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Welcome to worship! 
☩ indicates to make the sign of the cross. 

Boldface print indicates congregational responses. 
 

GATHER 
PRELUDE 
Please stand as able. 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb! 
Amen. 
 
Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 
 
Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. 
You lead us beside still waters. We thank you for the waters of creation: morning 
dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. We thank you for the waters that nourish us. 
Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys. 
We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. 
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. 
Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. 
Break down barriers that divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace. 
Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
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Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a 
new creation. We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG        See Overhead Screen 
                      
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE  See Overhead Screen 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us 
grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to 
share his risen life with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
Please be seated. 

WORD 
FIRST READING: 2 Timothy 1:3-7 
  3 I am grateful to God—whom I worship with a clear conscience, as my 
ancestors did—when I remember you constantly in my prayers night and 
day. 4 Recalling your tears, I long to see you so that I may be filled with joy. 5 I am 
reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that lived first in your grandmother Lois and 
your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, lives in you. 6 For this reason I remind you 
to rekindle the gift of God that is within you through the laying on of my 
hands, 7 for God did not give us a spirit of cowardice but rather a spirit of power 
and of love and of self-discipline. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 31:1-5, 15-16 
 1 In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; 
  deliver me in your righteousness. 
 2 Incline your ear to me; 
  make haste to deliver me. 
 3 Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my 
stronghold; 
  for the sake of your name, lead me and guide me. 
 4 Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, 
  for you are my tower of strength.  
 5 Into your hands I commend my spirit, 
  for you have redeemed me, O LORD, God of truth. 
 15 My times are in your hand; 
  rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who persecute me. 
 16 Let your face shine upon your servant; 
  save me in your steadfast love. 
 
SECOND READING: Romans 16:1-16 
  1 I commend to you our sister Phoebe, a deacon of the church at Cenchreae, 2 so 
that you may welcome her in the Lord, as is fitting for the saints, and help her in 
whatever she may require from you, for she has been a benefactor of many and of 
myself as well. 
  3 Greet Prisca and Aquila, my coworkers in Christ Jesus, 4 who risked their necks 
for my life, to whom not only I give thanks but also all the churches of the 
gentiles. 5 Greet also the church in their house. Greet my beloved Epaenetus, who 
was the first convert in Asia for Christ. 6 Greet Mary, who has worked very hard for 
you. 7 Greet Andronicus and Junia, my fellow Israelites who were in prison with 
me; they are prominent among the apostles, and they were in Christ before I 
was. 8 Greet Ampliatus, my beloved in the Lord. 9 Greet Urbanus, our coworker in 
Christ, and my beloved Stachys. 10 Greet Apelles, who is approved in Christ. Greet 
those who belong to the family of Aristobulus. 11 Greet my fellow Israelite 
Herodion. Greet those in the Lord who belong to the family of Narcissus. 12 Greet 
those workers in the Lord, Tryphaena and Tryphosa. Greet the beloved Persis, 
who has worked hard in the Lord. 13 Greet Rufus, chosen in the Lord, and greet his 
mother—a mother to me also. 14 Greet Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hermes, Patrobas, 
Hermas, and the brothers and sisters who are with them. 15 Greet Philologus, Julia, 
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Nereus and his sister, and Olympas, and all the saints who are with them. 16 Greet 
one another with a holy kiss. All the churches of Christ greet you. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
Please stand as able. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     See Overhead Screen 
  
GOSPEL: Matthew 22:34-40 
The holy gospel according to St. Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
  34 When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered 
together, 35 and one of them, an expert in the law, asked him a question to test 
him. 36 “Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?” 37 He said to 
him, “ ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the greatest and first commandment. 39 And a 
second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 On these two 
commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
Please be seated.  
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
SERMON  Women in the Bible: 
  Phoebe, Junia, and the women of Romans 16 
 
Please stand as able. 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY   See Overhead Screen 
Please be seated.  
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AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM       ELW page 234 
 
Presentation  
Family: We present Hadley Anne Ehler for confirmation.  
Hadley, do you desire to make public affirmation of your baptism?  
I do.  
The confirmand faith statement. 
 

