Hagar

GOD SEPRS:
GOD HEARS.
GOD REMEMBERS.

St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church
June 21, 2026 - 10:00 AM
4% Sunday after Pentecost
The Rev. Michael Rinehart, Interim Pastor
Sherise Davis, Organist

Hearing assistance devices and children’s activity bags are available in the lobby:
Ushers can help as needed.

Welcome to worship!

*F indicates to make the sign of the cross.
Boldface print indicates congregational responses.



GIRTHER

CONFESSION AND FOREGIVENESS

In the name of the Father, and of the *F* Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

PRELUDE
Please stand as able.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your
will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of
Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all
your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the - Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

GATHERING SONG Let the Whole Creation Cry ELW #876



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE This is the Feast page 140

Refrain
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
whose blood set us free to be people of God. Refrain
Power, riches, wisdom and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are his. Refrain

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. Refrain

For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia. Refrain

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Teach us, good Lord God, to serve you as you deserve, to give and not to count the
cost, to fight and not to heed the wounds, to toil and not to seek for rest, to labor
and not to ask for reward, except that of knowing that we do your will, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
Please be seated.

WoED

FIRST READING: Genesis 21:8-21

8 The child [Isaac] grew and was weaned, and Abraham made a great feast on the
day that Isaac was weaned. ° But Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom
she had borne to Abraham, playing with her son Isaac. 1°So she said to Abraham,
“Cast out this slave woman with her son, for the son of this slave woman shall

not inherit along with my son Isaac.” ! The matter was very distressing to
Abraham on account of his son. 12 But God said to Abraham, “Do not be distressed
because of the boy and because of your slave woman; whatever Sarah says to
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you, do as she tells you, for it is through Isaac that offspring shall be named for
you. 13 As for the son of the slave woman, | will make a nation of him also,
because he is your offspring.” 4 So Abraham rose early in the morning and took
bread and a skin of water and gave it to Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, along
with the child, and sent her away. And she departed and wandered about in the
wilderness of Beersheba.

1>When the water in the skin was gone, she cast the child under one of the
bushes. 1 Then she went and sat down opposite him a good way off, about the
distance of a bowshot, for she said, “Do not let me look on the death of the child.”
And as she sat opposite him, she lifted up her voice and wept. !’ And God heard
the voice of the boy, and the angel of God called to Hagar from heaven and said to
her, “What troubles you, Hagar? Do not be afraid, for God has heard the voice of
the boy where he is. 8 Come, lift up the boy and hold him fast with your hand, for |
will make a great nation of him.” 1 Then God opened her eyes, and she saw a well
of water. She went and filled the skin with water and gave the boy a drink.

20 God was with the boy, and he grew up; he lived in the wilderness and became
an expert with the bow. 2! He lived in the wilderness of Paran, and his mother got a
wife for him from the land of Egypt.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 86:1-10,16-17

! Bow down your ear, O LORD, and answer me,
for | am poor and in misery.

2 Keep watch over my life, for | am faithful;
save your servant who trusts in you.

3 Be merciful to me, O Lord, for you are my God;
| call upon you all the day long.

4 Gladden the soul of your servant,
for to you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.

> For you, O Lord, are good and forgiving,
and abundant in mercy toward all who call upon you.

® Give ear, O LORD, to my prayer,
and attend to the voice of my supplications.



7In the time of my trouble | will call upon you,
for you will answer me.
8 Among the gods there is none like you, O Lord,
nor anything like your works.
9 All the nations you have made will come and worship you, O Lord,
and glorify your name.
10 For you are great; you do wondrous things;
and you alone are God.
6 Turn to me and have mercy on me;
give your strength to your servant, and save the child of your handmaid.
17Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me may see it and be
lput to shame;
because you, LORD, have helped me and comforted me.

SECOND READING: Romans 6:1b-11
1 Should we continue in sin in order that grace may increase? 2By no means! How
can we who died to sin go on living in it? 3 Do you not know that all of us who were
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 Therefore we were
buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the
dead by the glory of the Father, so we also might walk in newness of life.

