
 

 

Newsletter of St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church, La Grange TX 

March  2026 

Welcome to Lent 

February 18, on Ash Wednesday, we began our 40-day journey. Lent comes from the Old English word 
encten, later lencten, for spring, the lengthening of the days, at least in the northern hemisphere. In the 
church, the season has always been a time for prayer, fasting, and generosity, as Jesus instructs his 
followers in the Sermon on the Mount: 

When you give alms… (Matthew 6:2) 

When you pray…  (Matthew 6:5) 

When you fast…  (Matthew 6:16) 

The time period mirrors Jesus’ 40 days of prayer and fasting in the wilderness, culminating in Easter (April 
5 this year). Most Christians around the world observe Lent through a recommitment to their prayer life 
and through a time of fasting, often giving money they would have spent on sweets, food, coffee, or 
whatever they give up, to charity. 

Prayer 

One way to refocus on prayer is to reboot prayer before meals. In his Small Catechism, Luther 
encourages parents to teach this prayer to their children: “Lord God, heavenly Father, bless us and these 
your gifts, which we receive from your bountiful goodness, through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.” 

Another way to renew prayer is to commit to a dedicated prayer time each day, morning or evening. Set 
aside time for prayer and silence. We will be talking about ways to pray during Lent, so this will help with 
how to pray if you’re stuck. Others set aside time during lunch, perhaps fasting and using the time to pray, 
and then setting aside the cost to donate to charity.  

Finally, we are providing two opportunities for congregational prayer each week, on Wednesdays at 10:00 
am and 6:00 pm.  

Fasting 

Fasting is not just going without all food and drink. That’s called a complete fast, like Jesus did in the 
wilderness. Most fasts today are giving up of some food for a time. For example, Catholics often do not 
eat meat on Fridays. That is a kind of fast. Some give up chocolate, sugar, alcohol, coffee, soda, TV, social 
media, or other things.  
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Fasting is stepping away from something, whether bad or good, in order to make space for God in our 
lives. Until you do it, you don’t realize how it helps you focus on God. Some people give up things that are 
bad for them, and after 40 days discover the spell has been broken. It takes about 40 days for some 
addictions to subside. Others give up things that are good for them, like certain foods, in order to 
remember that “people do not live by bread alone.” It reminds us that eating is not the true source of deep 
joy.  

Generosity 

Jesus’ word for this is “almsgiving.” Some people choose to donate to a weekly cause. Others save up 
during Lent for one particular cause. I had a friend who stopped spending $5/day on coffee and saved 
nearly $200 for Lutheran World Relief. There is plenty of need to go around.  

Lutherans do not require Lenten fasts. Under the gospel, we see our spiritual practices as opportunities 
for deeper communion with God, not a requirement to be met. I encourage you to prayerfully consider 
how God might be calling you to draw near.  

In Christ,  

Pastor Mike 

P.S. We will again be printing invitation cards to Easter Sunday services, brunch, and Easter egg hunt, that 
you can use to invite friends and neighbors. They will be made available the second half of March.  

 

 
 
We will be ordering potted lilies for Easter Sunday Service. You may donate in memory of or 
in honor of loved ones and your name will be listed in the bulletin.  Please turn in the 
completed form and your check by MONDAY, MARCH 30, 2026,  to the church office, office 
drop box, or offering plate.   
 
Please designate “EASTER LILIES” on the “for” line of your check and envelope.   

The lilies may be taken home after the service on Easter Day.  
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   What’s Happening at St. Paul 
TACKY TUESDAY will meet on Tuesday, March 17, 2026. We will have a potluck meal at 11:30 
am. Please join us as we pin hems, cut batting, and tie knots in quilts for Lutheran World Relief.  
No experience is needed and we welcome all members to join us.   
 

WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY: meets every Wednesday morning at 8:30 am in the 
Friendship Room.  
  
FRIENDS IN FAITH, our women’s group: will meet Monday, March 2, at 6:30 pm at the home of 
Linda Diers; 654 S. Madison St.; La Grange.  Linda will be leading the study of the book “Daring 
Joy.” 
 
FISHERS OF MEN, our men’s group: will meet Monday, March 16, at Darilek House, 254 W. 
Milam St., La Grange. Hosts are Todd Oehlke and Arno Ruether. Please call Frank Teykl for more 
information about Fishers of Men at 979-966-3145. 
 

HANDBELL CHOIR: meets at 5:15 pm on Wednesdays in the sanctuary during Lent.  
  
CHOIR: meets at 6:45 pm, or immediately after the evening service, on Wednesdays during 
Lent.  
  
PRAISE BAND: meets at 7:00 pm on Wednesdays in the sanctuary during Lent.  
  
CHURCH COUNCIL: will meet Tuesday, March 17, at 6:00 pm in the Friendship Room.  
  
CONFIRMATION CLASS: will not meet during Lent.  They will be helping with the evening 
service as lectors and presenting short skits.  
  
