
 

 

Newsletter of St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church, La Grange TX 

May 2026 
 

Welcome Rory Halpain, our new Children, Youth, 
and Family Director! 

 
Rory Halpain is no stranger to St. Paul, but instead 
a child of this congregation. Rory grew up here and 
was involved in LYO.  
 
Rory has served as a teacher’s assistant with kids 
age 0-5. She worked at Lutherhill, with kids age 7-
16, and as a Summer Site Director, leading a team 
of camp counselors. At the moment she is serving 
as a lead teacher in a 2-year-old class.  
 
Rory graduated from Texas State University last 
year with a Bachelor of Arts, with a major in 
religious studies and a minor in business 
administration. Rory has been volunteering as an 
LYO leader this year with Caleb, Asheigh, Rowdy, 
and Leah.  
 
Rory will be helping to coordinate ministries and activities with children. Plans are afoot to 
have Sunday school every Sunday in the fall, to consider a Wednesday after school option, and 
to add additional monthly activities. Would you like to be a part of this? Let her know! She will 
also work with the pastor in confirmation and hang out with the LYO senior high students.  
 
April 15 was Rory’s first day. April 19 we held an installation and reception. As Rory is part time 
she will be in the office every Tuesday and works in the main building with children and youth 
activities on Wednesday afternoons/evenings and Sundays.  
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Rory’s Corner 
Dear parents, This is Rory Halpain! I’m excited to get started as the new Children, 
Family, and Youth Director for St.Paul! You can help me by letting me know what 
you would like to see happen for the youth in our community as well as filling out 
this survey if you have any kids or grandkids who would benefit from youth 
programming. Please share with any family and friends who have children who 
would be interested!  
 

 
 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/7WHJTTX  
 

How You Can Help!  
We have many exciting things in the works to help grow our children and youth 
ministries! One of my goals for the summer is to gather a team of volunteers who 
are dedicated to serving the youth of this congregation. This will be in a few 
different capacities such as helping with Sunday school, Wednesday evening 
programming for elementary and middle school children, as well as providing food 
for our high school youth on Wednesday nights! Please reach out to me if you are 
interested in any of the above options or have an idea for how you can support 
youth at St.Paul. We are also looking to get parents' opinions and insight on our 
Wednesday programming and the time that works best for you and your child, 
please fill out the survey above if this pertains to you!  
 
Summer Activities!  
This summer you will see our sanctuary undergo some temporary changes as we 
work to discover what works for our children and congregation. We will be trying 
out the idea of a prayground where kids will have opportunities to move around in 
a space designed just for them. This will be placed in different areas each week 
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and will contain quiet activities such as books, puzzles, coloring pages, and soft 
toys for kids to engage in while still being present in the worship service where 
they can learn and grow in God’s love! We will also be hosting VBS this summer, 
June 15-19 as well as taking a group to Lutherhill July 5-10th. More ideas are in the 
works to ensure that your children have as many opportunities as possible to learn 
and grow more in their faith this summer!  
 
Fall Fun 
In the fall the goal will be to bring back Wednesday night programming as well as 
increasing Sunday school to every Sunday instead of twice a month! We will also 
be working to make our middle school ministry/ Confirmation classes more 
interactive/ immersive and provide a good mix of learning and fun perfect for their 
age level.  
 
If you have children interested in any of the things you have read above or have 
any questions please do not hesitate to reach out! St.Paul is here to help you and 
your children succeed in life and come to know God! Don’t forget to fill out the 
survey above to let us know your thoughts and concerns about children’s ministry 
moving forward.  
 
Contact  
Rory Halpain: Children, Youth, and Family Director  
Email: rory.halpain1@gmail.com  
Office: (979) 968-5657  
Mobile: (979) 702-8275  
rory.halpain1@gmail.com 
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What’s Happening at St. Paul 
 

TACKY TUESDAY will meet on Tuesday, May 19, 2026. We will have a potluck meal at 11:30 am. 
Please join us as we pin hems, cut batting, and tie knots in quilts for Lutheran World Relief.  No 
experience is needed and we welcome all members to join us.   
 

WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY: meets every Wednesday morning at 8:30 am in the 
Friendship Room.  
  
FRIENDS IN FAITH, our women’s group: will meet Monday, May 4, at 6:30 pm at the home of 
Faith Frerichs; 5730 Mueller Road.; La Grange.   
 
FISHERS OF MEN, our men’s group: will meet Monday, May 19 at 6:30 pm at Fritz and Freida’s, 
Hosts are Ralph Frerichs, Shawn Raborn, David Weyand, and Weldon Hartmann. For directions, 
please call Faith Frerichs at 979-966-2680. This month wives and significant others are invited 
to attend.  
 

HANDBELL CHOIR: meets at 6:00 pm on Wednesdays in the sanctuary. 
  
CHOIR: meets at 7:00 pm on Wednesdays in the sanctuary. 
  
PRAISE BAND: meets at 8:00 pm on Wednesdays in the sanctuary.   
  
CHURCH COUNCIL: will meet Tuesday, May 19, at 6:00 pm in the Friendship Room.  
   
