St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church
March 8, 2026 - 9:00 AM
Third Sunday in Lent
Praise Band
The Rev. Michael Rinehart, Interim Pastor

Children’s activity bags and hearing assistance devices are available in the lobby:
Ushers can help as needed.



Welcome to worship!

* indicates to make the sign of the cross.
Boldface print indicates congregational responses.
PRELUDE

Please stand as able.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt

and blots out all offenses.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For failing to recognize your coming reign, and for hindering the work of the Spirit:
Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition, and for disdaining the living
water Christ offers: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For disregarding voices from the margin, and for distrusting signs of your healing
and hope in the world: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.
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For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent, and for disregarding Christ’s call
to come forth to life: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound.
Through faith, the free gift of God,
you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ.

In the name of * Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.

The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead dwells in you, pours God’s
love into your hearts, and gives you life and peace.

Amen.

GATHERING SONG See Overhead Screen

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE page 203
Have mercy on us, Lord, and hear our solemn prayer.

We come to hear your living word; it saves us from despair.

Have mercy on us, Christ, and wash away our sin.

Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may begin.

Have mercy on us, Lord, make sin and shame depart.

Renew us with your saving pow’r; create in us new hearts!

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Merciful God, the fountain of living water, you quench our thirst and wash away
our sin. Give us this water always. Bring us to drink from the well that flows with
the beauty of your truth through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
Please be seated.



FIRST READING: Exodus 17:1-7

! From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by
stages, as the LORD commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no
water for the people to drink. 2 The people quarreled with Moses and said, “Give
us water to drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do
you test the LORD?” 3 But the people thirsted there for water, and the people
complained against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us
and our children and livestock with thirst?” # So Moses cried out to the LORD,
“What shall | do for this people? They are almost ready to stone

me.” > The LORD said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people and take some of the
elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile
and go. ¢ will be standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the
rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people may drink.” Moses did so, in
the sight of the elders of Israel. 7 He called the place Massah and Meribah, because
the Israelites quarreled and tested the LORD, saying, “Is the LORD among us or not?”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 95
! Come, let us sing to the LORD;
let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation.
2 Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving
and raise a loud shout to the LORD with psalms.
3 For you, LORD, are a great God,
and a great ruler above all gods.
“In your hand are the caverns of the earth;
the heights of the hills are also yours.
>The sea is yours, for you made it,
and your hands have molded the dry land.
®Come, let us worship and bow down,
let us kneel before the LORD our maker.



’For the LoRrD is our God, and we are the people of God’s pasture and the
sheep of God’s hand.
Oh, that today you would hear God’s voice!
8 “Harden not your hearts,
as at Meribah, as on that day at Massah in the desert.
?There your ancestors tested me,
they put me to the test, though they had seen my works.
10 Forty years | loathed that generation, saying,
‘The heart of this people goes astray; they do not know my ways.’
11ndeed | swore in my anger,
‘They shall never come to my rest.””

SECOND READING: Romans 5:1-11
1 Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ, 2through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand,
and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. 3 And not only that, but we
also boast in our afflictions, knowing that affliction produces endurance, #and
endurance produces character, and character produces hope, > and hope does not
put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the
Holy Spirit that has been given to us.

® For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the
ungodly. 7Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps
for a good person someone might actually dare to die. 8 But God proves his love
for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us. ® Much more surely,
therefore, since we have now been justified by his blood, will we be saved through
him from the wrath of God. °For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to
God through the death of his Son, much more surely, having been reconciled, will
we be saved by his life. 11 But more than that, we even boast in God through our
Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
Please stand as able.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

O Lord, throughout These Forty Days ELW#319 Stanza 3
Though parched and hungry, yet you prayed and fixed your mind above;

so teach us to deny ourselves that we may know God's love.

GOSPEL: John 4:5-42
Please be seated.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SERMON Spiritual Thirst
Please stand as able.

HYMN OF THE DAY See Overhead Screen

APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,

++ the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.
The congregation shares the peace with one another and is then seated.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please share your name and contact information on the pew pad. Pass it down to
others, then place sheets in offering plate.

OFFERING .
If you prefer to give online, the QR code will take you to the online giving page. E

Please stand as able.
OFFERTORY See Overhead Screen

OFFERING PRAYER

O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all creation.

You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth and bring forth its bounty.
Through these gifts of bread and wine, draw us into the death and life of your Son,
who calls us to bear witness to his saving work. We ask this in Jesus’ name.

Amen, A

GREAT THANKSGIVING page 152
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.



Let us give thanks to the lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the
paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of
your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

SANCTUS page 207
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God, of power and might:

Heav’n and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Blessed are you, O God of the universe.

Your mercy is everlasting

and your faithfulness endures from age to age.

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.

Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness
to the land of milk and honey.

Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.

Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life

as we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us
and on these gifts of bread and wine.

Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence.

Come, Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.
Breathe new life into us. Send us forth,

burning with justice, peace, and love.

Come, Holy Spirit.

