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“We have gotten it wrong.  We think that the ministers are the actors, God is the prompter, and the 

congregation is the audience.  But the congregation is made up of the actors, the ministers are the 

prompters, and God is the audience.”   

 Søren Kierkegaard,  Purity of Heart  

GATHER 

Prelude 
 
Announcements 
 
Invocation   The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism. 
 
P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from  
whom no secrets are hid; cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy  
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
Most merciful God,  we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.  We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 
have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive 
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name. Amen.   
 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins,  in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 
 
HYMN    What a Friend We Have in Jesus    #742 
 

Welcome! 
+ Welcome to worship!  All are welcome at the table of grace.  We believe that Christ is truly present as 

we sharWelcome! 
+ Welcome to worship!  All are welcome at the table of grace.  We believe that Christ is truly present as 

we share the bread and wine.  Those at home are invited to participate with appropriate elements.   
+ The 9 a.m. service will be on Facebook live & audio streamed on our webpage, www.stpaullg.org.  It 

will also be posted on our Facebook page.  You may listen to last week’s service on KBUK 104.9 FM 
on Sundays at 10 am.   

+ Everyone is invited for coffee and snacks in the Fellowship Hall following Sunday morning’s service.  

Greeting 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all.  And also with you. 



 

 

Kyrie  page 138 
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.  Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.   
Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and  
for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us  
pray to the Lord.  Lord, have mercy. 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord.  Amen. 
 
Canticle of Praise  pages 139-140 
P: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth.  
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give 
you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take  
away the sin of the world, have mercy on us; you are seated at the right  
hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the  
Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  
Amen 
 
Prayer of the Day 
P: O Lord God, tireless guardian of your people, you are always ready to hear our cries. 
Teach us to rely day and night on your care. Inspire us to seek your enduring justice for all 
this suffering world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen 
 

The First Reading:  Genesis 32: 22-31 
Returning to the home he had fled many years before after stealing his brother’s birthright and his father’s 

blessing, Jacob wrestles all night long with a divine adversary who ultimately blesses him and changes his 

name to “Israel,” a name that means “he wrestles with God.”  

22The same night [Jacob] got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his eleven 
children, and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 23He took them and sent them across the 
stream, and likewise everything that he had. 24Jacob was left alone; and a man wrestled with 
him until daybreak. 25When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he struck him 
on the hip socket; and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. 26Then he 
said, “Let me go, for the day is breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go, unless you 
bless me.” 27So he said to him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 28Then the man 
said, “You shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with 



 

humans, and have prevailed.” 29Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.” But he said, 
“Why is it that you ask my name?” And there he blessed him. 30So Jacob called the place Peniel, 
saying, “For I have seen God face to face, and yet my life is preserved.” 31The sun rose upon him as 
he passed Penuel, limping because of his hip.  

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm: Psalm 121 
1I lift up my eyes to the hills; 
  from where is my help to come? 
 2My help comes  from the Lord, 
  the maker of heaven and earth. 
 3The Lord will not let your foot be moved 
  nor will the one who watches over you fall asleep. 
 4Behold, the keeper of Israel 
  will neither slumber nor sleep;  
5the Lord watches over you; 
  the Lord is your shade at your right hand; 

6the sun will not strike  you by day, 
  nor the  moon by night. 
 7The Lord will preserve you |from all evil 
  and will |keep your life. 
 8The Lord will watch over your going out and your coming in, 
  from this time forth forevermore.  

   

The Second Reading: 2 Timothy 3:14—4:5 
The writer of this letter continues his instruction of Timothy, his younger colleague in ministry, by emphasizing the 

importance of faithful teaching despite opposition.  

14But as for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed, knowing from whom you 
learned it, 15and how from childhood you have known the sacred writings that are able to instruct 
you for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for 
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17so that everyone who 
belongs to God may be proficient, equipped for every good work. 
 4:1In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and in view 
of his appearing and his kingdom, I solemnly urge you: 2proclaim the message; be persistent 
whether the time is favorable or unfavorable; convince, rebuke, and encourage, with the utmost 
patience in teaching. 3For the time is coming when people will not put up with sound doctrine, but 
having itching ears, they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own desires, 4and will 
turn away from listening to the truth and wander away to myths. 5As for you, always be sober, 
endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, carry out your ministry fully.  

 



 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
Gospel Acclamation  ELW 142 
 
Alleluia.  Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life.   
Alleluia.  Alleluia. 
 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
The Gospel:  Luke 18: 1-8 
Jesus tells a parable of an unjust judge who is worn down by a widow’s pleas. Jesus is calling God’s people to 

cry out for justice and deliverance. For if an unethical judge will ultimately grant the plea of a persistent 

widow, how much more will God respond to those who call.  

1Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose heart. 2He 

said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor had respect for 

people. 3In that city there was a widow who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Grant me justice 

against my opponent.’ 4For a while he refused; but later he said to himself, ‘Though I have no 

fear of God and no respect for anyone, 5yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will 

grant her justice, so that she may not wear me out by continually coming.’ ” 6And the Lord 

said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. 7And will not God grant justice to his chosen ones 

who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long in helping them? 8I tell you, he will quickly 

grant justice to them. And yet, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?”  

