd for a family fun day to end the summer! The cost for this
activity will be $S36 per person to cover admission, please let us know if you and
your family would like to attend!

Fall Ministry!

In the fall the goal is still to bring back Wednesday night programming as well as
increasing Sunday school to every Sunday instead of twice a month! We will also
be working to make our middle school ministry/ Confirmation classes more
interactive/ immersive and provide a good mix of learning and fun perfect for their
age level.

If you have children interested in any of the things you have read above or have
any questions, please do not hesitate to reach out! St. Paul is here to help you and
your children succeed in life and come to know God! Don’t forget to fill out the
survey above to let us know your thoughts and concerns about children’s ministry
moving forward and let us know if you would be willing to serve/ volunteer with
any of these ministry activities!

Contact

Rory Halpain: Children, Youth, and Family Director
Email: rory.halpainl@gmail.com

Office: (979) 968-5657

Mobile: (979) 702-8275

rory.halpainl@gmail.com
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What’s Happening at St. Paul

TACKY TUESDAY will meet on Tuesday, June 23, 2026 — please note this has been
shifted to the 4t Tuesday for the month of June. We will have a potluck meal at
11:30 am. Please join us as we pin hems, cut batting, and tie knots in quilts for
Lutheran World Relief. No experience is needed and we welcome all members to
join us.

WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY: will take a break during the summer. They
will resume in August, date to be determined.

FRIENDS IN FAITH, our women’s group: will not meet during the summer months.

FISHERS OF MEN, our men’s group: will not meet during the summer montbhs.

HANDBELL CHOIR: will not meet during the summer months

CHOIR: will not meet during the summer months.

PRAISE BAND: meets at 7:00 pm on Wednesdays in the sanctuary.

CHURCH COUNCIL: will meet Tuesday, June 16, at 6:00 pm in the Friendship Room.
LYO—will not meet during the summer. They will take a trip in July to Asheville,
North Carolina; more information concerning the trip will be in the July

Messenger.

Family Sunday School—will take a break during the Summer. It will resume in
August.



Pray for our Shut-Ins and
those in nursing homes and assisted living.

Kay Dippel

Elaine Brandt

Dorothy Schilling

Joy Skelton

Annie & Wilburn Hackebeil
JC Spacek

Juanita Frels, Care Inn

Florence Otto, Monument Hill

Gladys Weber, Monument Hill

AC & Annazell von Minden, Jefferson Place
Marianne Williams, Jefferson Place

Gloria Baumbach, Jefferson Place

Grace Robelio, Jefferson Place

Betty Schmidt, Schulenburg Regency

Mary Ann Butler, Westminster, Austin
Gilbert Freudenberg, College Place

Assisted Living, Schulenburg

NAME DATE | YEARS
Kay & Donnie Dippel 6/5 55
Deanna & Steve Toddy 6/5 33
Peggy & Odis Pfeiffer 6/6 56
Margaret & Glen Roscher 6/6 28
Sandra & David Weyand 6/7 40
Catie & B.J. Moerbe 6/8 13
Lisa & Craig Oltmann 6/8 35
Tara & Clayton Childs 6/9 14
Shelly & Russell Fisbeck 6/15 30
Dianne & Garrett Lude 6/15 35
Kay & John D. Marburger 6/15 58
Amanda & Andrew Arlund | 6/20 17
Charlotte & Don Hagemann | 6/23 65
Elva & Royce Keilers 6/25 65
Sylvia & Lloyd Jewell 6/29 41
Kay & Bradley Loehr 6/29 30
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NAME

1 | Atlan Citzler, Jr.

2 | Tyson Kurtz

3 | Caleb Miller

5 | Luke Wolff

6 | Catherine Foley, Dawn Mirran

7 | Elaine Brandt

10 | Mark Bage, Jarrett Skelton

11 | Ethyn Wilson

12 | Amanda Arlund, Shawn Raborn, Alexandera Shimek
13 | Tobias Hernandez, Kortney Schielack, Bonnie Sladek
14 | Tanner Fritsch

16 | Diana Glynn, Susan Knesek

17 |Jordan Weyand, Paul Brown

18 | Abby Morgan

19 | Charles Friemel

21 | Tyler Dockery, Faith Frerichs, Bryce Moerbe, Candice Drab
24 | Rebeka Jaster

25 | Sharon Elias

27 | Sherise Davis

29 |Jamison Davis, John D. Marburger, John Psencik

30 | Skyler Shimek




St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church
2026 Second Chance Work Schedule

June 2-8

2026 Schedule: July 21-27,
September 1-5, October 13-19, and December 1-7

Second Chance hours: Tuesday-Saturday, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
& Mondays, 8 a.m., Address: 841 S. Reynolds St.; La Grange

Tuesday-Thursday are spent receiving, pricing and putting items out to sell; Fridays and Saturdays are the days
the store is open to the public {sales hours are 9 am to 3 pm}; and Monday mornings are for
straightening up the store for the next volunteers.