LYO—will meet on Wednesday evenings at 6:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall.  Youth enjoy a meal 
and fellowship before devotional time and reflection.  Please contact Rory Halpain (979-702-
8275), Caleb Parks (512-944-7859) or Ashleigh Parks (409-201-5489) If you would like to help 
with this ministry.   
 
Family Sunday School—will be on Sunday, May 3 and May 17. Families with their children 
(ages 3 to 6th grade) will meet after the 9:00 AM worship to have family learning activity and 
crafts with a Christian education theme. 
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 Pray for our Shut-Ins and 
those in nursing homes and assisted living. 

  

Kay Dippel        Juanita Frels, Care Inn 

Elaine Brandt                 Florence Otto, Monument Hill 

Dorothy Schilling                 Gladys Weber, Monument Hill  

Joy Skelton           AC & Annazell von Minden, Jefferson Place 

Annie & Wilburn Hackebeil      Marianne Williams, Jefferson Place 

JC Spacek         Gloria Baumbach, Jefferson Place 

          Betty Schmidt, Schulenburg Regency 

                     Mary Ann Butler, Westminster, Austin 

          Gilbert Freudenberg, College Place  

                 Assisted Living, Schulenburg 

 

 
 

NAME DATE YEARS

Brittany & Wes Canada 5/1 16

Karen & Don Mayer 5/2 45

Kindell & Christopher Church 5/3 12

Michelle & Scott Martin 5/6 26

Elaine & Richard Halpain 5/9 56

Katrina & J. Wilson 5/9 23

Anna Hegar & Todd Neal 5/10 11

Deanna & Neal Miller 5/19 47

Irma & George Eilert 5/23 39

Lisa & Neal Frels 5/28 38

Holly & Doug Fritsch 5/29 33
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DATE NAME

5/2 Clayton Childs

5/3 Ashley Elias, Alyssa Jones

5/4 Reagan Arlund, J.C. Spacek, Collin Weyand

5/6 Russell Fisbeck

5/7 Brittany Canada,  Richard Halpain

Rory Halpain, Ryder Halpain, Caleb Jochen

5/9 Bonnie Schielack, Kay Schielack

5/11 Elva Keilers

5/12 Gabriel Friemel

5/13 Delores Bayer, Carrie Harbers

5/15 Garrison Bage, Donna LeBlue

5/16 Faye Bresan, Tyler Wolff

5/18 Brock Loehr

5/19 Chris Radcliff

5/20 Ashlynd Judy, Gladys Weber

5/22 Hudson Mercer, Annazell von Minden

5/24 Beth Brown, Rachel Hernandez

5/25 Sandra Weyand

5/26 Lisa Frels, Kyler Lamza

5/27 Brooks Buss, Grayson Buss

5/29 Kathy Carter

5/30 Jason Parks
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St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
2026 Second Chance Work Schedule 

June 2-8 

2026 Schedule:  July 21-27, 
 September 1-5, October 13-19, and December 1-7 

 
Second Chance hours:  Tuesday-Saturday, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.  

&  Mondays, 8 a.m., Address: 841 S. Reynolds St.; La Grange 
  

Tuesday-Thursday are spent receiving, pricing and putting items out to sell; Fridays and Saturdays are the days 
the store is open to the public {sales hours are 9 am to 3 pm}; and Monday mornings are for  

straightening up the store for the next volunteers. 

Thank you to all volunteers and  
we always welcome new volunteers! 

  
St. Paul Coordinators:  Patty Ehler, JoLene Hughes, Linda Morrison,  

Ginger Muesse, and Sylvia Jewell 
CONTACT NUMBER: 979-249-6328  

****************************************************** 

 2026 AMEN Schedule 
8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Monday and 4:30 – 6:00 p.m.  on Thursday 

Food distribution at above times only 

 Address: 851 S. Reynolds St.; La Grange 

   Monday, May 11:  St. Paul’s Volunteers work this day 

More volunteers are needed: please call Rebecca Dittrich 
(see her information below) 

    (AMEN is also open Thursdays ONLY to accept food donations from 
10:00 am—12:00 pm: St. Paul Volunteers needed this day also) 

 
Remaining 2026 Schedule:  July 13, September 14, November 9  
 

 St. Paul’s AMEN Coordinator is Rebecca Dittrich.  Please contact her at 512-762-1276 if you would like to 

volunteer. Or you can email Rebecca at:  rebecca.dittrich11@gmail.com 

 REMINDER— A white basket is at Walnut Street portico entrance,  and  a green basket is on the porch of 

the church office.  A grocery basket is located in the church lobby for your donations. 
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May Worship Assistants 

 

Sunday, May 3, 2026

Ushers Bradley Loehr, Atlan Citzler, Don Koether

David & Patty Ehler

Lector Praise Band

Acolytes Luke Shows & BryceLynn Mills

Altar Guild Gloria Raschke  

Flowers Ruth Poncik

Fellowship Refreshments Linda Morrison

Sunday, May 10, 2026

Ushers Wendy McCredie, Kenny & Patti Weber

Frank & Lisa Moellenberndt

Lector Ashlynd Judy

Acolytes Aaron Mathis & Luke Shows

Altar Guild Ginger Muesse

Flowers Open

Fellowship Refreshments Annette Citzler

 

