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St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church
May 24, 2026 - 9:00 AM
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Hearing assistance devices and children’s activity bags are available in the lobby:
Ushers can help as needed.

Welcome to worship!

= indicates to make the sign of the cross.
Boldface print indicates congregational responses.



GIRTHER

PRELUDE
Please stand as able.

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come.

You lead us beside still waters. We thank you for the waters of creation: morning
dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. We thank you for the waters that nourish us.
Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys.
We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection.

We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow.

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows.
Break down barriers that divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace.
Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a
new creation. We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise,
now and forever.

Amen.

GATHERING SONG Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing ELW #807



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE This is the Feast page 140

Refrain
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
whose blood set us free to be people of God. Refrain

Power, riches, wisdom and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are his. Refrain

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. Refrain

For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia. Refrain

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, on this day you open the hearts of your faithful people by sending into us
your Holy Spirit. Direct us by the light of that Spirit, that we may have a right
judgment in all things and rejoice at all times in your peace, through Jesus Christ,
your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.
Please be seated.

WoRD

FIRST READING: Numbers 11:24-30

24 Moses went out and told the people the words of the LORD, and he gathered
seventy of the elders of the people and placed them all around the tent. 2> Then
the LORD came down in the cloud and spoke to him and took some of the spirit
that was on him and put it on the seventy elders, and when the spirit rested upon

them, they prophesied. But they did not do so again.
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26 Two men remained in the camp, one named Eldad and the other named
Medad, and the spirit rested on them; they were among those registered, but they
had not gone out to the tent, so they prophesied in the camp. 2 And a young man
ran and told Moses, “Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the camp.” 2 And
Joshua son of Nun, the assistant of Moses, one of his chosen men, said, “My lord
Moses, stop them!” 2° But Moses said to him, “Are you jealous for my sake? Would
that all the LORD’s people were prophets and that the LORD would put his spirit on
them!” 39 And Moses and the elders of Israel returned to the camp.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 104:24-34, 35b
24 How manifold are your works, O LORrD!
In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full of your creatures.
2>Yonder is the sea, great and wide, with its swarms too many to number,
living things both small and great.
26 There go the ships to and fro,
and Leviathan, which you made for the sport of it.
27 All of them look to you
to give them their food in due season.
28You give it to them; they gather it;
you open your hand, and they are filled with good things.
29When you hide your face, they are terrified;
when you take away their breath, they die and return to their dust.
30You send forth your Spirit, and they are created;
and so you renew the face of the earth.
31 May the glory of the LORD endure forever;
O LORD, rejoice in all your works.
32You look at the earth and it trembles;
you touch the mountains and they smoke.
331 will sing to the LoRD as long as | live;
| will praise my God while | have my being.
34 May these words of mine please God.
| will rejoice in the LORD.



35b Bless the LORD, O my soul.
Hallelujah!

SECOND READING: Acts 2:1-21

1When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all together in one
place. 2 And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent
wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3 Divided tongues, as
of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. % All of them
were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit
gave them ability.

> Now there were devout Jews from every people under heaven living in
Jerusalem. ® And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because
each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. ” Amazed and
astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8 And how
is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? ° Parthians, Medes,
Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and
Asia, *® Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene,
and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 1! Cretans and Arabs—in our
own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” 2 All were
amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 3 But
others sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.”

14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them,
“Fellow Jews and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to
what | say. > Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock
in the morning. 8 No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel:

17n the last days it will be, God declares,

that | will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh,
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
and your young men shall see visions,
and your old men shall dream dreams.
18 Even upon my slaves, both men and women,
in those days | will pour out my Spirit,
and they shall prophesy.
19 And | will show portents in the heaven above
and signs on the earth below,
blood, and fire, and smoky mist.



20The sun shall be turned to darkness
and the moon to blood,
before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day.
21 Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.””

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
Please stand as able.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION page 142
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia. Alleluia.

GOSPEL: John 20:19-23

The holy gospel according to St. John.

Glory to you, O Lord.

YWhen it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors were
locked where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among
them and said, “Peace be with you.” 2° After he said this, he showed them his
hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. %! Jesus
said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so | send

you.” 22 When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive
the Holy Spirit. 22 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain
the sins of any, they are retained.”

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SERMON Pastor Donna Wright

Please stand as able.

HYMN OF THE DAY Holy Spirit, Truth Divine ELW #398
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NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the + resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken
world, let us pray for the needs of all creation.

A brief silence.

O God, you send the Holy Spirit to gather your church into one. Inspire all
ministers of the gospel to speak prophetic and hope-filled words to all whom they
encounter. Bless the work of interreligious dialogue. We pray for our Presiding
Bishop, Yehiel, and Tracey, our Synod Bishop as they work with our church.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

You send the Holy Spirit to renew the face of the earth. Protect all living things,
bring forth clean water and abundant food, and grant us wonder as we
contemplate all you have made. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

You send the Holy Spirit to break down the barriers of communication among
nations. Bestow peace in war-torn areas, guide all in government and society to
work for justice, and guard those serving in the armed forces, especially this
weekend as we remember those who died in service to their country. We pray for
the President of the United States, the Governor of Texas, the Mayor of La Grange
and other elected officials. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

You send the Holy Spirit to accompany those who feel abandoned. Provide food
for those who hunger and drink for those who thirst, soothe those who are
anxious or bereaved, comfort those who are sick or suffering especially: Leroy,
Gerald, Layton, and those we name in our hearts, and answer all who call upon
your name. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

You send the Holy Spirit through the gift of baptism. Bless both those preparing for
or affirming their baptism. May they be encouraged by this community of faith as
they live out their baptismal promises. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.