Thank you to all volunteers and
we always welcome new volunteers!

St. Paul Coordinators: Patty Ehler, JoLene Hughes, Linda Morrison,
Ginger Muesse, and Sylvia Jewell
CONTACT NUMBER: 979-249-6328
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2026 AMEN Schedule
8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Monday and 4:30 — 6:00 p.m. on Thursday

Food distribution at above times only
Address: 851 S. Reynolds St.; La Grange

St. Paul’s Volunteers are not scheduled during June

More volunteers are needed: please call Rebecca Dittrich
(see her information below)
(AMEN is also open Thursdays ONLY to accept food donations from
10:00 am—12:00 pm: St. Paul Volunteers needed this day also)

Remaining 2026 Schedule: July 13, September 14, November 9

St. Paul’s AMEN Coordinator is Rebecca Dittrich. Please contact her at 512-762-1276 if you would like to
volunteer. Or you can email Rebecca at: rebecca.dittrichl1@gmail.com

REMINDER— A white basket is at Walnut Street portico entrance, and a green basket is on the porch of
the church office. A grocery basket is located in the church lobby for your donations.



St. Paul Financial Summary April, 2026

INCOME AMOUNT EXPENSE Amount
General Fund $25,833.32(Benevolence Synod S 5,038.56
Checking Acct Interest S 3.75 |Benevolence LOCAL S 1,500.00
Rent (Jefferson St. House) S 800.00 |Salaries/Payroll Expense S 24,106.40
Thrivent Grant S 3,389.00 |Property Insurance, Quarterly S 9,993.75
Oil & Gas Revenue Office Supplies/Equipment S 2,669.91
F/H Rental S 600.00 |Property Maintenance S 74.36
Supply Pastor S 359.20
LOCAL FUNDS #iHi##: Pest Control S 175.00
AMEN S 70.00 Stewardship Committee S 150.35
Lutherhill Ministries S 100.00 Software/Licensing fees S 3,199.05
Second Chance S 5.00 Worship expense S 1,282.90
LYO Trips/Activities S 565.00 Piano & Organ Tuning S 1,280.00
DEDICATED FUNDS: Quilters' Supplies S 143.37
Maintenance S 855.00 |Kitchen Supplies S 107.42
Renovation $ 1,450.00 |Lawn care/Landscape clean up S 750.00
Hospitality Ministry Telephone/Internet S 389.38
Building New Construction Utilities S 1,111.22
Music/AV S 255.00 |Postage S 21.20
Altar Guild Outreach Christ in Our Home S 241.00
Sunday School Circle of Love expenses S 1,723.05
Memorials Miscellaneous Expenses S 20.00
Easter Lilies Meals for St. Paul Friends S 480.00
SYNOD FUNDS %%%%: Ceiling/wall repair -cracked pipe | $ 2,353.22
World Hunger S 804.93 Fayette Co. Record - advertising | $ 540.00
Town & Country Missions | S  100.00
LWR S 70.00
TOTAL MONTH $ 1,714.93 | $33,186.07|TOTAL S 57,709.34
#### pass thru to local entities ELCA Endowment Funds
%%%% pass thru to Synod Office Gau for Sanctuary $886,558.77
ACCOUNT BALANCES AS OF 4/30/2026 Dippel Scholarship $192,259.85
Prosperty Bank
General Fund $19,861.50 Meservey Accounts
Renovation Balance $1,123.78 Unrestricted Account Balance $546,234.71
LYO Balance $13,244.36 Mission Balance $76,338.73
CD $100,000.00 LYO Scholarship Acct $24,590.38




June 7, 2025 8:30 AM
Ushers Glenn Eilert, Linda Anders, Linda Diers
Lector Leah Wolff
10:00 AM
Ushers Scott Toensing, Tim Knesek
Lloyd & Sylvia Jewell
Lector Rebecca Hegar
Acolytes Emmy Neal
Altar Guild JoLene & Gerald Hughes
Flowers Open
Fellowship Refreshments | To be determined
June 14, 2026 8:30 AM

June
Worship

Assistants

Ushers Leah Wolff, Paul Mikula, Linda Morrison
Lector Neal Miller
10:00 AM
Ushers Cindy Pundt, Ashlynd Judy,
Frank Teykl, Michael Mach
Lector Praise Band
Acolytes
Altar Guild Ginger Muesse
Flowers Linda Diers
Fellowship Refreshments | To be determined
June 21, 2026 8:30 AM
Ushers Glenn Eilert, Patti & Kenny Weber
Lector Bonnie Sladek
10:00 AM
Ushers Wendy McCredie, Donnie Dippel
Frank & Lisa Moellenberndt
Lector Wendy McCredie
Acolytes
Altar Guild Gloria Raschke
Flowers Open
Fellowship Refreshments
June 28, 2026 8:30 AM
Ushers Leah Wolff, JoLene & Gerald Hughes
Lector Atlan Citzler
10:00 AM
Ushers John Acosta, Lynnette Boyd,
Billy & Christie Nietsche
Lector Praise Band
Acolyte Jaxon Kurtz
Altar Guild Sharon Elias
Flowers Sylvia &Lloyd Jewell