LYO—will meet on Wednesday evenings at 7:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall during Lent.  Youth 
enjoy a meal and fellowship before devotional time and reflection.  Please contact either Caleb 
Parks (512-944-7859) or Ashleigh Parks (409-201-5489) If you would like to help with this 
ministry.   
Family Sunday School—will be on Sunday, March 1 and 15. Families with their children (ages 3 
to 6th grade) will meet to have family learning activity and crafts with a Christian education 
theme. These events will continue on the first and third Sunday of each month, thru May.  
SAVE THE DATE – The TLU Choir will be at St. Paul on Friday, March 20, 2026 at 7:00 PM to 
present a concert.  Plan to be here!.  
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 Pray for our Shut-Ins and 
those in nursing homes and assisted living. 

  

Kay Dippel        Juanita Frels, Care Inn 

Dorothy Stolle                   Florence Otto, Monument Hill 

Hertha Kruse        Gladys Weber, Monument Hill  

Joy Skelton           AC & Annazell von Minden, Jefferson Place 

JC Spacek           Grace Robilio, Jefferson Place 

Dorothy Schilling         Marianne Williams, Jefferson Place 

Annie & Wilburn Hackebeil      Gloria Baumbach, Jefferson Place 

          Betty Schmidt, Schulenburg Regency 

                     Mary Ann Butler, Westminster, Austin 

          Gilbert Freudenberg, College Place  

                 Assisted Living, Schulenburg 

 

 

NAME DATE YEARS 

Anna & David Karisch 3/4 37 

Rebecca & Russell Dittrich 3/11 9 

Sheryl & Gene Jaster 3/19 43 

Joyce & Don Steinmann 3/22 51 

Kristi & Wayne Jackson 3/24 19 

Tammy & Dale Kutac 3/25 26 

JoLene & Gerald Hughes 3/27 55 
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DATE NAME 

3/4 Wilburn Hackebeil, Don Hagemann, Macee Prause 

3/5 Duke Hengst,  Brady Paden 

3/8 John Pineda 

3/11 Bethany Stork 

3/14 McKynzie Payne 

3/15 JoAn Heintschel 

3/17 Claire Hensel,  Sylvia Jewell 

3/18 Brian Killough 

3/19 Howard Bohot 

3/20 Anthony Jones 

3/21 Justin Elias, Bert Gest 

3/23 Cole Morgan, Cheyenne Pundt 

3/24 Linda Albers 

3/25 Don Mayer 

3/28 Lindsey Schneider 

3/30 Madison Oltmann 

3/31 Phyllis Bohot 

 
 

 
REMINDER—Time changes back to Daylight Savings Time.  Remember to change 
your clock before you go to bed Saturday night, 3/7/2026, FORWARD one hour.  
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St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
2026 Second Chance Work Schedule 

March 3-9 

2026 Schedule:  April 21-27, June 2-8,   
July 21-27, September 1-5, October 13-19, and December 1-7 

 
Second Chance hours:  Tuesday-Saturday, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.  

&  Mondays, 8 a.m., Address: 841 S. Reynolds St.; La Grange 
  

Tuesday-Thursday are spent receiving, pricing and putting items out to sell; Fridays and Saturdays are the days 
the store is open to the public {sales hours are 9 am to 3 pm}; and Monday mornings are for  

straightening up the store for the next volunteers. 

Thank you to all volunteers and  
we always welcome new volunteers! 

  
St. Paul Coordinators:  Patty Ehler, JoLene Hughes, Linda Morrison,  

Ginger Muesse, and Sylvia Jewell 
CONTACT NUMBER: 979-249-6328  

****************************************************** 

 2026 AMEN Schedule 
8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Monday and 4:30 – 6:00 p.m.  on Thursday 

Food distribution at above times only 

 Address: 851 S. Reynolds St.; La Grange 

   March 16:  St. Paul’s Volunteers work this day 

More volunteers are needed: please call Rebecca Dittrich 
(see her information below) 

    (AMEN is also open Thursdays ONLY to accept food donations from 
10:00 am—12:00 pm: St. Paul Volunteers needed this day also) 

 
Remaining 2026 Schedule:  May 11, July 13, September 14, November 9  
 

 St. Paul’s AMEN Coordinator is Rebecca Dittrich.  Please contact her at 512-762-1276 if you would like to 

volunteer. Or you can email Rebecca at:  rebecca.dittrich11@gmail.com. 

 REMINDER— The second Sunday of each month is designated for St. Paul members’ food donations to  the 

AMEN food pantry.  Green baskets are at Walnut Street portico entrance and porch of the church office.   