Sunday, May 17, 2026

Ushers Diane Menefee, James & Sharon Elias

Jackie Skelton, John D. Marburger

Lector Praise Band

Acolytes Emmy Neal & Jaxon Kurtz

Altar Guild To be determined

Flowers Open

Fellowship Refreshments Open

Sunday, May 24, 2026

Ushers Leah Wolff, Ginger Muesse, Faye Bresan,

Janet Coronado, Dianne Lude

Lector Caleb Parks

Acolytes Aaron Mathis & MyKynzie Payne

Altar Guild To be determined

Flowers Gloria Raschke

Fellowship Refreshments Open

Sunday, May 31, 2026

Ushers Todd Oehlke, Gerald & JoLene Hughes

Gloria Raschke, Bonnie Sladek

Lector Linda Diers

Acolytes Hadley Ehler & BryceLynn Mills

Altar Guild To be determined

Flowers Annette Citzler

Fellowship Refreshments Open



 

 10 

 

INCOME AMOUNT EXPENSE Amount

General Fund $29,032.83 Benevolence Synod 9,376.53$         

Checking Acct Interest 4.00$         Benevolence LOCAL 1,750.00$         

Rent (Jefferson St. House) 800.00$     Salaries/Payroll Expense 24,026.31$       

Thrivent Grant 957.00$     

Oil & Gas Revenue Office Supplies/Equipment 893.99$            

F/H Rental 300.00$     Property Maintenance 309.87$            

Pass thru Church Council Retreat Meal 141.75$            

LOCAL FUNDS #####: Swings for Ark area 452.40$            

AMEN 85.00$        Radio program 42.80$              

Lutherhill Ministries 55.00$        Software/Licensing fees 362.71$            

Second Chance Worship expense 93.25$              

LYO Trips/Activities 730.00$      Outreach - Meal annual meeting 127.29$            

DEDICATED FUNDS: VBS Program supplies 227.66$            

Maintenance 835.00$     Call Committee Expense 136.45$            

Renovation 1,480.00$  Lawn care/Landscape clean up 1,400.00$         

Hospitality Ministry 300.00$     Telephone/Internet 390.92$            

Building New Construction Utilities 1,418.47$         

Music/AV 405.00$     Postage 321.20$            

Altar Guild Outreach - Kids busy bags 285.60$            

Sunday School Circle of Love expenses 110.24$            

Memorials 150.00$     Miscellaneous Expenses 99.98$              

Easter Lilies 365.00$     Meals for St. Paul Friends 480.00$            

SYNOD FUNDS %%%%: Plumbing repairs -cracked pipe 1,330.00$         

World Hunger $913.56 Fayette Co. Record - advertising 174.00$            

Town & Country Missions $80.00

LWR $140.00

TLU CHOIR 1,525.00  

TOTAL MONTH 2,395.00$   $35,762.39 TOTAL 43,951.42$       

#### pass thru to local entities ELCA Endowment Funds

 %%%% pass thru to Synod Office Gau for Sanctuary $833,181.89

 Dippel  Scholarship $180,684.50

Prosperty Bank 

General Fund $42,669.84 Meservey Accounts

Renovation Balance $1,123.78 Unrestricted Account Balance $533,206.34

LYO Balance $11,308.10 Mission Balance $74,454.65

CD $100,000.00 LYO Scholarship Acct $24,525.50

Transfer To General Fund 

Gau Endowment Quarterly $7,471.30

Meservey transfer $20,000.00

St. Paul Financial Summary March, 2026

ACCOUNT BALANCES AS OF 3/31/2026
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High School Seniors will be recognized and presented with a quilt made by Carolyn Bennetsen 
on Sunday, May 17, 2026. 
 
Those members graduating from college/university will also be recognized.  If you have a 
graduate you would like recognized, please notify the church office by Wednesday, 5/13 with 
their name and information.  
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St. Paul Council 2026 
Scott Toensing, president (phone: 979-966-2222) 
Bradley Loehr, vice president 
Wendy McCredie, treasurer 
Cindy Pundt, secretary  
John Acosta, mission/Peru 
Glenn Davis, stewardship/endowment 
Glenn Eilert, outreach/social ministry 
Diane Menefee, worship/technology 
Leah Wolff, youth/parish education 
Todd Oehlke, property 

Parish office hours 
Monday-Friday 8:00 AM-5:00 PM 
Office phone: 979-968-5657 
Fellowship Hall phone: 979-968-9603 
www.stpaullg.org 
Email: stpaul@cvctx.com 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Staff 
The Rev. Michael Rinehart, interim pastor 
Cell: 936-524-2625 
Email: stpaullg.interim.pastor@gmail.com 
Ruth Poncik, office manager 
Rory Halpain, Children, Youth, Family Director 
Sherise Davis, organist 
Cindy Pundt, organist 
Kathy Toensing, adult choir/praise band 
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