Abraham—

FAITH THAT MOVES.
PROMISES THAT INSPIRE.

St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church
June 7, 2026 — 10:00 AM
2"4 Sunday after Pentecost
The Rev. Michael Rinehart, Interim Pastor
Cindy Pundt, Organist

Hearing assistance devices and children’s activity bags are available in the lobby:
Ushers can help as needed.

Welcome to worship!

*F indicates to make the sign of the cross.
Boldface print indicates congregational responses.



GIRTHER

CONFESSION AND FOREGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, F* one God, whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.

PRELUDE
Please stand as able.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free
ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden
is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray,

Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens,

and | will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, = Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love.
Amen.

GATHERING SONG Morning Has Broken ELW #556

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE This is the Feast page 140

Refrain
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
whose blood set us free to be people of God. Refrain
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Power, riches, wisdom and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are his. Refrain

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. Refrain

For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia. Refrain

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, you are the source of life and the ground of our being. By the power of
your Spirit bring healing to this wounded world, and raise us to the new life of your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
FIRST READING: Genesis 12:1-9

Please be seated.
! The LorD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your
father’s house to the land that | will show you. 21 will make of you a great nation,
and | will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 31
will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you | will curse, and in you
all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”

4So Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram was
seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. > Abram took his wife Sarai
and his brother’s son Lot and all the possessions that they had gathered and the
persons whom they had acquired in Haran, and they set forth to go to the land of
Canaan. When they had come to the land of Canaan, ® Abram passed through the
land to the place at Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites
were in the land. ” Then the LORD appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring |
will give this land.” So he built there an altar to the LoRD, who had appeared to
him. 8 From there he moved on to the hill country on the east of Bethel and
pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east, and there he built an
altar to the LORD and invoked the name of the LoRD. ° And Abram journeyed on by
stages toward the Negeb.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm 33:1-12
! Rejoice in the LORD, you righteous;
praise is fitting for the upright.
2 Praise the LORD with the lyre;
make music for God with a ten-stringed harp.
3Sing for the LORD a new song;
play your instrument skillfully with joyful sounds.
“For your word, O LORD, is right,
and faithful are all your works.
>You love righteousness and justice;
your steadfast love fills the whole earth.
By your word were the heavens made,
by the breath of your mouth all the hosts of heaven.
’You gather up the waters of the ocean as in a water-skin
and store up the depths of the sea.
8 Let all the earth fear the LoRD;
let all who dwell in the world stand in awe.
9 For God spoke, and it came to pass;
God commanded, and it stood fast.
19The LorD brings the will of the nations to nothing
and thwarts the designs of the peoples.
1¥our will, O LORD, stands fast forever,
and the designs of your heart from age to age.
12 Happy is the nation whose God is the LORD!
Happy the people chosen to be God’s heritage!

SECOND READING: Romans 4:13-25

13The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his
descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 4 For if it is
the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is
void. > For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law, neither is there
transgression.

16 For this reason the promise depends on faith, in order that it may rest on
grace, so that it may be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the
adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (who is the
father of all of us, 7 as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”),
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in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and
calls into existence the things that do not exist. ¥ Hoping against hope, he believed
that he would become “the father of many nations,” according to what was said,
“So shall your descendants be.” *° He did not weaken in faith when he considered
his own body, which was already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred
years old), and the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. 2° No distrust made him waver
concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to
God, ?! being fully convinced that God was able to do what he had

promised. 22 Therefore “it was reckoned to him as righteousness.” 22 Now the
words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written not for his sake alone ?*but for ours
also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from
the dead, 2> who was handed over for our trespasses and was raised for our
justification.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
Please stand as able.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia. Alleluia.

GOSPEL: Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26

The holy gospel according to St. Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord.

9 As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax-
collection station, and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he got up and followed
him.

10 And as he sat at dinner in the house, many tax collectors and sinners came
and were sitting with Jesus and his disciples. 1 When the Pharisees saw this, they
said to his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and
sinners?” 12 But when he heard this, he said, “Those who are well have no need of
a physician, but those who are sick. 3 Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire
mercy, not sacrifice.” For | have not come to call the righteous but sinners.”

18 While he was saying these things to them, suddenly a leader came in and
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knelt before him, saying, “My daughter has just died, but come and lay your hand
on her, and she will live.” ° And Jesus got up and followed him, with his

disciples. 2° Then suddenly a woman who had been suffering from a flow of blood
for twelve years came up behind him and touched the fringe of his cloak, 2! for she
was saying to herself, “If | only touch his cloak, | will be made well.” ?? Jesus turned,
and seeing her he said, “Take heart, daughter; your faith has made you well.” And
the woman was made well from that moment. 22 When Jesus came to the leader’s
house and saw the flute players and the crowd making a commotion, 24 he said,
“Go away, for the girl is not dead but sleeping.” And they laughed at him. > But
when the crowd had been put outside, he went in and took her by the hand, and
the girl got up. 2 And the report of this spread through all of that district.

