St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church
June 28, 2026 - 10:00 AM
5t Sunday after Pentecost
The Rev. Michael Rinehart, Interim Pastor
Pastor Janelle Hooper, Guest Pastor
Praise Band

Hearing assistance devices and children’s activity bags are available in the lobby:
Ushers can help as needed.

Welcome to worship!

= indicates to make the sign of the cross.
Boldface print indicates congregational responses.



GIRTHER

PRELUDE All the People Said Amen and Grace Like Rain
Please stand as able.

CONFESSION AND FOREGIVENESS

In the name of the Father, and of the = Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your
will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of
Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all
your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the = Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

GATHERING SONG Take My Life, That | May Be ELW # 583



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE Cares Chorus

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, you direct our lives by your grace, and your words of justice and mercy
reshape the world. Mold us into a people who welcome your word and serve one
another, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
Please be seated.
FIRST READING: Genesis 22:1-14
1 God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here | am.” 2He
said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of
Moriah and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains that | shall
show you.” 3So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took
two of his young men with him and his son Isaac; he cut the wood for the burnt
offering and set out and went to the place in the distance that God had shown
him. 4 On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place far away. > Then
Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; the boy and | will go
over there; we will worship, and then we will come back to you.” ® Abraham took
the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried
the fire and the knife. And the two of them walked on together. 7 Isaac said to his
father Abraham, “Father!” And he said, “Here | am, my son.” He said, “The fire and
the wood are here, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 8 Abraham said,
“God himself will provide the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” And the two of
them walked on together.

9When they came to the place that God had shown him, Abraham built an altar
there and laid the wood in order. He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar
on top of the wood. 1°Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to
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kill his son. 11 But the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and said,
“Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here | am.”*?[The angel] said, “Do not lay
your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now | know that you fear God,
since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.”'3 And Abraham
looked up and saw a ram, caught in a thicket by its horns. Abraham went and took
the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. 1*So Abraham
called that place “The LorD will provide,” as it is said to this day, “On the mount of
the LORD it shall be provided.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 13
! How long, O LorD? Will you forget me forever?
How long will you hide your face from me?
2How long shall | have perplexity in my mind, and grief in my heart, day after
day?
How long shall my enemy triumph over me?
3 Look upon me and answer me, O LORD my God;
give light to my eyes, lest | sleep in death;
4lest my enemy say, “I have defeated you,”
and my foes rejoice that | have fallen.
> But | trust in your unfailing love;
my heart is joyful because of your saving help.
®1 will sing to the LoRrD,
who has dealt with me richly.

SECOND READING: Romans 6:12-23
12Do not let sin reign in your mortal bodies, so that you obey their desires. 3 No
longer present your members to sin as instruments of unrighteousness, but
present yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life, and
present your members to God as instruments of righteousness. 4 For sin will have
no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace.

1>What then? Should we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By
no means! ® Do you not know that, if you present yourselves to anyone as
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obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which
leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness? ’ But thanks be to
God that you who were slaves of sin have become obedient from the heart to the
form of teaching to which you were entrusted 2 and that you, having been set free
from sin, have become enslaved to righteousness. 1° | am speaking in human terms
because of your limitations. For just as you once presented your members as
slaves to impurity and lawlessness, leading to even more lawlessness, so now
present your members as slaves to righteousness, leading to sanctification.

20\When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. 2 So
what fruit did you then gain from the things of which you now are ashamed? The
end of those things is death. 22 But now that you have been freed from sin and
enslaved to God, the fruit you have leads to sanctification, and the end is eternal
life. 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ
Jesus our Lord.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
Please stand as able.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION | Love You Lord
GOSPEL: Matthew 10:40-42

The holy gospel according to St. Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the twelve:] *° “Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever
welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. 4 Whoever welcomes a prophet in
the name of a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward, and whoever welcomes a
righteous person in the name of a righteous person will receive the reward of the
righteous, 4> and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones
in the name of a disciple—truly | tell you, none of these will lose their reward.”

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE



SERMON “Choices”
Pastor Janelle Hooper

Please stand as able.

HYMN OF THE DAY You Are Mine

APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
*t the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

ELW #581

Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the needs of

the world.

A brief silence.



Lord of all the worlds, guide this nation by your Spirit to go forward in justice and
freedom. Give to all living in these lands the blessings of well-being and harmony,
but above all things give us faith in you, that our nation may bring glory to your
name and blessings to all peoples. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Faithful God, establish your church to offer welcome and proclaim your peace.
Nourish us so we can proclaim your hope to the world. We pray for Family Camp
this week, that families might retreat, play, sing, grow close to you, and close to
each other. We pray for our grade schoolers and teenagers attending camp next
week, that they might rediscover you in creation, relationships, activities, Bible
study, and campfire. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Creator God, bring life to places experiencing drought, deforestation, and
pollution. Help us to cultivate and care for the natural world around us.
God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Loving God, bring an end to conflict and division. Sustain the work of prophets in
our time, and work through world leaders to foster understanding, justice, and
peace. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Provider God, give your children what they need physically, emotionally, and
spiritually. We pray especially for Royce, Leroy, Lori, and those we name in our
hearts. Bless caregivers as they show God’s hospitality through their generous
service. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Living God, lead us from death to life. Inspire new ministries and endeavors, renew
established ones, and strengthen our welcoming presence to our neighbors.