Let us pray.  
Merciful God, we thank you for this sister, whom you have made your own by 
water and the Word in baptism. You have called her to yourself, enlightened her 
with the gifts of your Spirit, and nourished her in the community of faith. Uphold 
your servants in the gifts and promises of baptism, and unite the hearts of all 
whom you have brought to new birth. We ask this in the name of Christ.  
Amen  
 
Profession of Faith  
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of  
the church.  
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?  
I renounce them.  
 
Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?  
I renounce them.  
 
Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?  
I renounce them.  
 
Please stand as able. 

 
Do you believe in God the Father?  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
creator of heaven and earth.  
 
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?  
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I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  

☩ the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting.  
 
Affirmation in the Presence of the Assembly  
You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the  
covenant God made with you in holy baptism:  
• to live among God’s faithful people,  

• to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper,  

• to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed,  

• to serve all people, following the example of Jesus,  

• and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth?  
 
I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.  
 
People of God, do you promise to support these sisters and brothers and pray for  
them in their life in Christ?  
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.  
The Confirmand kneels.  
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BLESSING 
Let us pray.  
We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us new 
birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. For Jesus’ sake, stir up in 
Hadley the gift of your Holy Spirit; confirm her faith, guide her life, empower her in 
her serving, give her patience in suffering, and bring her to everlasting life.  
Amen  
The confirmand stands and faces the congregation.  
 

Let us rejoice with Hadley, who has affirmed her baptism and faith in Christ.  
We rejoice with you in the life of baptism.  
Together we will give thanks and praise to God 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken 
world, let us pray for the needs of all creation. 

A brief silence. 

Shepherding God, draw all people to yourself and lead them in paths of 
righteousness. Embolden your church to enter the valleys of the world and guide 
us beside the still waters of your grace. We pray for military and prison chaplains 
serving near and far. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Creator God, by the resurrection of your Son, show us your steadfast love and 
instruct our hearts in your ways. Help us to revere and protect the wonders of 
your creation. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Righteous Judge, strengthen and uphold those who work for justice and advocate 
for human rights. Bring an end to oppression and save us from the temptation of 
violence or vengeance. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
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Great Physician, walk with those who are grieving, and anoint those who are ill or 
injured especially: Randy, Nelson, Kay, Royce, and those we name in our hearts 
before you. Restore them to health of body, mind, and spirit. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer.  
 
Good Shepherd, continually seek us out as lambs of your flock, and form us into a 
community where all are honored and cared for. Spread a feast before us and fill 
our cups to overflowing. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Living God, we praise you for the saints who have died in faith and now dwell in 
your love. We pray especially for the family of Hertha Kruse. At our end, bring us, 
with them, to our heavenly home. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of 
new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
The congregation shares the peace with one another and is then seated. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Please share your name and contact information on the pew pad. Pass it down to 
others, then place sheets in offering plate.  
 
OFFERING 
If you prefer to give online, the QR code will take you to the online giving 
page. 
 

OFFERTORY   See Overhead Screen  
Please stand as able.  
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OFFERING PRAYER 
Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. 
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger 
and thirst no more. Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness 
and mercy may follow us and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus, 
Amen. 

 MEAL 
GREAT THANKSGIVING  page 152 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord.  
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious 
resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself 
to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought 
us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses 
of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels 
and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 
 
SANCTUS   See Overhead Screen 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
You are indeed holy, creator God, author of life. We give you thanks for raising up 
Jesus, your Son, the first fruits of the resurrection, who taught us the way of love, 
justice, and peace. We thank you for giving him new life. We praise you for 
promising us new life also, life without end.  
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In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end, we proclaim 
the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
Remembering his death, we cry out, Amen! 
Amen! 
 
Remembering his resurrection we shout Amen! 
Amen! 
 
