TO THE APOSTLES
HE HAD mj_usm;,_

St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church
May 17, 2026 - 9:00 AM
Ascension of Our Lord
Praise Band
The Rev. Michael Rinehart, Interim Pastor

Hearing assistance devices and children’s activity bags are available in the lobby:
Ushers can help as needed.



Welcome to worship!

* indicates to make the sign of the cross.
Boldface print indicates congregational responses.

GRTHER

PRELUDE
Please stand as able.

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb!
Amen.

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come.

You lead us beside still waters. We thank you for the waters of creation: morning
dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. We thank you for the waters that nourish us.
Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys.
We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection.

We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow.

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows.
Break down barriers that divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace.
Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.



Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a
new creation. We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise,
now and forever.

Amen.

GATHERING SONG

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, your only Son was taken into the heavens and in your presence
intercedes for us. Receive us and our prayers for all the world, and in the end bring
everything into your glory, through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
Please be seated.

CHOIR ANTHEM You Are My All in All/Fairest Lord Jesus
Dennis Jernigan
Arr. By Larry Shackley

FIRST READING: Acts 1:1-11

LIn the first book, Theophilus, | wrote about all that Jesus began to do and
teach 2 until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions
through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3 After his suffering
he presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them
during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. * While staying with
them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem but to wait there for the promise of

the Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have heard from me; > for John baptized
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with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”

6So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when
you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He replied, “It is not for you to know the
times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority.  But you will receive
power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” > When he had
said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their
sight. 1°While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two
men in white robes stood by them. ! They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand
looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into
heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 47
' Clap your hands, all you peoples;
shout to God with loud songs of joy.
’For the Lorp, the Most High, is awesome,
a great king over all the earth.
*He subdued peoples under us
and nations under our feet.
“He chose our heritage for us,
the pride of Jacob whom he loves. Selah
°>God has gone up with a shout,
the LORD with the sound of a trumpet.
®Sing praises to God, sing praises;
sing praises to our King, sing praises.
’For God is the king of all the earth;
sing praises with a psalm.
® God reigns over the nations;
God is enthroned on high.
?The nobles of the peoples have gathered as the people of the God of Abraham.
The rulers of the earth belong to God, who is highly exalted.



SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:15-23

>1 have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints,
and for this reason ‘°1 do not cease to give thanks for you as | remember you in my
prayers, '’ that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a
spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, *® so that, with the eyes
of your heart enlightened, you may perceive what is the hope to which he has
called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, ° and
what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to
the working of his great power. °° God put this power to work in Christ when he
raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly

places, ** far above all rule and authority and power and dominion and above
every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. ?’ And
he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all things for
the church, 2> which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
Please stand as able.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL: Luke 24:44-53
The holy gospel according to St. Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
“4[Jesus said to the eleven and those with them,] “These are my words that | spoke
to you while | was still with you—that everything written about me in the law of
Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.”*> Then he opened their
minds to understand the scriptures, “° and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that
the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day *” and that
repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations,
beginning from Jerusalem. “® You are witnesses of these things. “° And see, | am
sending upon you what my Father promised, so stay here in the city until you have
been clothed with power from on high.”

*°Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed
them. °* While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up



into heaven. °? And they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great
joy, > and they were continually in the temple blessing God.

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SERMON You Will be My Witness

Please stand as able.

HYMN OF THE DAY

Please be seated.

SENIOR RECOGNITION
Please stand as able.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken
world, let us pray for the needs of all creation.

A brief silence.

O God, your people sing praises throughout the church. By your Holy Spirit, inspire
musicians, deacons, pastors, and bishops to proclaim the gospel of Jesus. We pray
for our Presiding Bishop Yehiel, and Tracey, our Synod Bishop, as they lead us to
serve you. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Your creative power fills the universe. Bring favorable weather, nurture plants and
animals, protect us from natural disasters, and guide us to care for all you have
made. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.



Your justice is exercised in society by those in authority. Instill in political leaders,
business leaders, school administrators, and all who care for others a desire for
peace and equity. We pray for the President of the United States, the Governor of
Texas, the Mayor of La Grange, and other elected officials. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Your compassion and care come through the gifts of medicine and relationships.
Soothe the anxious, protect widows and orphans, comfort those living with
memory loss and their families, and heal the sick especially: Royce, Leroy, Gerald
and those we name in our hearts. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Your love radiates from communities gathered in your name. Bless those
experiencing significant transitions in life such as graduation, retirement, and new
employment, and accompany us in our prayers during these times. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

O God, your promise of eternal life is certain and sure. Inspire us by the steadfast
faith of those who have gone before us, so that we may be confident in the
assurances you give. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of
new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.
The congregation shares the peace with one another and is then seated.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please share your name and contact information on the pew pad. Pass it down to
others, then place sheets in offering plate.



OFFERING [=]%E[=]

If you prefer to give online, the QR code will take you to the online giving r
page. E
OFFERTORY

Please stand as able.

OFFERING PRAYER

Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory.

You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger
and thirst no more. Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness
and mercy may follow us and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus,

Amen. MEAL

GREAT THANKSGIVING page 152
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious
resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ; who, enthroned forever at your right hand,
intercedes for us as our great high priest. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter
and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their
creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



SANCTUS

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

You are indeed holy, creator God, author of life. We give you thanks for raising up
Jesus, your Son, the first fruits of the resurrection, who taught us the way of love,
justice, and peace. We thank you for giving him new life. We praise you for
promising us new life also, life without end.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end, we proclaim
the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Remembering his death, we cry out, Amen!
Amen!

Remembering his resurrection we shout Amen!
Amen!