> For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be
united with him in a resurrection like his. ® We know that our old self was crucified
with him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, so we might no longer be
enslaved to sin. 7 For whoever has died is freed from sin. & But if we died with
Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. ° We know that Christ, being
raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him.
10The death he died, he died to sin once for all, but the life he lives, he lives to
God. ' So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ
Jesus.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
Please stand as able.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia. Alleluia.

GOSPEL: Matthew 10:24-39

The holy gospel according to St. Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the twelve:] 2* “A disciple is not above the teacher nor a slave above
the master; 2°it is enough for the disciple to be like the teacher and the slave like
the master. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more
will they malign those of his household!

26 “So have no fear of them, for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered
and nothing secret that will not become known. 2 What | say to you in the dark,
tell in the light, and what you hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops. 22 Do
not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather, fear the one who
can destroy both soul and body in hell. 2° Are not two sparrows sold for a penny?
Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. 3° And even the
hairs of your head are all counted. 3! So do not be afraid; you are of more value
than many sparrows.

32 “Everyone, therefore, who acknowledges me before others, | also will
acknowledge before my Father in heaven, 33 but whoever denies me before others,
| also will deny before my Fatin heaven.

34“Do not think that | have come to bring peace to the earth; | have not come to
bring peace but a sword.

3>For | have come to set a man against his father,

and a daughter against her mother,

and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law,

36 and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household.

37 “Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and
whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me, 3 and whoever
does not take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 3° Those who find
their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



Please be seated.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SERMON Hagar Wept
Please stand as able.

HYMN OF THE DAY Children of the Heavenly Father

APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
*t the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

ELW #781

Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the needs of

the world.

A brief silence.



Life-giving God, you have called your people to lose their lives for Jesus’ sake.
Strengthen your church to follow you in the face of difficulty. We pray for our
Presiding Bishop, Yeheil, and Tracey, our Synod Bishop to lead us. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Creator God, you know every sparrow that falls to the ground. Protect migrating
birds, endangered species, and their natural habitats. Empower us to care for your
creation. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Sovereign God, you call us to act justly and love mercy. Protect those with
marginalized identities to whom we have not shown the abounding love of Jesus.
Bring an end to oppression and bigotry in all forms. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Sustaining God, you promise to provide for us. Help those living with disability.
Comfort those experiencing any sort of illness or suffering especially: Royce, Leroy,
and those we name in our hearts. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Empowering God, strengthen us to live out our diverse callings. We pray especially
for fathers and father figures, that they show your compassion and care. We pray
for all who have recently lost a father or a son or for whom this day is otherwise
difficult or painful. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Loving God, we pray for Family Camp next week, that families might retreat from
technology, play, sing, grow close to you, and close to each other. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Faithful God, we give thanks for saints who have claimed their baptismal promises.
May we follow their example of faith and service. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Gracious God, guide our call committee through your Holy Spirit to our next pastor
at St. Paul. God of grace,
hear our prayer.



Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and unspoken
prayers to you, O God, through Jesus our Savior.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.
The congregation shares the peace with one another and is then seated.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please share your name and contact information on the pew pad. Pass it down to
others, then place sheets in offering plate.

OFFERING E%EE]

If you prefer to give online, the QR code will take you to the online giving page. o

Please stand as able. E

OFFERTORY ELW 184

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of blessing.

Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, that we may be fed with the
bread of life. Gather the hopes and dreams of all; unite them with the prayers we
offer. Grace our table with your presence and give us a foretaste of the feast to
come.

OFFERING PRAYER

Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart

in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your
abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us

now and forever.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING page 152
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.



Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name
and join their unending hymn:

SANCTUS page 144
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your
glory. Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the
name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great
love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to
all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his
coming in glory.
10



Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all whom

you have fed this heavenly food thru Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!
Please be seated.

AGNUS DEI

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.

COMMUNION

page 146

The ushers will direct you forward to receive communion or a blessing. All are welcome at the
table. White grape juice is in the center of the trays. If you are physically unable to come
forward for communion, please tell an usher and communion will be brought to you.

Please stand as able.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with
the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal,

may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of
Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.