You send the Holy Spirit to console us in our grief. We pray especially for the
family of Richard Stolle. We give you thanks for our ancestors in the faith whose
witness to your mighty works continues to inspire our lives. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of
new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.
The congregation shares the peace with one another and is then seated.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please share your name and contact information on the pew pad. Pass it down to
others, then place sheets in offering plate.

OFFERING E%EE]

If you prefer to give online, the QR code will take you to the online giving page. -

Please stand as able. E

OFFERTORY ELW #184

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of blessing.
Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, that we may be fed with the
bread of life. Gather the hopes and dreams of all; unite them with the prayers
we offer. Grace our table with your presence and give us a foretaste of the feast
to come.

OFFERING PRAYER

Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory.

You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger
and thirst no more. Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness
and mercy may follow us and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus,
Amen.



WIEAL

GREAT THANKSGIVING page 152
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ. Fulfilling the promise of the resurrection, you pour out the fire of your
Spirit, uniting in one body people of every nation and tongue. And so, with Mary
Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea
and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

SANCTUS page 144
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your
glory. Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the
name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory.

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and

suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his
arms to all.
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In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord.
Please be seated.

AGNUS DEI page 146
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.

COMMUNION

The ushers will direct you forward to receive communion or a blessing. All are welcome at the
table. White grape juice is in the center of the trays. If you are physically unable to come
forward for communion, please tell an usher and communion will be brought to you.

Please stand as able.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are making
all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies,
and to bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus,

Amen.
BLESSING
God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the

dead, and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, F bless you now and forever.
Amen

SENDING SONG O Day Full of Grace ELW #627

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk
All are welcome for breakfast snacks following worship in the fellowship hall.
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St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church

Phone: 979-968-5657
PO Box 567/110 W. Walnut St., La Grange, Texas 78945
Interim Pastor Michael Rinehart: 936-524-2625, stpaullg.interim.pastor@gmail.com
Rory Halpain, Children, Youth, and Family Director
Ruth Poncik, Office Manager, Office Hours: M-F 8AM-1PM, 2PM-5PM
Email: stpaul@cvctx.com Web site: stpaullg.org
A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America: www.elca.org

Worship is streamed on Facebook live. Audio at www.stpaullg.org. It is also posted on our
Facebook page.

SERVING TODAY (5/24)

Ushers: Leah Wolff, Ginger Muesse, Faye Bresan, Janet Coronado, Dianne Lude
Acolytes: Aaron Mathis & McKynzie Payne

Lector: Caleb Parks

Altar Guild: Faye Bresan & Sandra Weyand

Flowers: In memory of Marlinda Raschke on her birthday, May 23,

by Gloria Raschke.

Fellowship: Wendy McCredie

EVENTS THIS WEEK
Monday CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED in observance of Memorial Day
Tuesday 7:00 AM — 7:00 PM Fayette County Elections in Fellowship Hall
Wednesday 8:30 AM Women'’s Bible Study
6:00 PM Hand Bells
Saturday Lutherhill Open Camp Day 10:00 AM —4:00 PM
Sunday Lutherhill Staff Blessed, Blessing of the Bikes, and Bike Obstacle Course

SERVING NEXT SUNDAY (5/31)

Ushers: Todd Oehlke, Gerald & JoLene Hughes, Gloria Raschke, Bonnie Sladek
Acolytes: Hadley Ehler & Brycelynn Mills

Lector: Linda Diers

Altar Guild: Janet Coronado

Flowers: In Honor of Atlan Citzler birthday on June 1.

Fellowship: Bike-A-Thon and Hot Dog lunch
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Next Weekend’s Readings:
Genesis 1:1-2:4a; Psalm 8; 2 Corinthians 13:11-13;
Matthew 28:16-20

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted
by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS027914. New Revised
Standard Version Bible, Copyright ©1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council
of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. © 2023 Hope Publishing Company, Carol
Stream, IL 60188, www.hopepublishing.com. Used by permission. Copyright © 2001 - 2020.
Sermon4Kids. All rights reserved. CRI, 2024 Used by permission.

35 Lutherhill staff will be blessed
Counselors will lead music
e Blessing of the Bikes (bring your bikel)
e Bicycle obstacle course
 Hot dogs, Bluebell, and fun
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SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE

8:30 — Spoken Service
9:15 — Coffee Time

10:00 - Sung Service

Communion June 7
at both through
services August 9
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REGISTER Now! 3}
JUNE 15-19 8:30-NOON
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The

CHOSEN

Shared Lutheran Ministry
& St. Paul, La Grange

Invite you to join us for a private viewing of

The Chosen. The Last Supper.

Season 5, Episode 7 & 8, The Upper Room Part | &

Sunday, June 7, 2026 | 3:00 - 5:30 pm

Westwood Cinema
2100 W. Hwy 290, Brenham, Texas

Contact us at phyllis@sharedlutheranministry.org

\/\)‘HERA/V
&
I oomm e St. P&l.ll
7 e - ¥  Lutheran Church

share e care e grow
La Grange, Texn

SCAN the QR Code and register your spot now!

Concenssion Stand will be open before the
screening and during intermission.

Event is free of charge. A free will offering will be
available for our local feeding ministries.
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