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

Children’s Word  
 
 

Sermon  
                                              
Hymn      Rise Up, O Saints of God!       #669 

 
 

Apostles Creed    
 
A:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.   
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again;  he ascended into heaven, he is 
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.   
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 



 

 
Prayers of Intercession    

 
In gratitude and humility, let us join together in prayer on behalf of all of God’s creation. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
For all the baptized, that they become skilled in compassion and grace and equipped to 

share the good news with all. Grant your followers persistence in proclamation and prayer. 

Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

Lord, bless us with rain.  Renew the land and bless us with grass and crops.  Inspire us to be 

worthy stewards of creation. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

We pray for peace and justice in the world.  Quiet the places at war.  Provide for those who 

are hungry.  Give shelter to the homeless.  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

Bless this community with the ministry of St. Paul Lutheran Church.  We pray for the Call 

Committee.  Give them wisdom and patience as the ysearch for our next pastor.  Bless our 

next pastor,  whomever that may be, with  grace and with joy in serving you.  Hear us, O God.  

Your mercy is great. 

Give comfort and healing to all in need.  We pray for  those who are ill whom we name aloud 

or silently.  Give strength to those who need your presence.  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is 

great. 

For those who have taught us faith and now rest in your heavenly peace, especially Lucille 

Warnken and Wallace Hobratschk, that we remember and give thanks for these saints who 

shared the gospel through word and deed. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

With grateful hearts we commend our spoken and silent prayers to you, O God; through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

 
 

Sharing of the Peace  
 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 
 

Offering   
 
The offering plates will be passed.  



 

 Offering Song   ELW 186 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.  Cast me not away 
from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me.  Restore to me the joy of your 
salvation, and uphold me with your free Spirit. 
 
 
Offering Prayer 
P: Blessed are you, O God, Sovereign of the universe.  You offer us new beginnings and guide 
us on our journey.  Lead us to your table, nourish us with this heavenly food, and prepare us 
to carry your love to a hungry world, in the name of Christ our light.  Amen. 
 

            MEAL 

The Great Thanksgiving  ELW 144 

P: The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of pow’r and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Words of Institution 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for 
the remembrance of me.   

 



 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our tres-

passes, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory  forever and 

ever.  Amen 

Agnus Dei  page 146 
 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.   
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.   
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 
 
Communion 
All are welcome to the Lord’s table.  White grape juice is in the center of  
the tray of cups.  If you are physically unable to come forward for  
communion, please tell an usher and communion will be brought to 
 you.  You may also remain in your pew and use a prepackaged kit. 
 
Prayer after Communion 
P: We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us  
through the healing power of this gift of life.  In your mercy, strengthen  
us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one  
another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

     SENDING 

Blessing 

P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  Amen. 

 

Sending      O Word of God Incarnate          # 514
  

     Dismissal 

A: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  Thanks be to God.    

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  
Do this for the remembrance of me. 



 

THIS  Weekend:  

5:00 pm   USHERS:  Billy & Christie Nietsche 

       LECTOR:  Billy Nietsche 

       ALTAR GUILD:  Ginger Muesse/Gloria Raschke 

9:00 am   USHERS:  Frank & Sandra Teykl 

      LECTOR: Ann Raborn 

       ALTAR GUILD: Ginger Muesse/Gloria Raschke 

FLOWERS:  In Memory of Frank Friemel on his Birthday (10/21 )  

By Anita Craft, Hertha Kruse, Russ & Debbie Friemel, Ardie & Jerry Holsinger and Mannie 
Fritsch-Schmid.   

NEXT weekend: 10/22 & 10/23 

5:00 pm  USHERS:  John D. & Kay Marburger 

      LECTOR:  Sharon Elias 

       ALTAR GUILD:  Sharon Elias 

9:00 am  USHERS:  George Eilert/Gary Anders 

      LECTOR: Praise Band 

       ALTAR GUILD:  Janet Coronado         FLOWERS: Faye Rau and Family    

SATURDAY:  5:00 pm Worship 

SUNDAY:       9:00 am  Worship   

         10:30 am Sunday School 

MONDAY:     8:30 am Quilters 

                       5:00 pm Confirmation Class 

TUESDAY:   8:30 am Tacky Tuesday 

         6:00 pm Church Council 

WEDNESDAY: 8:30 am  Community    

                                       Bible Study 

          6:00 pm Hand Bells 

          7:00 pm Choir 

          8:00 pm Praise Band 

          6:30 pm LYO meets in   

             Fellowship Hall 

SATURDAY :  5:00 pm Worship   

SUNDAY:       9:00 am  Worship 

                     10:30 am Sunday School 

Tacky Tuesday—is Tuesday at 8:30 in the Fellowship Hall.. 
No experience necessary to participate. Bring a dish for a  
Pot Luck lunch to be shared by all around 11:45.   

 

Church Council—meets Tuesday at 6:00 in the Fellowship 
Hall.   