A grocery basket is located in the church lobby for your donations. 
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March Worship Assistants 

 

Sunday March 1, 2026

Ushers Bradley Loehr, Atlan Citzler

Don Koether, David & Patti Ehler

Lector Frank Teylk

Acolytes Hadley Ehler & BryceLynn Mills

Altar Guild Gerald & JoLene Hughes

Fellowship Refreshments Annette Citzler

Flowers Open

Sunday, March 8, 2026

Ushers Diane Menefee, Jackie Skelton

James & Sharon Elias, John D. Marburger

Lectors Praise Band

Acolytes Jaxon Kurtz & Aaron Mathis

Altar Guild Sharon Elias

Fellowship Refreshments Linda Diers

Flowers Open

Sunday March 15, 2026

Ushers Leah Wolff, Diane Lude, Cindy Hengst, 

Faye Bresan, Janet Coronado, Ginger Muesse

Lectors Leah Wolff

Acolytes Emmy Neal 

Altar Guild Janet Coronado

Fellowship Refreshments Open

Flowers Open

Sunday March 22, 2026

Ushers Cindy Pundt, Ashlynd Judy, Linda Anders, 

Rhonda Koether, Frank Teykl, Michael Mach

Lectors Praise Band

Acolytes Aaron Mathis & McKynzie Payne

Altar Guild Ginger Friemel

Fellowship Refreshments Open

Flowers Anders Family

Sunday, March 29, 2026 Palm Sunday

Ushers Todd Oehlke, Gerald & JoLene Hughes, 

Gloria Raschke, Bonnie Sladek

Lector Sharon Elias

Acolytes Luke Shows 

Altar Guild Faye Bresan

Fellowship Refreshments LYO Brunch
Flowers Palms
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INCOME AMOUNT EXPENSE Amount

General Fund 18,165.88$      Benevolence Synod (2 months) 10,703.52$       

Benevolence LOCAL 1,310.00$         

Checking Acct Interest 8.06$               Salaries/Payroll Expense 22,135.88$       

LOCAL FUNDS #####: Pastoral Supply 328.40$            

AMEN 65.00$             Landscape/Yard care 750.00$            

Lutherhill Ministries 40.00$             Office Supplies/Equipment 1,622.32$         

Second Chance Property Maintenance 195.00$            

LYO Trips/Activities 155.00$           

DEDICATED FUNDS: Renovation - Steeple Repair 9,450.00$         

Maintenance 345.00$           Accountant 1099's/W-2's 340.00$            

Renovation 705.00$           Radio program 171.20$            

Hospitality Ministry 250.00$           Software/Licensing fees 1,301.40$         

Building New Construction Parish ed - Confirmation ed, Bibles 1,282.79$         

Music/AV 5.00$               Worship expense 946.24$            

Altar Guild Outreach - Christmas Eve cards, etc. 1,667.07$         

Memorials 25.00$             Insurance - Workers'  Comp 842.14$            

SYNOD FUNDS %%%%: Insurance - Property 10,941.75$       

World Hunger 554.93$           Telephone/Internet 386.55$            

Town & Country Missions 100.00$           Utilities 1,363.82$         

LWR Postage 447.20$            

Christ in Our Home; Advent calendars 370.00$            

RENT 800.00$           Miscellaneous Expenses 47.47$              

TOTAL MONTH 21,218.87$      TOTAL 66,602.75$       

#### pass thru to local entities ELCA Endowment Funds

 %%%% pass thru to Synod Office Gau for Sanctuary $870,978.95

 Dippel  Scholarship $187,284.52

Prosperty Bank ($32,437.41 transferred from closed Dippel MIF Acct)

General Fund $28,916.39

Renovation Balance $1,122.40

LYO Balance $5,205.43 Meservey Accounts

CD $100,000.00 Unrestricted Account Balance $555,487.82

Mission Balance $74,855.70

Transfer To General Fund LYO Scholarship Acct $24,397.10

CD Interest transferred $7,862.73

Meservey transfer $11,272.51

St. Paul Financial Summary January, 2026

ACCOUNT BALANCES AS OF 12/31/2025
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St. Paul Council 2026 
Scott Toensing, president (phone: 979-966-2222) 
Bradley Loehr, vice president 
Wendy McCredie, treasurer 
Cindy Pundt, secretary  
John Acosta, mission/Peru 
Arno Ruether., stewardship/endowment 
Glenn Eilert, outreach/social ministry 
Diane Menefee, worship/technology 
Leah Wolff, youth/parish education 
Todd Oehlke, property 

Parish office hours 
Monday-Friday 8:00 AM-5:00 PM 
Office phone: 979-968-5657 
Fellowship Hall phone: 979-968-9603 
www.stpaullg.org 
Email: stpaul@cvctx.com 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Staff 
The Rev. Michael Rinehart, interim pastor 
Cell: 936-524-2625 
Email: stpaullg.interim.pastor@gmail.com 
Ruth Poncik, office manager 
Sherise Davis, organist 
Cindy Pundt, organist 
Kathy Toensing, adult choir/praise band 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MESSENGER MARCH 2026 
St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
PO Box 567/427 S Washington Street 
La Grange, Texas 78945 
________________________________ 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 
________________________________ 
 
Dated material 
Please do not delay 
 
 
 
 
 

Non-Profit Organization 
U.S. Postage Paid 

La Grange, TX 
Permit No. 83 

mailto:stpaul@cvctx.com