Trusting in his presence in every time and place, we plead Amen.
Amen.

O God, you are breath:
Send your spirit on this meal.

O God, you are Bread:
Feed us with yourself.



O God, you are Wine:
Warm our hearts and make us one.

O God, you are fire:
Transform us with hope.

O God, most majestic, O God, most motherly, O God, our strength and our song,
you show us a vision of a tree of life with fruits for all and leaves to heal the
nations. Grant us such life, the life of the Father to the Son, the life of the Spirit of
our risen Savior, life in you, now and forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord.
Please be seated.

COMMUNION

The ushers will direct you forward to receive communion or a blessing. All are welcome at the
table. White grape juice is in the center of the trays. If you are physically unable to come
forward for communion, please tell an usher and communion will be brought to you.

Please stand as able.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are making
all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies,
and to bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus,

Amen.
BLESSING
God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the

dead, and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, *F bless you now and forever.
Amen

SENDING SONG

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
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All are welcome for breakfast snacks following worship in the fellowship hall.
Our La Grange High School graduates this year are Chloe Coufal and Ethyn Wilson.

College Graduates are:

Maddi Mach graduated 5/9 with a degree in Bio Medical Engineering from
University of Arkansas. She will be attending Harding University in August to work
on her Masters Degree.

Cole Stork graduated 5/8 with a Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering from
University of Texas at Austin. He will begin work for Freese & Nichols in San
Antonio as a storm water engineer in June.

Next Weekend’s Readings:
Acts 2:1-21; Psalm 104:24-34, 35b; 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13

John 20:19-23
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St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church
Phone: 979-968-5657
PO Box 567/110 W. Walnut St., La Grange, Texas 78945
Interim Pastor Michael Rinehart: 936-524-2625, stpaullg.interim.pastor@gmail.com
Rory Halpain: Children, Youth and Family Director
Ruth Poncik, Office Manager, Office Hours: M-F 8AM-1PM, 2PM-5PM
Email: stpaul@cvctx.com Web site: stpaullg.org
A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America: elca.org
Worship is streamed on Facebook live. Audio at www.stpaullg.org. It is also posted on our
Facebook page.

SERVING TODAY (5/17)

Ushers: Diane Menefee, James & Sharon Elias, Jackie Skelton, John D. Marburger
Acolytes: Emmy Neal & Jaxon Kurtz

Lector: Praise Band

Altar Guild: Sharon Elias

Flowers: Open

Fellowship: Rebecca Hegar

SERVING NEXT SUNDAY (5/24)

Ushers: Leah Wolff, Ginger Muesse, Faye Bresan, Janet Coronado, Dianne Lude
Acolytes: Aaron Mathis & McKynzie Payne

Lector: Caleb Parks

Altar Guild: Faye Bresan/Sandra Weyand

Flowers: In Memory of Marlinda Raschke on her birthday, May 23, by Gloria
Raschke

Fellowship: Open

EVENTS THIS WEEK
Monday 6:30 PM Fishers of Men
Tuesday 8:30 AM Tacky Tuesday
6:00 PM Church Council
Wednesday 8:30 AM Women’s Bible Study
6:00 PM Hand Bells
No Adult Choir
No Praise Band

12


mailto:stpaullg.interim.pastor@gmail.com

FISHERS OF MEN will meet Monday, May 18, at 6:30 pm at home of Ralph & Faith
Frerichs; 5730 Mueller Road; La Grange. This month wives and significant others
are invited. A fish fry is planned and members may bring a dish to share —
appetizer, side or dessert.

TACKY TUESDAY will meet on Tuesday, May 19, 2026. We will have a potluck meal
at 11:30 am. Please join us as we pin hems, cut batting, and tie knots in quilts for
Lutheran World Relief. No experience is needed and we welcome all members to
join us.

CHURCH COUNCIL meets Tuesday, May 19, 2026 at 6:00 in the Friendship Room.

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted
by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS027914. New Revised
Standard Version Bible, Copyright ©1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council
of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. © 2023 Hope Publishing Company, Carol
Stream, IL 60188, www.hopepublishing.com. Used by permission. Copyright © 2001 - 2020.

PARENTS,

Will you fill out this survey
for me?

Rory Halpain

Children Youth and Family Director
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/7WHJTTX

“

#: (Paper copies available upon request)

Sermon4Kids. All rights reserved. CRI, 2024 Used by permission.
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The

CHOSEN

Shared Lutheran Ministry
& St. Paul, La Grange

Invite you to join us for a private viewing of

The Chosen. The Last Supper.

Season 5, Episode 7 & 8, The Upper Room Part | & I

Sunday, June 7, 2026 | 3:00 - 5:30 pm

Westwood Cinema
2100 W. Hwy 290, Brenham, Texas

Contact us at phyllis@sharedlutheranministry.org
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SCAN the QR Code and register your spot now!

Concenssion Stand will be open before the
screening and during intermission.

Event is free of charge. A free will offering will be
available for our local feeding ministries.




Fishers of Men 52 .
(Last ‘til Fall) &

Fish Fry
All are welcome
Spouses included
May 18
6:30 pm

w= ° 35 Lutherhill staff will be blessed

€@ - Counselors will lead music

> Blessing of the Bikes (bring your bikel)
e Bicycle obstacle course

——J * Hot dogs, Bluebell, and fun
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SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE

8:30 — Spoken Service
10:00 - Sung Service

Both I .
services ung
will have through

August 9

communion
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Y REGISTER Now! i
JUNE 15-19 8:30 -NOON

WHATHMESS

OPOJAGE 4 TO 6™ GR. IBs
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