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures,
with sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity,
now and forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,



but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Come to the table. Feast on God’s goodness and mercy.
Please be seated.

AGNUS DEI See Overhead Screen

COMMUNION

The ushers will direct you forward to receive communion or a blessing. All are welcome at the
table. White grape juice is in the center of the trays. If you are physically unable to come
forward for communion, please tell an usher and communion will be brought to you.

Please stand as able.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls,
reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey. Through the body and
blood of your Son, may we become Christ’s body in the world, bearing witness to
your love for all creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

BLESSING

Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: God, who calls all things into existence,
Jesus Christ, who redeems us, and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation,

* bless you now and always.
Amen.

SENDING SONG See Overhead Screen

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Believe the good news.
Thanks be to God.
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Next Sunday’s Readings:
1 Samuel 16: 1-13; Psalm 23; Ephesians 5: 8-14
John 9: 1-41

St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church
Phone: 979-968-5657
PO Box 567/110 W. Walnut St., La Grange, Texas 78945
Ruth Poncik, Office Manager, Office Hours: M-F 8AM-1PM, 2PM-5PM
Interim Pastor Michael Rinehart: 936-524-2625, stpaullg.interim.pastor@gmail.com
Email: stpaul@cvctx.com Web site: stpaullg.org
A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America: elca.org
Worship is streamed on Facebook live. Audio at www.stpaullg.org. It is also posted on our
Facebook page.

SERVING TODAY (3/8) SERVING NEXT SUNDAY (3/15)
Ushers: Diane Menefee, James & Ushers: Leah Wolff, Dianne Lude,
Sharon Elias, Jackie Skelton Cindy Hengst, Faye Bresan, Janet
Acolytes: Jaxon Kurtz & Aaron Mathis Coronado, Ginger Muesse

Lector: Praise Band Acolytes: Emmy Neal & Luke Shows
Altar Guild: Sharon Elias Lector: Leah Wolff

Flowers: Open Altar Guild: Janet Coronado
Fellowship: Linda Diers Flowers: Open

Fellowship: Open

SERVING 10:00 AM (3/11) WEDNESDAY THIS WEEK

Lector: Leonard Schulze 8:30 AM  Women’s Bible Study
SERVING 6:00 PM (3/11) 10:00 AM Lent Service

Acolyte: Aaron Mathis 5:00 PM  Confirmation

Lector: BryceLynn Mills 5:15PM  Hand Bells

Skit: Hadley Ehler & Jaxon Kurtz 6:00 PM  Lent Service

6:30 PM  Youth Meal

7:00 PM  LYO and Choir —
After Evening Service

7:30 PM  Praise Band
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COMING UP

AMEN - Volunteers from St. Paul will be at AMEN Food Pantry on Monday,
3/16/26 from 8:00 AM until Noon. Please consider joining them in this ministry to
our community.

Fishers of Men — will meet Monday, 3/16/26 at Darilek House, 254 W. Milam St.,
La Grange. Please call Frank Teykl (979-966-3145) if you have any questions
Tacky Tuesday — quilters will meet on Tuesday, 3/17/16 at 8:30 to pin hems, cut
batting, and tie knots in quilts for LWR. Please join us, no experience necessary.
Spirit Sunday — Sunday, 3/22/26, will be Spirit Sunday! Remember to wear your
St. Paul Shirt.

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted
by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS027914. New Revised
Standard Version Bible, Copyright ©1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council
of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. © 2023 Hope Publishing Company, Carol
Stream, IL 60188, www.hopepublishing.com. Used by permission. Copyright © 2001 - 2020.
Sermon4Kids. All rights reserved. CRI, 2024 Used by permission.

AL EY A TS AL IR TR )

We will be ordering potted lilies for Easter Sunday Service. You may donate in memory of or
in honor of loved ones and your name will be listed in the bulletin. Please turn in the
completed form and your check by MONDAY, MARCH 30, 2026, to the church office, office
drop box, or offering plate.

Please designate “EASTER LILIES” on the “for” line of your check and envelope.
The lilies may be taken home after the service on Easter Day.

Your Name and a phone number PLEASE

In Memory/ In Honor Of
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WEDNESDAYS DURING LENT

5:00 pm
5:15 pm
6:00 pm
6:30 pm
7:00 pm
7:30 pm

Confirmation
Bell Choir
Worship
Youth meal

Choir & LYO
Praise Band




Family Sunday School

Next Sunday, March 15

Parents and children - all ages
3 years - 6th grade

Meet upstairs
1st and 3" Sundays

TO SUBMIT A PRAYER REQUEST

e Write itin the Pew Pad with
your name, email, and phone
e Call or email the
church office




en’s Group — All are welcome.

Monday, March 16

Third Monday of Every month
6: 30 pm

Texas Lutheran University Choir

Friday, March 20, 2026 — 7:00 pm
St. Paul La Grange




: SUNDAY is March 22 Wearyour

St. Paul shirt (or call the office and get one!)

WELCOME SESSION AND LUNCH
PALM SUNDAY, MARCH 29
10:30-12:30
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