Amen.
BLESSING
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, 't one God, bless, heal, and hold you

today and always.
Amen

SENDING SONG We are Baptized in Christ Jesus ELW #451

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Next Weekend’s Readings:
Genesis 22:1-14; Psalm 13; Romans 6:12-23
Matthew 10:40-42

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted
by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS027914. New Revised
Standard Version Bible, Copyright ©1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council
of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. © 2023 Hope Publishing Company, Carol
Stream, IL 60188, www.hopepublishing.com. Used by permission. Copyright © 2001 - 2020.
Sermon4Kids. All rights reserved. CRI, 2024 Used by permission.

St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church
Phone: 979-968-5657
PO Box 567/110 W. Walnut St., La Grange, Texas 78945
Interim Pastor Michael Rinehart: 936-524-2625, stpaullg.interim.pastor@gmail.com
Director for Children, Youth, and Family Rory Halpain:
979-702-8275 or email: rory.halpainl@gmail.com
Ruth Poncik, Office Manager, Office Hours: M-F 8AM-1PM, 2PM-5PM
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Email: stpaul@cvctx.com Web site: stpaullg.org
A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America: www.elca.org
Worship is streamed on Facebook live. It is also posted on our Facebook page.

Serving Today at 8:30 am
Ushers: Glenn Eilert, Patti & Kenny Weber
Lector: Bonnie Sladek

Serving Today at 10:00 am

Ushers: Wendy McCredie, Donnie Dippel, Frank & Lisa Moellenberndt
Acolytes: To Be Determined

Lector: Wendy McCredie

Altar Guild: Gloria Raschke

Flowers: Open

Fellowship: Linda Anders

EVENTS THIS WEEK

Today 9:30 am Adult Education in Friendship Room
Tuesday 8:30 am Tacky Tuesday in Fellowship Hall
Tuesday NOON July Newsletter Deadline

Serving Next Sunday 6/28 at 8:30 am
Ushers: Leah Wolff, JoLene & Gerald Hughes
Lector: Atlan Citzler

Serving Next Sunday 6/28 at 10:00 am

Ushers: John Acosta, Lynnette Boyd, Billy & Christie Nietsche
Acolyte: Jaxon Kurtz

Lector: Praise Band

Altar Guild: Sharon Elias

Flowers: Sylvia & Lloyd Jewell Fellowship: Burt Carter

OSLW
BIBLE STUDY&#
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July 2-5 - Family Camp

[ COMING UP ] July 5-10 - St. Paul.kids to
Lutherhill!
| l Jul 10-18 = LYO Trip
M@g@ July 18 — Lutherhill
Fundraiser in Rutersville

August 2 — Splashway
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SUMMER CAMP @ LUTHERHILL

Come to camp July 5-10
Pay $] 50 deposfr We' II rcuse ’rhe_.res’rl
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N SATURDAY, JULY 18

W%m HERMANN SONS LIFE HALL, RUTERSVILLE

5830 HWY 159, LA GRANGE, TEXAS

St. Paul Lutheran Church &
Shared Lutheran Ministry

' x
x
¥

x

5 p.m. Dinner Service Begins Free will offering
Fried Chicken, Sausage & Trimmings Live & Silent Auctions
Dine-in preferred All proceeds benefit Lutherhill!

6 p.m. Music by The Back Porch Boys BYO - Beverages & Lawn Chairs
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THEME WEEK * JOIN THE FUN!

1] I nt I l “ MISMATCH || TECHNICOLOR || WATER (| VBS SHIRT || FRAZZLED
MONDAY TUESDAY DAY DAY
’ y (BEDHEAD)
' V ’ \ ’ ‘
everyone, for _
- - Wear mismatched Pick Come read:
clothes, socks, Vo ol to splash'y i vs:k:'r{w iy
shoes, or accessories and wear it Wear your I:b:,a‘:::e you are! Show off
and celebrate the from head swimsuit and af:nzm ek your wildest
fun of being to toe! bring a towel. | 9 Yo bed head or wear
different! together! your pajamas! o

—— 5 Please vemembe to

\ﬂ apply sunscreen before .

arri vng' o ¢

AT i
S WECANT - GOD CAN TURN ANY MESS
10 SEE m!M INTO SOMETHING AMAZING!
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