
 
 
 

 
 

St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
May 31, 2026 - 9:00 AM 

Holy Trinity 
The Rev. Michael Rinehart, Interim Pastor 

Welcome Lutherhill Staff! 
 

 Hearing assistance devices and children’s activity bags are available in the lobby: 
 
 
 

Welcome to worship! 
☩ indicates to make the sign of the cross. 

Boldface print indicates congregational responses. 
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GATHER 
Please stand as able.  

GATHERING SONGS  LUTHERHILL STAFF 
Please be seated.  
 

BAPTISM of WESTON MATTHEW MILLS 
 
PROFESSION OF FAITH  
Please stand as able. 

 
Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
 

BAPTISM, CHRISMATION, AND PRAYER     ELW page 230 
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WELCOME  
Let us welcome the newly baptized. 
We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: 
join us in giving thanks and praise to God 
and bearing God's creative and redeeming word to all the world. 
 
GATHERING SONG   
                      
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE  
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your glory, eternal Three-in-
One, and we praise your power, majestic One-in-Three. Keep us steadfast in this 
faith, defend us in all adversity, and bring us at last into your presence, where you 
live in endless joy and love, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
Please be seated. 

WORD 
FIRST READING: Genesis 1:1-5 
1 When God began to create the heavens and the earth, 2 the earth was complete 
chaos, and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept 
over the face of the waters. 3 Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there was 
light. 4 And God saw that the light was good, and God separated the light from the 
darkness. 5 God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there 
was evening and there was morning, the first day. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 8 
 1 O  LORD our Lord, 
  how majestic is your name in all the earth!— 
 2 you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the mouths of infants 
and children; 
  you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to silence the foe and 
avenger. 
 3 When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, 
  the moon and the stars you have set in their courses, 
 4 what are mere mortals that you should be mindful of them, 
  human beings that you should care for them?  
 5 Yet you have made them little less than divine; 
  with glory and honor you crown them. 
 6 You have made them rule over the works of your hands; 
  you have put all things under their feet: 
 7 all flocks and cattle, 
  even the wild beasts of the field, 
 8 the birds of the air, the fish of the sea, 
  and whatever passes along the paths of the sea. 
 9 O LORD our Lord, 
  how majestic is your name in all the earth!  
  
SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 13:11-13 
[Paul writes:] 11 Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Be restored; listen to my 
appeal; agree with one another; live in peace; and the God of love and peace will 
be with you. 12 Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the saints greet you. 
  13 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with all of you. 
  
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
Please stand as able. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                                                     
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GOSPEL: Matthew 28:16-20 
The holy gospel according to St. Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had 
directed them. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him, but they 
doubted. 18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit 20 and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And 
remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
Please be seated.  
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  Lutherhill Staff 
 
BLESSING OF THE LUTHERHILL CAMP STAFF 
 
SERMON  Go, Make Disciples! 
Please stand as able. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY   
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the needs of 
the world. 

A brief silence. 

Holy God, we are in awe of your creative work. Continue that work in your church, 
making us a new creation that proclaims your presence and love. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Creator God, nature reveals your power and glory. Protect water sources, 
vegetation, and wildlife as reminders of who you are. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
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Redeemer God, you call us to pray for those in authority. Guide our leaders to 
pursue the work of fostering peace and community. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Sustaining God, you are mindful of your people in every circumstance. Heal those 
who are sick. Provide for all who hunger. Protect those in harm’s way. Comfort any 
experiencing hardship especially: Royce, Shaleigh, Florence, Leroy, and Gerald. 
God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Gracious God, we pray for the children of our church and community. Provide for 
their needs. Support their caregivers. Nurture their faith. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Loving God, we give thanks for those who have died and claimed their baptismal 
promises. We remember especially Bernice Vaclavik and family.  Strengthen us to 
live as they did in communion with you. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and unspoken 
prayers to you, O God, through Jesus our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
The congregation shares the peace with one another and is then seated. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Please share your name and contact information on the pew pad. Pass it down to 
others, then place sheets in offering plate.  
 
OFFERING 
If you prefer to give online, the QR code will take you to the online giving page. 
 
Please stand as able.  
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OFFERTORY  
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart 
in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your 
abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us 
now and forever. 
Amen. 

 MEAL 
GREAT THANKSGIVING  page 152 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord.  
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God. You reveal your glory 
as the glory of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit: equal in majesty, undivided 
in splendor, one Lord, one God, ever to be adored in your eternal glory. 
 
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick  
and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, 
opened his arms to all. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory. 
  

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who 
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Heaven has come near.  Come, share in the feast! 
Please be seated.  
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COMMUNION 
The ushers will direct you forward to receive communion or a blessing. All are welcome at the 
table. White grape juice is in the center of the trays. If you are physically unable to come 
forward for communion, please tell an usher and communion will be brought to you. 
 
Please stand as able.  

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with 
the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of 
Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 
Amen. 

SENDING 
BLESSING 

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you 
today and always. 
Amen 
 
SENDING SONG   
 
DISMISSAL 
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
Thanks be to God. 
*******************************************************************
Following the dismissal, all are invited to process to the parking lot for the 
Blessing of the Bikes.  There will be hot dogs with fixings and ice cream to enjoy!  
 
For those remaining inside, coffee and snacks will be available in the Fellowship 
Hall.  
 
We welcome Weston Matthew Mills to the St. Paul Family today with his 
baptism.  Weston is the son of Bryce Mills and brother to BryceLynn. 
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Next Weekend’s Readings: 
Genesis 12:1-9; Psalm 33:1-12; Romans 4:13-25; 

Matthew 9:9-13, 28-26 
  

 

St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Phone: 979-968-5657 

PO Box 567/110 W. Walnut St., La Grange, Texas 78945 
Interim Pastor Michael Rinehart: 936-524-2625, stpaullg.interim.pastor@gmail.com 

Rory Halpain, Children, Youth, and Family Director: 
979-702-8275 or rory.halpain1@gmail.com 

Ruth Poncik, Office Manager, Office Hours: M-F 8AM-1PM, 2PM-5PM  
Email: stpaul@cvctx.com      Web site: stpaullg.org  

A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America: www.elca.org 
Worship is streamed on Facebook live.  It is also posted on our Facebook page.  

 

SERVING TODAY (5/31) 
Ushers: Wendy McCredie, Kenny & Patti Weber, Frank & Lisa Moellenberndt 
Acolytes: Hadley Ehler & BryceLynn Mills 
Lector: Linda Diers 
Altar Guild: Janet Coronado 
Flowers: In honor of Atlan Citzler on his birthday on June 1.  
Fellowship: Annette Citzler 
Thanks to all who helped provide for the hot dogs, fixings, and ice cream today.  
 
 
SERVING NEXT SUNDAY (6/7 – 8:30 am) 
Ushers: Glenn Eilert, Linda Anders, Linda Diers 
Lector: Leah Wolff 
(6/7 – 10:00 am) 
Ushers: Scott Toensing, Tim Knesek, Lloyd & Sylvia Jewell 
Acolytes: Emmy Neal & Jaxon Kurtz 
Lector: Rebecca Hegar 
Altar Guild: JoLene & Gerald Hughes 
Flowers: Open 
Fellowship:   To be determined 
 

mailto:stpaullg.interim.pastor@gmail.com


EVENTS THIS WEEK 
Tuesday  St. Paul at Second Chance thru 6/6.   
Wednesday     8:30 AM Women’s Bible Study 
 7:00 PM Praise Band  
Wednesday and Thursday 9:00 am to 5:00 PM Lutherhill Staff training in the Fellowship Hall  
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