Fellowship Refreshments
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2026 Texas Louisiana Gulf Coast Synod Assembly

Thank you for letting us represent St. Paul’s! The theme of the assembly
was “How Can We Keep from Singing?” The opening worship service was
uplifting and wholeheartedly adhered to this theme! Bishop Tracey and
the Synod Council’s focus for this year is Connection, Communication
and Compassion. We heard various synod reports. The Bible studies and
breakout sessions were enlightening and motivating. We really enjoyed
connecting with our own Caleb Parks, who is the Recording Secretary
for our Synod Council. We also connected with former St. Paul’s
member Aimee Elles, who is an ordained Deacon and serves as the
Bishop’s Associate for Candidacy and Education. We here at St. Paul’s
have an opportunity to connect with Shared Lutheran Ministry this
summer at the July 18t event “Dinner & Dancing Under the Stars” a
fund raiser for Lutherhill. (More information to come!) Our Bishop and
Synod Council are committed to finding new ways to strengthen the
lines of communication between the synod and churches, as well as
encouraging communication between churches, and from churches to
the synod council. We heard many examples of compassion from
members of the Lutheran faith from all walks of life. Just to name a few:

e start-up mission churches with a strong Hispanic presence

e Dr. Mitri Rahab, Director of Bright Stars of Bethlehem, a university
in Palestine for the arts and culture

e donations from our synod of $277,000 to World Hunger

e Lutheran Disaster Response’s contributions of over $108,000 and
the note that LDR is known for being the last group to leave
disaster sites

e continued partnerships with Peru and the Central African Republic.
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The 3 C’s, Connection, Communication and Compassion, each have a
team in the synod office and synod council, and members of the
churches in our synod are welcome to participate in these committees.

If you would like to know more about this year’s assembly, we would
love to visit with you.

How Can We Keep from Singing?
Ashley Parks, Scott and Kathy Toensing
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TEXAS-LOUISIANA GULF COAST SYNOD

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE

8:30 — Spoken Service
9:15 - Coffee Time

10:00 — Sung Service

Communion June 7
at both through
services August 9
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JUNE CALENDAR

DATE TIME EVENT
WEDNESDAY 6/3 7:00 PM Praise Band rehearsal
SUNDAY 6/7 8:30 AM Worship Service Spoken
9:15 AM Coffee Time Fellowship Hall
10:00 AM Worship Service Sung
3:00 PM The Chosen, Brenham Westwood
Cinema.
MONDAY 6/8 8:30 AM St. Paul @ Second Chance
SUDAY 6/14 8:30 AM Worship Service Spoken
9:15 AM Coffee Time Fellowship Hall
10:00 AM Worship Service Sung
MON- FRI 6/15-19 8:30 AM-NOON What a Mess! VBS/Day Camp
TUESDAY 6/16 6:00 PM Church Council in Friendship Room
WEDNESDAY 6/17 7:00 PM Praise Band Rehearsal
SUNDAY 6/21 8:30 AM Worship Service Spoken
9:15 AM Coffee Time Fellowship Hall
10:00 AM Worship Service Sung
TUESDAY 6/23 8:30 AM Tacky Tuesday
WEDNESDAY 6/24 7:00 PM Praise Band rehearsal
SATURDAY 6/27 9:00-2:00PM Fellowship Hall, Private Event
SUNDAY 6/28 8:30 AM Worship Service Spoken
9:15 AM Coffee Time Fellowship Hall
10:00 AM Worship Service Sung




St. Paul Council 2026

Scott Toensing, president (phone: 979-966-2222)

Bradley Loehr, vice president

Wendy McCredie, treasurer

Cindy Pundt, secretary

John Acosta, mission/Peru

Glenn Davis, stewardship/endowment
Glenn Eilert, outreach/social ministry
Diane Menefee, worship/technology
Leah Wolff, youth/parish education
Todd Oehlke, property

Parish office hours
Monday-Friday 8:00 AM-5:00 PM
Office phone: 979-968-5657
Fellowship Hall phone: 979-968-9603
www.stpaullg.org

Email: stpaul@cvctx.com
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Dated material
Please do not delay

+

St. Paul

Lutheran Church

share e care e grow
La Grange, Texas

Staff

The Rev. Michael Rinehart, interim pastor
Cell: 936-524-2625

Email: stpaullg.interim.pastor@gmail.com
Rory Halpain: Children, Youth, Family Director
Ruth Poncik, office manager

Sherise Davis, organist

Cindy Pundt, organist

Kathy Toensing, adult choir/praise band
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