Trusting in his presence in every time and place, we plead Amen. 
Amen. 
 
O God, you are breath: 
Send your spirit on this meal.  
 
O God, you are Bread: 
Feed us with yourself.  
 
O God, you are Wine:  
Warm our hearts and make us one.  
 
O God, you are fire:  
Transform us with hope. 
 
O God, most majestic, O God, most motherly, O God, our strength and our song, 
you show us a vision of a tree of life with fruits for all and leaves to heal the 
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nations. Grant us such life, the life of the Father to the Son, the life of the Spirit of 
our risen Savior, life in you, now and forever.  
Amen.  
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord. 
Please be seated.  
 

COMMUNION 
The ushers will direct you forward to receive communion or a blessing. All are welcome at the 
table. White grape juice is in the center of the trays. If you are physically unable to come 
forward for communion, please tell an usher and communion will be brought to you. 
 
Please stand as able.  
 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are making 
all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, 
and to bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus,  
Amen. 
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SENDING 
BLESSING 
God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the 

dead, and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, ☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen 
 
SENDING SONG   See Overhead Screen 

   
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
****************************************************************** 
All are welcome for breakfast snacks and cake to celebrate Hadley, our 
confirmand, following worship in the fellowship hall.  
 
 
 
 
 

Next Weekend’s Readings: 
Acts 17:22-31; Psalm 66:8-20; 1 Peter 3:13-22 

Luke1:26-38 
 

St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Phone: 979-968-5657 

PO Box 567/110 W. Walnut St., La Grange, Texas 78945 
Interim Pastor Michael Rinehart: 936-524-2625, stpaullg.interim.pastor@gmail.com 

Ruth Poncik, Office Manager, Office Hours: M-F 8AM-1PM, 2PM-5PM  
Rory Halpain: Children, Youth, and Family Director 

Email: stpaul@cvctx.com      Web site: stpaullg.org  
A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America: elca.org 

Worship is streamed on Facebook live. Audio at www.stpaullg.org. It is also posted on our 
Facebook page.  

mailto:stpaullg.interim.pastor@gmail.com


SERVING TODAY (5/3) 
Ushers: Bradley Loehr, Don Koether, David & Patty Ehler 
Acolytes: BryceLynn Mills & Jaxon Kurtz 
Lector: Praise Band 
Altar Guild: Gloria Raschke 
Flowers: In celebration of Confirmation class and thanksgiving for the St. Paul 
Congregation by Ruth Poncik 
Fellowship: Linda Morrison 
 
SERVING NEXT SUNDAY (5/10)  
Ushers: Wendy McCredie, Kenny & Patti Weber, Frank & Lisa Moellenberndt 
Acolytes: Aaron Mathis & Luke Shows 
Lector: Ashlynd Judy 
Altar Guild: Ginger Muesse 
Flowers: Open 
Fellowship:  Annette Citzler

EVENTS THIS WEEK 
Monday     6:30 PM Friends in Faith 
Wednesday 8:30 AM Women’s Bible Study 
 6:00 PM Hand Bells  
 6:30 PM LYO 
 7:00 PM Choir  
 8:00 PM Praise Band 
 
FRIENDS IN FAITH will meet Monday, May 4, at 6:30 pm at the home of Faith 
Frerichs; 5730 Mueller Road.; La Grange.  
 
PROPERTY COMMITTEE will meet Thursday, May 7, at 6:00 pm in the Friendship 
Room to discuss maintenance projects for the church.  If you are interested in the 
upkeep of the church, please join the group.   

 

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted 

by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS027914. New Revised 

Standard Version Bible, Copyright ©1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council 

of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. © 2023 Hope Publishing Company, Carol 

Stream, IL 60188, www.hopepublishing.com. Used by permission. Copyright © 2001 - 2020. 

Sermon4Kids. All rights reserved. CRI, 2024 Used by permission. 
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is assis ng at

             
Monday, May   
Courthouse S uare

 :30  Set up
6:30  Free food
 :30  Clean up