God of grace,

hear our prayer.



Eternal God, we remember the faithful departed of this community and of the
wider church and world. We pray for the family of Susan Brandt Madison. We give
thanks for saints of all times and places. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Gracious God, guide our call committee through your Holy Spirit to our next pastor
at St. Paul. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and unspoken
prayers to you, O God, through Jesus our Savior.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.
The congregation shares the peace with one another and is then seated.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please share your name and contact information on the pew pad. Pass it down to
others, then place sheets in offering plate.

OFFERING E%EE]

If you prefer to give online, the QR code will take you to the online giving page. H

OFFERTORY E

The Potter’s Hand
Please stand as able.

OFFERING PRAYER

Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart

in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your
abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us
now and forever.

Amen.



WIEAL

GREAT THANKSGIVING page 152
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name
and join their unending hymn:

SANCTUS Holy, Holy, Holy

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great
love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to
all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all whom
you have fed with this heavenly food thru Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!
Please be seated.

COMMUNION

The ushers will direct you forward to receive communion or a blessing. All are welcome at the
table. White grape juice is in the center of the trays. If you are physically unable to come
forward for communion, please tell an usher and communion will be brought to you.

Please stand as able.

In Remembrance
Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with
the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal,

may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of
Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.

Amen.

BLESSING

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, *+* one God, bless, heal, and hold you
today and always.

Amen.

SENDING SONG What A Friend We Have in Jesus
(Tune: Fulsom Prison Blues)

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Spirit in the Sky
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We welcome Pastor Janelle Hooper this morning as Guest Pastor. She is
Program Director for Curious Christian Children: Reimagining Kids in
Worship & Program Manager for Ministry with Children with the ELCA.

Next Weekend’s Readings:
Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67; Psalm 45:10-17; Romans 7:15-25a
Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30
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St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church
Phone: 979-968-5657
PO Box 567/110 W. Walnut St., La Grange, Texas 78945
Interim Pastor Michael Rinehart: 936-524-2625, stpaullg.interim.pastor@gmail.com
Director for Children, Youth, and Family Rory Halpain:
979-702-8275 or email: rory.halpainl@gmail.com
Ruth Poncik, Office Manager, Office Hours: M-F 8AM-1PM, 2PM-5PM
Email: stpaul@cvctx.com Web site: stpaullg.org
A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America: www.elca.org
Worship is streamed on Facebook live. It is also posted on our Facebook page.

Serving Today at 8:30 am

Ushers: Leah Wolff, JoLene & Gerald Hughes

Lector: Neil Miller

Altar Guild: Sharon Elias

Serving Today at 10:00 am

Ushers: John Acosta, Lynnette Boyd, Billy & Christie Nietsche
Acolyte: Jaxon Kurtz

Lector: Praise Band

Altar Guild: Sharon Elias

Flowers: In celebration of their 415t wedding anniversary (6/29)
by Sylvia and Lloyd Jewell.

Fellowship: Burt Carter

EVENTS THIS WEEK

TODAY 11:15 AM Adult Education in Friendship Room
Tuesday 1:30 PM Book Group in Friendship Room
5:00 PM Worship Committee

Serving Next Sunday 7/5 at 8:30 am
Ushers: Glenn Eilert, Gary Anders
Lector: Bonnie Sladek

Altar Guild: Ashleigh Parks

Serving Next Sunday 7/5 at 10:00 am
Ushers: Caleb & Ashleigh Parks, Rory Halpain, Rowdy Weidemann
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Acolyte: Jaxon Kurtz
Lector: Praise Band

Altar Guild: Ashleigh Parks
Flowers: Dorothy Drab
Fellowship: Open

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted
by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS027914. New Revised
Standard Version Bible, Copyright ©1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council
of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. © 2023 Hope Publishing Company, Carol
Stream, IL 60188, www.hopepublishing.com. Used by permission. Copyright © 2001 - 2020.
Sermon4Kids. All rights reserved. CRI, 2026 Used by permission.

NEXT:

July 2-5 - Family Camp

COMING Up | 2Uly 5-10-St. Paul kids to
Lutherhill!

Jul 10-18 - LYO Trip
M@g@ July 18 — Lutherhill

Fundraiser in Rutersville
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SUMMER CAMP @ LUTHERHILL

Come to camp July 5-10
ey $] 50 deposn‘ We' II rclse ’rhenres’rl
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% /VG SATURDAY, JULY 18

m HERMANN SONS LIFE HALL, RUTERSVILLE

5830 HWY 159, LA GRANGE, TEXAS

_/'/ . St.Paul Lutheran Church &

Z" shared Lutheran Ministry

.*.

5 p.m. Dinner Service Begins Free will offering

Fried Chicken, Sausage & Trimmings Live & Silent Auctions

Dine-in preferred All proceeds benefit Lutherhill!
6 p.m. Music by The Back Porch Boys BYO - Beverages & Lawn Chairs

Don’t forget the Office Manager Challenge during the Live Auction
between Ruth Poncik and Cheri Herbrich.
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HOW’'S THE WEATHER?

Use the code below to fill in these
forecasts in places where Jesus traveled:

CODE
A=O D= & H= == M= 7% P=® T=—M W=
B= & E=4+ I= N= 1™ R= ® u=O Y=*f
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O ™ Vv O m
Jerusalem
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Dead Sea Area
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Sea of Galilee
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Mediterranean Coast
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