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SERMON Abraham Moved
Please stand as able.

HYMN OF THE DAY In Christ Called to Baptize ELW #575

APOSTLES CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
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| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
*t the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the needs of
the world.

God of mercy, you call us to a life filled with acts of mercy. Ground us in following
Christ, that we might extend the mercy we receive. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

God of creation, all you have made is yours, the rolling, wooded hills, the Colorado
River, and the Gulf of Mexico. Revive lands in need of healing and make us wise
stewards of all you have given us to tend. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God of the nations, you promise to deliver those who call on you. Bring an end
to conflict, bigotry, and injustice in all their forms wherever they are found.
God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God of comfort, you provide for those in need. Bring an end to addiction. Comfort
people as they mourn. Provide tenderly for those in need: Royce, Florence, Kaci,
Lori, and those we name in our hearts. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God of blessings, you send the Holy Spirit to provide varieties of gifts in the body
of Christ. Accompany those who travel this summer, make our gatherings joyous,
and grant us a spirit of hospitality and togetherness. For Vacation Bible School next
week, that the children, the adult leaders, and the teen helpers may have fun,
grow in faith and be safe. God of grace,

hear our prayer.



God of life, we give you thanks for saints whose lives revealed your faithfulness.
We remember especially the family of Shaleah Hill. May remembering their
faithfulness strengthen our own. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and unspoken
prayers to you, O God, through Jesus our Savior.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.
The congregation shares the peace with one another and is then seated.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please share your name and contact information on the pew pad. Pass it down to
others, then place sheets in offering plate.

OFFERING E%EE]

If you prefer to give online, the QR code will take you to the online giving page. -

Please stand as able. E

OFFERTORY ELW 184

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of blessing.

Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, that we may be fed with the
bread of life. Gather the hopes and dreams of all; unite them with the prayers we
offer. Grace our table with your presence and give us a foretaste of the feast to
come.

OFFERING PRAYER

Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart

in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your
abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us
now and forever.

Amen.



WIEAL

GREAT THANKSGIVING page 152
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name
and join their unending hymn:

SANCTUS page 144
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your
glory. Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the
name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great
love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to
all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!
Please be seated.

AGNUS DEI page 146
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.
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COMMUNION

The ushers will direct you forward to receive communion or a blessing. All are welcome at the
table. White grape juice is in the center of the trays. If you are physically unable to come
forward for communion, please tell an usher and communion will be brought to you.

Please stand as able.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with
the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal,

may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of
Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.

Amen.

BLESSING

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, -+ one God, bless, heal, and hold you

today and always.

Amen

SENDING SONG Praise to the Lord, the Almighty ELW #858
DISMISSAL

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!

Thanks be to God.

Next Weekend’s Readings:
Genesis 18:1-15; Psalm 116:1-2,12-19; Romans 5:1-8
Matthew 9:35-10:8

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted
by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS027914. New Revised
Standard Version Bible, Copyright ©1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council
of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. © 2023 Hope Publishing Company, Carol
Stream, IL 60188, www.hopepublishing.com. Used by permission. Copyright © 2001 - 2020.
Sermon4Kids. All rights reserved. CRI, 2024 Used by permission.
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St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church
Phone: 979-968-5657
PO Box 567/110 W. Walnut St., La Grange, Texas 78945
Interim Pastor Michael Rinehart: 936-524-2625, stpaullg.interim.pastor@gmail.com
Rory Halpain, Children, Youth, and Family Director: 979-702-8275 or rory.halpainl@gmail.com
Ruth Poncik, Office Manager, Office Hours: M-F 8AM-1PM, 2PM-5PM
Email: stpaul@cvctx.com Web site: stpaullg.org
A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America: www.elca.org
Worship is streamed on Facebook live. It is also posted on our Facebook page.

Serving Today at 8:30 am

Ushers: Glenn Eilert, Linda Anders, Linda Diers

Lector: Leah Wolff

Serving Today at 10:00 am

Ushers: Scott Toensing, Tim Knesek, Lloyd & Sylvia Jewell
Acolytes: Emmy Neal

Lector: Rebecca Hegar

Altar Guild: JoLene & Gerald Hughes

Flowers: To the glory of God and in honor of the Citzler Family
By Royce and Elva Keilers.

Fellowship: Wendy McCredie

EVENTS THIS WEEK

Today Adult Education at 11:15 am in Friendship Room
Monday St. Paul @ Second Chance
Wednesday 6:00 PM Praise Band

Serving Next Sunday 6/14 at 8:30 am

Ushers: Leah Wolff, Paul Mikula, Linda Morrison

Lector: Neal Miller

Serving Next Sunday 6/14 at 10:00 am

Ushers: Cindy Pundt, Ashlynd Judy, Frank Teykl, Michael Mach

Acolytes: To be determined.

Lector: Praise Band

Altar Guild: Ginger Muesse

Flowers: Linda Diers

Fellowship: Doady Rogers and Carolyn Bennetsen
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